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DOUBLE WORLD CHAMPION VENTURES OUT IN UNBRANDED Mc 


ALONSO GAINS 
VITAL TEST EDGE 


McLARENSTOLE march over vals Ferrari 

‘before Christmas when itpersuaded Renault, 

torelease double world champion Femando 

‘Alonso fora crucial day of testingon the 
2007-spec Bridgestone tyres, while simultaneously barring 
kimi Raikkonen from doinglikewise for the Prancing Horse. 

‘Alonso, under contract to Renault until December 31 
‘made a personal request to team principal Flavio Briatore 
tobe alowed totesta McLaren fora single day nan 
Lunbranded car and overalls. He racked up over 250 miles 
Inthe MP4-21 andwoundup third quickest on the day, 
despite running a reasonable fuelload. 

Thetest enabled the team and driver to gain priceless 
knowledge of each other a full month earlier than expected. 
‘Abuoyant McLarenteamhadalready been encouraged 
byaseries of quicklerez times. Test driver Pedro de la Rosa 
set the best ap of the finaltest.after Alonso's 2007 
team-mate LewisHamittonhad topped the times at 
the previous week's session. 

‘Although as everit’s impossible tojudge fuelloads, post- 
season testing hasbeen more relevant than usualbecause 
allthe teamshave beenin the same place at the same time 
(three days at Barcelona followed by two three-day sessions 
‘atJerez), and with the same Bridgestone tyres. The Japanese 
‘company provided|usttwo types of dy tyres: the hard was 
Used at Barcelona, and the softintroducedatjerez, where 
thebestlapswere stil 2-3 seconds offrecent tyre war times 

“Van say these tyresare much, much easierto drive,” 
Toyota's Jarno Trullitold Autosport."The window ofthe 
workingrange Is much wider. They are much easier to 
Funandtounderstand” 

‘The former Michelin teamshave clearly taken full 
advantage of the three tests. andin termsoflaps completed 
Honda, BMW Sauber, Renault and McLaren top the table 

Poor weather at theffirstJerez test hampered progress. 
butallowed drivers tosample the wet tyres. 

Thetopteams were clearly keen to give their rookie 
drivers miles, with Kovalainen heading the rankings and 
Hamilton the nexthighest 2007 race driverinfourth 
(Gee graph. The Finn was aso the only race driver torun 
‘on the maximum possible nine days, anhonour he shared 
with Ferrar’s Luca Badoer. 

‘Teamsalsoused the tests to make finalcheckson 
‘modifications to the reference engines handedover tothe 
Fidatthe endof the season. The FlA alowed them to make 
limited changes to optimise the V8s or the new 19,000rpm 
limit Any details had tobe passedto the governing body by 
December 15,by coincidence the last day of runningat lerez 
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HONDA(I77SLAPS) 
‘Asusual, Honda made the mostofits track timeand 
completed more laps than anyone else, although plans 
were compromised by ib injury that keptJenson Button 
‘ut of the car That was good news for new test driver 
Chistian Klien, who ultimately ran more laps than anyone 
ar Renault's Kovalainen over his seven days. and for Jamies 
Rossiter, who enjoyed si daysatthe wheelandwasan 
impressive sith overallin the second Jerez test. Rubens 
Barrichellowas fastest on thellast day ofthe fist Jerez 
test, but didnot do the second Marco Andrettiranon 

the final Jerez day see page). 


BMW SAUBER(IS74LAPS) 
BMW kept things fairas Robert Kubica ran $43 apsin total 
and Nick Heidfeld ust one fewer. despite having a day lessin 
‘the cockpit. Sebastian Vettel got around half that mileage, 
while spare’ tester Timo Glock hada day teach circutt. The 
team seemediess comfortable with the switch of tyre 
‘brands than other ex-Michelin runners. 


RENAULT (IS40LAPS) 
The busy Heikki Kovalainen set the second fastest overall 
time at the second|erez test while running the new 2007 
‘gearbox. Giancario Fisichellaran for alls daysatjerez, 
after Netson Piquet jr drove the second car at Barcelona 


McLAREN(1429LAPS) 

‘Alonso'slate appearance in Pedro dela Rosa's usual seat 
equalled the news value of Mika Hakkinen’'s comebackrun 
at Barcelona. Hamilton missedonly the fist day at Jerez 
‘where Gary Paffett drove), but otherwise ranasmuchas 
possible, twice topping the day timesat erez 


TOYOTA(ISS3LAPS) 

Uniquely. Toyota hada day to itself at Barcelona andagainat 
‘thesecondjereztest but itevened out at nine days overall 
Jarno Truliand Raif Schumacher set the two fastest times of 
the Barcelona week when on their own, Trullicommenting, 
thattyre pick-up compromised performance when the 
track was busy. New test driver Franck Montagny also 
‘appeared, while TOP young drivers Kohei Hiate and Karn 
Kobayashi were givenia generous three days each Sic drivers 
‘anintotal, and Over Panis made his farewell appearance. 


FERRARI(I287LAPS) 
The Scuderia had to do without the contractually tied 
Kimi Raikkonen, although he appearedin the garage 


briefly at Jerez. Abusy Luca Badoer ran onalinine days. with 
Felipe Massa logging Seven and Marc Gene two. Badoer was 
fastest on the third day at Barcelona and Massa matched 
thatfeaton the fist dayat Jerez, andwasalso second 
overalifor that test. An engine failure on the last day at 
Jerez gave some cause for concer, 


REDBULL RACING (1O81LAPS) 

The Bridgestone newcomersranarelatively quiet 
programme with the Ferrar-engined RB2, Mark Webber had 
hisfirst outing at Barcelona, andranallthree days at the first 
Jerez test,but did not take partin the second. David 
Coulthardalso missedthe last test, where Michael 
‘Amnmermulierand Tonio Livezi drove. 


‘TOROROSSO(1054LAPS) 
Minardi used Bridgestone tyres until 2008, solts successor 
haslessadapting todo than other ex-Michelinrunners. Scott 
‘Speed and Tonio Liuzziboth appearedon seven dayswith 
the obsolete V10-poweredcar. The Americanwas shaken up 
byabigaccidentin the second)erez test. Sebastian Bourdals 
wasa surprise nomination (see p8), andhelpedby Speed's 
problem ran afullthree days. He became thellast driver touse 
contemporary Cosworth F1 engine inanger. 


‘SUPER AGURI(893LAPS) 
‘Anthony Davidson gave the team’s controversialinterim 
Honda-derived carits firstrun over six days Barcelonaand 
the firstjerez test, andhis position inthe midfieldreflected 
thehuge step the car represents. Takuma Satotook over for 
the fullthree daysof thelaterJerez test. 


WILLIAMS (673 LAPS) 
‘Aieady seen in September. the single Toyota-powered 
FW28B.an onallnine avallable daysbut recorded 
‘substantially less mileage overallthan the lone Aguri car, 
Nico Rosberg appeared just fortwo daysat the firstJerez 
test iutwas sixth overal, while Alex Wurz only ranfor three 
days. the same as new test driver Kazuki Nakajima Narain 
Karthikeyan hada day at Barcelona, The tearnwas satisfied 
withits 2007 seamiless-shift gearbox. 


‘SPYKER(OLAPS) 
Between engine suppliers forthe moment Spyker 
chose to focus ts resources on readying the definitive 
2007 car. Along with Ferrarthe ex-jordan teamisthe 
longest-serving Bridgestone customer,andarguably 
hadlesstogain thanmost. 


LAREN > RAIKKONEN F 


‘ORCED TO SIT OUT TESTING 
—— 


WHO DOES THAT GUY THINK HE IS? 
Looking forallthe world ike Top Gear's The Stig. Fernando Alonso gets 
‘downtobusinessonhisist daybehindthe wheel ofa McLaren ca. He 


{gottheametyce allocation as team-mate Lewis amitton,butwasslower 
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7 Williams 

17 SuperAgur 
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‘The sun set on Olivier Panis's FL 
testing career with Toyota at Jerez 
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MADE IN THE USA 


Do Sebastien Bourdais and Marco Andretti need to race in F1? By DAVID MALSHER 


Andrett became the third generation of he qrest | 
UStamty to sample Fl power winenbe ested er onda oe 


ees eS i 


“IF YOUCcan drive, youcan drive. Period.” Mario 
Andrettiis famously quotedas saying. Butas, 
‘each category of motorsporthasbecome 
‘more specialised its disciplines so particular, 

‘Andretti's statement has never before been so debatable. 

‘One man given the chance to prove Andrettiright is his 
‘own grandson Marco, who wasgivenatest in Honda's 
RA106 at Jerez on December 15 asareward for winning the 
Rookie of the Year tile in IRL IndyCars, a series to whom 
the Japanese marque suppliesall the engines. The other 
driver anxious to live up to Mario's theoryis Sebastien 
Bourdais who drove the 2006-spec Scuderia Toro Rosso 
ccarforthree daysatJerez. The Frenchman's causehasiong 
been trumpeted by Andretti Sr too, and Bourdais himself 
hhasalwayshoped that Champ Car would bea stepping 
stone to Formula 1,ratherthanafinal destination. 

‘Marco Andretti definitely won't be inF1 in 2007, andit 
ishighly unlikely that Bourdais willbe either. Sebastien last 
‘week reiterated that, as faras he's concerned. he remains 
‘a Champ Car driver in 2007. For 2008 though. itis perfectly 
feasible that both could be on the grid for the opening 
round, fhe proves his worth over current STR drivers Scott 
‘Speed and Vitantonio Liuzzi, Bourdals couldlandaberth at 
the team, andif the rumours regarding Rubens Barrichello, 
‘retiring have any foundation, Honda may wellfavour the 
‘idea of putting Andretti alongside Jenson Button. 

Thebig~huge—question's, could Andretti Jrand 
Bourdaishackitin F1?Both are seriously talented drivers, 
butittakes so much more than just talent to succeedin 
racing’stop category. 

Lookat Robert Kubica, regarded by many 1 observers 
aslast year’s Yind..Inoff-season testing, wehearhe’sbeen 
struggling. Asa man who likes to turn into a corner hyper: 
aggressively, twas astyle that suited the Michelins that 
BMW ran last year, With everyone now Bridgestone-shod, 
‘Kubica has found that the Japanese company’srubber 
favours drivers who do their brakingiina straight ine 

Kubica willget some breathing space from the 
judgmental because he has already proven he has alent. 
Arookie struggling with a similar type of nuance could find 
himself quickly dismissed as inconsequential 

Then there Is Bourdais’ and Andrett’'s finishing school to. 
consider In terms of racing, the IRL IndyCar Seriesis about 
asfar removed fromF1 asit’s possible tobe in open-whee! 
‘cars, Eleven ofthis year's 14 IndyCar races were heldon 
‘ovals circuits which havelttle ornorelevance toF 1. 

‘And, remember, 2006 was Andrett’ first season. 

Interms of equipment. Champ Cars are hugely different 
toF1 machinery, so Bourdais, who won his three tities 
Using lick tyres, aturbocharged engine, a manual gearbox 
and steel brakes, also hasalottolearn—and uniearn. 

‘What willBourdais and Andretti have taken from their 
experience in Champ Carsand IndyCars respectively that 
has any bearing toF1? Working with thelr chief engineer 
forstarters. And being comfortable at 200mph. as well as 
being mentally ahead of the car, Apart from that, nothing, 


de Ferran added: “Ithink he did 
400d job, as good aswe could 
tavehopedfor The programme 
srnalaoat geting him 
{clmatisedtotherarsyou 
havetorememberbe dint 
cvenknowthecct. 

“cventhingwasnewto bin 
sndhewastfared yall. 
Heseemedverymatureandin 
fulleontrlothistaclies 
Watcinghimostonthe reat 
hecertanly didn ook atradot 
itandbe wa ivigiago. 

“Histime [121.8885] was 
veryresionsblewhenyou 
consider how few laps [67 laps) 
hedid Hehadisueswithhis 
‘visor steaming up atfirst and 
thenbehadtotaeinallthe 
carssstems cota 
fodfitdey. 


“Ihadalotoffunandi'sjst 
ashameitwasonlone ay.” 
said Andetti."ttook mesome 
timetogetusedtothebrakes 
andthetractioncontoibut 
‘oncelidthatlstartedtolp 
‘moreconsistently” 

onda sporing director Gi 


Bourdais'saving graces that he has never sat back and 
been content with being the best driver in Champ Car. 
Knowing that he (increasingly comfortably)had the 
measure of his team-mate, while the Newman/Haas team 
‘would more often than not give him amechanical, aero or 
strategic advantage over his closest rivals Justin Wilson, 
Paul Tracyand A) Alimendinger—itwouldhave been easy 
for Bourdais to do just enough towin the title these last, 
three years. But that justisn'thim. 

‘Maybe it’s because he has alwayshad this obsession 
with Formula 1,and thathe feels the need to prove himself 
tolts managers Maybeit’s]ust because of who he's. But 
‘almost without exception, he has tried to take every pole. 
win everyrace and notch up every fastestlap. He has this 
overwhelming urge to prove not only that he'sthe best, 
buthow big amarginhe has over the rest Asa result. he 
has stayed sharp, 

‘Marco, of course. is coming froma different angle. at an 
ceatier stage in his career. He wasn't with the bestteamin 
‘tar Mazda, buthe didn'tlotter to try towin thetitle. He 
‘moved on to the Indy Pro Series, and took three wins and 
three pole positions —allat road courses When Dan 
Wheldon electedto jump from Andretti Green Racing 
toGanassilast year there was an openingin ndyCars. 

Andretti may not have adapted to oval racing quite 
aswellashe'dhave liked the qualified 14th or lower five 
times) buthe certainly didn'tlook out of his depth. He 
famously only lost the Indy S0Oin the last few yards, while 
‘on road courses he wasinhis element: he qualified second 
and won at Sears Point. At Watkins Glen he qualifies third 
‘andwas set for another podium untila crass manoeuvre by 
‘abackmarker senthim into the barriers. 

Generally Marco doesn't get himseifintotoomany 
scrapes. While his father Michael admits that driving ike his, 
fierce rival Al Unser jGe:not always going flat-out) might 
have earned him more victoriesinhis outstanding Champ 
Car career, Marco already has that patience built-in. 

While Michael went into F1 as much out of curiosity as 
desire (and spent alot of time kicking himself that he had 
relinquished the best Champ Car seat to Nigel Mansel0. 
‘Marco has real hunger for grand prixracing He, ike 
‘Mario, fels it's the pinnacle of the sport. 

That being so.if Sebastien Bourdais and Marco Andretti 
want to make a serious go of it~and undoubtedly they do 
—then a year ofF1 testing should be regarded as essential 

The 1995 Champ Car title winner Jacques Vileneuve 
isnot regardedin the same light as Michael Schumacher 
{and Mika Hakkinen, but was close enoughin terms of 
ability that. witha car advantage, he could and did beat 
them. He had done nearty 6000 miles of testing for 
Willarnsby the time he made his debutin Melbourne in 

‘96, Onacircult new to everyone. he went out andtook 
pole position. 

Bourdais and Andretti may have greater potential than 
JV.But to make the most ofthat talent. they have to give 
themselvesa ightingchance. 3 


“Gettingusedtothe brakes, 
asthe biggesttask Not only 
{id hefind that theca stopped 
very quickly butthe carbon. 
Drakes require afferent sort 
‘of modulation, sohe wasjst 
‘getting used tothe stopping 
‘istancesandbowtodealwith 
‘theactualbraking. 

“There mayhave beensome 
timetobehad there but think 
itwasoneofthose situations 
whereithedjstsleptonithe 
swouldhave woken upqutes 
Ditquickerthe next ayjustio 
termsof getting usedtoit. ts 
Iardtomahe anytime 
‘comparisons whensomeoneis 
havingtheirfisttimeinacar 
butl thought he dia goodjob.” 

‘Therearenofirmplansto 
ive Andrettifurtherseattime 


= § Q&A 


SEBASTIEN 


BOURDAIS 


Wereyouhappy with your 
; performance duringthetest? 
Iwasa couple oltenthsbehind 
Teono[Lazz ol washappy 
withthat AIm212sisquite 
I honourablelamcomfortable 
withwhat have done. thas 
beeinteresingandi hope 
Igetsomemoe. 


Did you set any targets? 
Everything was set bythe team 
—wenevertargetedone ap 

time. Wewere onlyallocated 
acertalnnumberoftyes,s0 

‘edicatedlow-felruns were 
io ood: the team wanted to 
see evolution overthethvee 

days We ddlongruns~itwas 
aliplannedin advance. 


Willwesee you testing 
again for Toro Rosso? 
Thatisa good question! dis 
rybesttoimpressthe team, 
andhopetlly di. so, then 
‘igetmore chances. they 
were not satisfied therevillbe 
nofollow up. lgrabbed the 
‘opportunity andar grateful 
toSTRForthe chance 


‘Areyouconvinced 
you'dliketobeinF1? 
Sure, is thefastestcaronthe 
planet and lot offunto drive. 
Tdon'thave the powerto 
‘choos. itismeantto be, 


itwithappen 
some stage. Lews Halton, 

forexample hasdonealthe Wherewillyouberacing 
preparation becando. With in2007-F1 orChampCars? 
Marcothough.|thinkperhaps —_iisnotinueston.wouldnot 
thatissilalitieearytobe | dothattoNewmas/Haas The 
specalting about)” optontadosomethingele 
Tony Dodgins other than Champ Crranout 


‘onSeptember15—alongtime 
agolldonitseemeleaving 
Newan/Haassolateinthe 
Season. signatureisinthe 
booksfornertseason. Forme, 
itsnotevenworth discussing, 
boathopefulyithappensfor 
2008.tundestand your 
‘question, asboth STR) divers 
‘axe not confirmed, actually 
wishtheyhadbeenbutifthey 
axetobereplacedthenitisnot 
foingto bere Maybel can 
joinin2008,butthatis way 
toofarabead 
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PIT & PADDOCK 


oC organisers Johnsson (fa right) and Mouton far lett) 
D> oncate the acai to bring te vert to Weney Yor 2007 


HAMIPS (innnn fate 


JOSVERSTAPPENcouldbe onthe _wilbesomeimohementtom hin. 
vergectbecomingaChampCar However theevactaturetthat 
AhiveolowingPaulSioddan’s _ievohementisnaetfinalied.” 
admtancethathis‘old FI diver GiventhatRabertDoombasis 


isapotentialcandidateforhis aoa Muermans-sponsored 
ORGANISERS OF the Race of Cha uf ‘ew MiardiTeamUSAoutit. dvr, theressome speculation 
have vowed to make next year’s Wei f Stoddart whobeore thathetoo'sapotential candidate 
spectacular the biggestin the event's history ber event. w Onistmasannouncedthathe _forMinar."Robertissomeone 
The Wembley deal, the possibilty of which 000, subject to Motor Sports Associat wouldbetatingacontroling __wearetahingto," sid Stoddart. 


was first revealed in Autosport January 27, 2005),was wer the interestinthe CTE Racing HVMA Where thisleavesthe tear’ 
announced at the conclusion of thisyear’sevent at the incerns teamand ebrandingt sat 2006 ves Neon Philippe and 
Stade de France. Although organisers have only jus Tosand! go back along way anlar ow) isuncea. 


started towork on the details ofthe Wembley ROC afte nde have agood working Store “Running 
agreeingaone-yearinital deal plus options for further tomorrow relaonship. tink wouldbe _carsisrobobabittoomuch for 
events with operators ofthe new stadium two weeks ago e taken care anasetioteseresandanaset 2007: trelstheam Weare 
they are optimistic of aspectacular event. gotnodoubt that they willbe ready time. toMraTeamUSA-Soyes.there eet aking tofour res 
Fredrikohnsson, who co-organises the RoC alongside he likes of David Coulthard and Colin McRae, long. arenegoitionsgoingor but indingNetionandDan, 
former rally star Michele Mouton, sai: "Ihope this willbe time supporters ofthe RoC return for 2007 therewilbenoannouncements  Thereaeothersbeyondthat” 
the biggestRace of Champions. Wehave gotacoupleof World Touring Car Champion Andy Priauls. who made thisside ofthe New ear” 
areasthat we are planning to develop and now that we his RoC debut at the Stade de France this month, sas Stoddan suggested ht 
havefinishedthe 2006 RoC wewillstartiookingatthe hoping toreturn therecouldbe maj Dutch 
exact detallsofthe programme. It'sthe 20thanniversary ian terest Mina Team USA 
we have afew surprises planned earinfront i207, thanksto Hany 
is stillearly days, andim sure that there willbe nite me back Merman wha byt 
stronginterestrom the motorsport woridand even sporsredjnHeenat 
Outside of motorsport business. We're turning Wembley ost the RoC Dae Come acing, 
stadium the most famous stadiumin the world int g:timehostGran “Horysnatony 
aracetrack c 2 daysthe eventranin busnessasicte bute’ 


That's going toattractalot of curiosity. We've already e Nurburgring and Monti 


atsoagoodtiend andthere 
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BRISCOE SET FOR = woisins 
PENSKE PORSCHE = wi” 


Bacon ee as || capone! 
Peano Macc eet atecnine 
ba eer Ey eg Py 
pr umeerane, eereeera | Pesan 
TheAstalanvhoweswithouta —presertathePoscheMotonport the MOsportscarprogammes 
Porc ee a fae i 
uiananes Mammo = Sete Bunce | E 
peered, lenin Sgeigicrahe paierivtona 
‘dass RSSpyders Hewouddsharehis —_expectedtofilthevacantprototype Frenchman. whowon the bigracein LeMans Series line-up last (>} ENGARDE, SUPER GIEDO 
cents scence, eee” uetencsatcee QD peicercnsvanererecartioet te 
meaieaRinnke — miiienintegaa manne, Scocerace”” — Seulgstemnativearionecemesno 
Gommmctesionet — oatntaenigne operon) es aaenhantt enigeeeeesceecspe 
meceneees, erm Ce een Selbrnonetenrtoms eying 
Samoans 
‘Stippler and Pierre Kaffer, UTIL SET FOR SPYKER 
ST, OS open 
DYSON IN SHOCK ALMS Se | cetacean 
Ce ee ela 
SWITCH TO RUN SPYDERS “isimpoctanttousthat —_Cvsimas The23-yea-olGermanimpresedtheteamyth 
prototype ranksformextyear’s Team boss Chris Dyson said: “Thisismoreofa ‘Audi R10TDI.” said Audi DAYTONA BID BY WESTBROOK 
NM "nutes maensnnnstnsaortersounstmt 
The dealrevivesa successful ‘Dyson maintained that his targeted Creation and Zyteh to. added: “At Audi will finally MORE ALMS FOR KELLENERS 
are peer epee 


{vision Thefrmer Champion Aud, ACEMCO Saleen and Ris 
Feerar divers understoodto have agreedtoleadthe team's 
assaultonthe GT2 dasswithanewPorsche 911 GT3-RSR. 


PORSCHE 
WINSIN 
BAHRAIN 


ONRAD-LECHNERMotonport 
wontheinaygua Batrain24 
our, eldbetre Citas. 
IsPorche 9113: RR 
vwascrewedty FrareKonad 
WotganKaudnann Mictae 
Seve Luciano daSiaand 
MirosavKonopa, 
Thesecond placed 
Due Motorsport un 
lostitshopesafetoryethan 
clectronctvot peti, 
The)MB RacngFean'360 
ftsBenAucottandjoe 
MacaiandNewZeslander Porsche defeated BMW and The Vaushal Bits Touring Cor team will unvellits Super 
Rob isontook thie place Farvart su the firework, 2000 specication VectraHatchatAutospotntemationa 
Theswitchtothe Vectra fistrevealed in Autosport uly 20), 
has beenmade part owingtothe superionty ofthe baseline 


PE EOT “A MON H aerodynamic package in comparison withthe Astra Spot 

COLCIAGO BACK ‘ahead ampere pesto 
" 

ON WORLD STAGE BEHIND SCHEDULE Titre oablest ww autorpr-teations 


comorfromthe ticket hotline on 08703802244, at 


news update... news update... 
Autosport iterationalithe only motorsport 
txhbitionwhereyoucantvb shoulders with tas past 
tnd presen Former rand prcacesDerehWareickand 
JohnWatsonwillbe attending aswiljohnny Herbert 
andstaraerodynamicit dran Newey. Sportscar star 
Johnny Mowiemwillalobe theretomeethisfans 
afterabusy 2006 season whichincloded outingsin 
theDaytona LeMans andSpa24Houtaces. 


TWW-TOPSTALWARTRoberto _topflightofinternational PEUGEOTSNEW :bo-dese Jory 1O.whenthecars €26.00peradultincluding entry tothe 45-minuteLive 
Colciagowillretumfull-time touringearracing fouryears | LeMans 74Houschalengersa torn Cioewundspesse tion ena Chilren(S-5 years willbe adnittedfor 
totheWorld Touring ar ‘onfromcontestingthe rmonthbehindschedue Autosport Pats prodnggound Atthesame £18.50, while the elitePaddock Pass costs £32.00. 
‘Championshiptobolster ‘European Touring Car seamed. tine, twalreveaial ses Therearealimited numberof PaddockPasses available, 
‘the SEAT anksin 2007. CChampionshipwiththe Alf The 908LMPT prototype had Sporcarregdars Meas 

“TheSEATItaliasquadthat —-Romeofactorysquad. beenduetoruninDecembertut — MinassianandStephane Sarasin Alimited-eton Platinum ub pass avalable for. 
fieldedthe38-yeoroldintwo SEATSportbeasjaimePuig | thecsed-topdesignilnownot _cantestLeMansandthefve-und _—Thespeciaticketofesfansaccesstothe VPencosurinthe 
WiCCeventsin2006ismoving ssid:“Theteamwoninttalyand | turanbeeluntlthesecondweekcf LeMans Senes whe Champ Car Live Action Arena complet with champagne andcanapes. 
uptotheworldseriesafter ——nowitwantstostepforvard. | januay. Peugrotolnedite racsSebastien Bourtaiswaljin Free carparking and exclusive accessto the Driver SigningArea 
winningthisyear’sdomestic _Thatisthecorrectway.” | cetverycttheteybodycomponents _uplorthe24Hours. isaboinduded. 

Thedealmarks _SEATItaliaisrunbythe | ‘iomasvcontactorforthe dey Theidenttyfthe remaining 

Coleiago'sfullreturntothe Scuderia Girasoleteam. Peugeatuillanchthe9080n  theediversisuncea 
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aeyeerare here 


Alrtrack 


SPECIAL STAGE anal 


/PONS TO TAKE 
07 SABBATICAL 


AFTERCOMPETING —_—_buteollected 19 ofhis 32 driver, 


with numberone pointsinthelastfourralliesof 
onthedoorsafhis _—thestason. 

CitroenXsaraWRCforthelast Ponssaid:“Despitewhat 
threeroundsofthe ‘Ishowedinthelast 
season, Xavier Ponshas partoftheseason, 
announced he willnot andhavingsome 
takepartinthe2007 proposalsonthetable, 
WRC season. none ofthem offered 

Pons, whowas ‘mete minimum 
chosenahead of Colin guaranteestoface 
Mekae tostandinfor aseasontryingfor 
theinjuredSebastien Pons podiums. Nobody 
Loeb hasbeen unable could offerusa good 
tosecurethehindofdeathe _testingprogramme. Toaccept | 
wantedforthecomingseason. _thatwastowastealthe work 
The26-year-oldfinished uptonow. Itisverysad, but | 


> Norwegian Henning Sotbery seventhinthe2006standings, tha’sife.” 
tun Ford Focus WRE 06 in Expert livery in 2007 


ENTRIESBOOST 2007 32! se. 
WORLD RALLY LINE-UP 220 


‘THEENTRY for the 2007 World Rally byHenningSoberg whoseFocusRSWRCOSvilruninthe | feandspestsessonsedtie Citas eta apey 
Championshiphasshownasignificantincreasein _orangelivery of sponsor Expert.Alithree Stobart cars wil full PWRCin2008,withthe with tsnalfindngs 
thenumberoffrontiine cars that will compete the complete championship, with Latvala and aim of contesting the world Next month's Mor 
regularly during the season, with eight teams : points ahead of 19-year-old Wilsor champlonstipina Word Rallye theft tim 
lining.up for some rounds of the series. ‘Atthe announcement ofhistwo-year deal, Solberg was factrySubarulmprezaWRChas 
TheheadlinenewssurroundsCitroenSport'sreturnto _upbeat about the seasons to come. “Thisyear the goal was tated an event onanyti 
the ‘the podium inatleast one event."he said. Wedid | three-eventPWRCschedule _otherthanPelityres. 


sa Manufacturer One entry. alongwith Fordand 


sium | (Mexico, ArgentingandGB) ——_ivitedtesting SubaruWorid 
withafullassaultontheUS aly Teamoperations director 


urkey, Next year our aim willbe tov 


ecaris the bestwe can getandit’sB 


Subaru. The big three aside, there willbe four Manufacturer 
as Suzuki Sporto 


Two outfits competing, asw 


rounds. On raliesin which Suzuki's SK4 WRC isp went: Rally Norway. ‘series ina Subaru. Pastrana, Howarth as pleased. 
entry list wllboast upwards of 17 World Rally Cars. M-Sportwilfielda third WRC team on at ‘said his 2008 results would Stating outwith anewtye 
Kronos Racing. the teamwhichran Sebastien Loebto __—_least 10rounds The CompancMunchiesFordteam (running | determine isroute ier isnevereay" he si, 
thisyear’s World Rally Championship title, wilrunabraceof under M2 status) wil comprise Argentine privateer Luis the following year. ndstring nM Cato 
Citroen XsaraWRCs. Austrian driverManfredStohlretumns Perez Compar thes and his countryman Juan Pablo The 23-year-old sa thetoughesteventromatyre 
tokronos forall 16rounds havingcompeted 10timesin _—Rales (whois co-driven by Companc’s brother Jorge Perez “Marcus Gronholmwas perspective —makes that 
a Kronos Xsarain 2008. Stohiwillbejoinedforsirallesby  Compancon sixevents Itisbelleved Gareth MacHiale’s 16- | motorerosser, Sebastien ‘rocestalitle tougher. That 
former Peugeot works driver Daniel Carlsson. Cartsson's round programme willalsorununderthisteam’'sumbrela, | Loebagymnast.There'sa id. wewerevrypleasedvith 
programme willbegin with the Swedish Rally ~anevent Finland's Toni Gardemeister willleada UAE-financed lotofsportsthatworkinto the rewtsfromthetest Pte 
hels aiming towinin the Citroen. hiteam with Khalid A ina secondLancer rallying. At myage.t'm [Botbergland Qs thinson} 


NEW SUPERSPECIAL FOR ARGENTINA Stsscocccu meena 


tthe 07 specimpre 


EVO SERIES SEVERS BRC TIES 


aC eentin “Weare pleasedtoindude the RC manage Mark Teor sai 
UsterRally—itfisintothe calendar “Thadaninkingthiswasgoingto 

happen I’sacommerialdecsion 

by Mitsubishi an onlytheyhnow 


TheChulenge wtichisbased _wha'sestfortheirchampionshp.” 
BRC ast aroundthesameGoupNearsthat Other 2007 Eo Challenge 
year the allege wi fronttheBRC.stugledtogain —_roundsincludealyeSunseeke, 
GALLI BACK IN ACTION tsubishion acommerc publictyasastandaloneseriesin the Border Counties Rally, Mar 


2007—somethingthatwasnotan National aly SeveralleRaly, 
ssueimANCRO,whichstilalows Swansea Ral Buildogaly 
Rally Crstocompete andone other gavel :ound. 


Gigi Gal returned toa Peugeot 307 WRC for the Bettega level Therefore weave 
‘Memorial Rallysprinteafir this month. The Italian took his éeasontofeatue moe 


second straight win n the Bologna Motorshow support event 
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OVS SUPERCAR 
REVIEW 


at 2000-0000 
Tes ona mater of wees since the 
Asie V8 Super charpioshp was 
‘wapped up ncontovesal ashon at 
Philip and Wel, tobe prec. 
eas seed ina courtoom in 
Mfdoune onthe day after the ce. 
es tat conte y/o 
Incident wb one ofthe mary and 
moments you sein ths amg, 
four-hour even, Ate thee 
rounds induting the legendary 
athustYOOO, he protagonists 
went into the ast ace elon points. 
Has that tough an tat ght wth 
‘pray dose hat Mount 
Pinon. Reve al those dose 
‘moments agai on Satay rein, 


SELIENEMS 


FREEACCESSTO 


‘AUTOSPORT.COM 
WORTHESO 


FORMULA 1 
‘SEASON REVIEW 


Sun 1125-1225 
youre wttout satete telson 
maf then yu be 
hang same prety severe symtoms 
by no. the heart fhe of se So 
you wok want to mas» precios 
ou of ree action on ws 
2 clas season tat wet ight down 
tothe wr, ng tat van opener 
back n March ght bea stant 
‘memo by nom was. of owe, 3 
(pet Sacer vers Noro Bate 
That the ane or the ret fhe 
season. Ths your chance to reve 
the wale story a wea 
asda of tack bits uch 

23 ches etemet aed Ki 
Bakoven sgn or eran 
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Dec28-Jan3 


TV/RADI 


TERRESTRIALERADIO 


1925-1225 F Sexson Revew eon) 
oO 


CHAMEL KEK EELROSPOR 


MOTORS TV 


‘0100-0300 ALNS Review 
10300-0500 Spe Review 
(0500-0700 SEAT Cua Review 
{9700-1000 Bits 3 Review 
1800-1930 0s Trophy 
2000-2200 V8 Siperass 
12200-0000 FA GT Review 


2000-0130 Aad pty 
(0300-0500 Spe Renew 


2200-2330 sods Trop et) 


0300-0430 tio opty 
(500-0700 NASCAR Bich view 
700-0730 Buin F1 2006, 
1030-1230 RAI Review 
1400-1500 Race A aly UX 
1300-1600 Britcar 26 Hous 
1800-1930 460 Top 
2000-0000 8 Supe Review <> 


0100-0200 brica 24 Hows 
(0300-0700 V8 Spercan 
1100-1500 78 Sipe 
1500-1630 os opty 
1800-1900 Bra 2 Has 
2000-21008 Speco 


(0300-0500 NiscAR Buch Rewew 
(9500-0700 8 Supercars Revew 
(800-1000 8 Spec even 
1300-1500 NASCAR Buch Review 
1500-1800 8 Supecan Review 
2100-0200 3 Supeces Ronen 


(300-0500 N'SCAR Buch Ree 
(500-0700 8 Superan Review 


ogo 
1300-1500 MASCAR Bach Review 
1500-1600 Betas 24 Hous 
1600-1800 V8 Supercars Review 
17230-2300 Sebsten Bowrais 
Feause 


SSS SPORTS 


SKY SPORTS. 


0000-0100 ace Wort 
(0230-0330 Roce Won 
1000-1100 face Woe 
1530-1630 Face Woe 


9600-0700 Race Won 
(900-1000 apo 


2300-0400 tarpon 
(500-0600 Warpone: 


(0830-1200 Wi Moo Spt 


1230-1330 Mapores 
1330-1600 vod MotorSport 


OTHER SATELLITE 


MOTORS TV 


NEXT WEEK 
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rAutosport! RS AND OPINION 
Teddington Studios, Broom Road, 


‘Teddington, Middlesex TWII 98E, UK 


Situaearm enoesrrn 


scram mcm nt 
tri cama em 
rae Titty 
Soret Sire 

Dee oe 


Semuesy rooy 
Tho tera 


‘voto otros et 
tains se fens cere 
SSransonbarowassicor io 
regain 2 
‘aches pa ne | 
Wkerny tp ab rom al gn TL 


hon Grin 
fire Eien 


YOU SAY > 


“I cheered Clay 
to victory at 
Silverstone” 


LETTER OF THE WEEK 
GOODBYE CLAY 


EVER SINCE) started following Formula 1 
Ferrari with a passios puts me 
ends the rules to get its own way: think about Monza 


However, Ih 


ways had a soft spot for Clay Reg 
crashed in front of me in the rerstone in 1975 (hooray, he 


\was in a Ferrar), and | am proud to say I cheered him to victory at the 
same track in 79 for Willams. Goodbye, Clay | shall miss yo 

Simon Hird 

via email 


‘Thiswoeksstarletter wer wi receive 
the UK sbest- sling suet let system 
Road Angel Comput worth £19.99 
Fovturtherinformation on Road kage) 


products please wt 
srw blackspot com 


a aresponteee 


tik HAVE 
Hind SHAKEN 
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SURTEES SPEAKS 

have noted with interest 
correspondence on the subject 
of the British Touring Car 
Championship not visting 
Siiverstone in 2007. Of course this 
isnot the full story and it should 
be remembered that the two 


junior formulas, which is where 
stars of the future will develop 
from (namely Formula aMW 
and Rena will now also 


acing at Silverstone 
lam a Vice-President 
the BROC, and previously 
a5 a Director fought hard 
to have the BROC support 
the concept of giving 
youngsters the 1 
‘opportunity from karting to cars 
by the support for the Stars of 


Tomorrow karting series and 
This in my opinion was not 


nly vital for the development of 


new but also, when 


ooking at the average age of a 
ROC member, of introducing the 
home of the Grand Prix and the 


BROC to youngsters at an early 


age areer. This year the 
BRO from the karting 
to cars programme junior formula 


drivers will now. with the loss of 
the BTCC Series, 
Silverstone or become acquainted 
e BROC 
although not 
he finest circults inthis 
‘country, isthe home of the British_| 
Grand Prix, and as such should be 
of British motorsport 


with the home of t 


now the circumstances 
2 to why negotiations broke 
‘down, but it frankly shouldn't 
have happened 

John Surtees 

Edenbridge. Kent 


BAMBER’S VIEW | 


‘SHARING CARING 
When will Colin Kolles realise that 
the true supporters of F1 would 
rather see close racing. with all 
ars circulating well within 10 per 
cent of the leading car, than 
watch the slowest cars/poorest 
teams trailing round many 
seconds behind the leading 
teams. If this has to be achieved 
through close co-operation 
between loosely joined teams, so 
be it The fact that he may have 
just got his hands on a decent 
budget must be put to one side 
If he finds this unacceptable, 
then a well paid job in private 


RESULT OF THE YEAR” 
awe CURD 


dentistry in the UK with no 
‘competition may be a good less 
stressful alternative, 

Nell McCulloch 

via email 


LOW LOEBER 


Ht struck me while reading your 
Top SO drivers (December 14/21) 
that thie place probably qualifies 


as Sebastien loeb’s lowest result 
of the yt 

Lawrence Crawford 
via email 


PASTRANA SANDWICH 
Why no Travis Pastrana in your 
Top 50 drivers? Since you love 
Valentino Rossi so much, you 
should recognise the 

achievement of someone who's 


| successfully ced on four wheels 


US rallying) as well as two. 
Charles Lucas 
via email 


thnk Fernando Alonso is overrated 
Amegastar realy ought to monster his 
co-river—lihe Schumacher ito 
Masa this year a Toy Dodins made 
clear December 14/21), 

Thomas Fifer 

visemsil 


Andy Priul should have Been in your 


top 10 or even inthe top S.Tohave 
achieved what he didin site ofthe 
ludicrous weight pealty system 
deserves more recognition, 
Wiliam Boilie 

Long Marston 


There are none of the 
tiresome gaps that 
punctuate some events 


FROM THE 
FORUM 


What you thought 
of our Top 50 
drivers of 2006. 


Fist thing that springs to 


| EDD STRAW - DEPUTY NEWS EDITOR 


{guaranteed to give him a win 
‘or two, The only one I 


behind him is Fis, possibly. 
{ think his position is very fac 


Ross Stonefeld 


Why are Trulli and Webber 


Whenever Trulli was on course 
for a great result the car broke 
down (Monaco, Magny-Cours, 
Brazid, Same thing could be 
said about Webber (Austral, 
Hockenheim, Monte Carlo). 
tis not unreasonable. 


| would have to put Mikko 
Hirvonen in the top 20! Can't 
believe he's not mentioned. 
‘Also, | would put Michael top 
lof the list for going out with 
such a gritty performance, 


The real top three is: 1, Alonso: 
1, Loebs 1, Priaulx. Everyone 


Tet Ft 250 ral be 


est RALLY 82540 fr a be 


ALL RSA rth the a Ray now 


‘THE LETHARGIC, expensive and 
politically rancorous progress of the 
ew Wembley Stadium may have been 
something of a laughing stock over the 
past few years, but North London's 
biggest building site has a shot at 

ption through the annual 
motorsport extravaganza that is 
the Race of Champions 

For much of its life, the Race of 
Champions (Ro, has been a somewhat 
distant affair for British fans, When it 
relocated from its longtime home of 
Grand Canarta to the Stade de France 
In 2004 it moved to within a train's ride 
of these shores, but there isno excuse 
for British fans to miss next year's 
Wembley RoC. 

In Pars for the past three years ithas 
been something of a celebration ofall 
things French. Renautt. Citroen and 
Sebastiens Loeb and Bourdais have been 
the star tums, so much so that when 
Mattias Ekstrom beat Loeb at this year's 
event there was barely even polite 
applause. Merely stunned silence. 

It gets the fans really involved. 

The Wembley event will not be 
Unique — the Millennium Stadium in 
Cardiff has beaten them to it on this, 
year’s Rally GB but it willbe on a whole 
different scale. Race drivers have been 
phased in alongside the rally rivers that 
have traditionally populated the event. 
‘giving it true crossover appeal. In 2006 
there were representatives from the 
worlds of Formula 1, World Rallying. 
Champ Cars. Rally Raids, World Touring 
Cars, DTM and British Touring Cars on 
display. To put it bluntly if you're reading 
this magazine there is certain to be 
something to your taste there. 

The organisers have already spoken 
| about some big plans for the 20th 

anniversary event. This year, the British 
team split into two for an Autosport 


crowd rewed up? 

The event also has a proud history of 
attracting some of the top names in the 
sport. Michael Schumacher competed 
2 couple of years ago (when he was 
famously beaten by eventual winner 
Heikki Kovalainen) So in terms of home 
heroes surely no-one is out of the 
question. Jenson Button would have 
Competed this year, but for his injury, and 
how about bringing in someone such as 
Lewis Hamilton, hopefully off the back of 
a spectacular debut F1 season, alongside 
WICC champion Andy Priaul? 

The RoC is, above all, a crowd event. 
The divers love the atmosphere and the 
chance to compete for bragging rights in 
an environment where the only pressure 
is that which they put on themselves. It 
allows the fans to see race carsin 2 
completely different environment 
Granted, the speeds are hardly earth: 
shattering and in the grand scheme of 
things there is little more than a bit of 
individual and national pride to fight for 

The format. too, should be irresistible. 
Since the whole competition is run over 
‘ix hours with on-track activity all the 
time, there are none of the tiresome 
gaps that punctuate some race meetings 
in this country. In fact, the main danger 
is over-stimulation! 

With a crowd of around 70,000 the 
target. there's every chance that the 
Race of Champions could become one 
of the big events of the motorsport 
calendar alongside the likes of the 
British Grand Prix, the Goodwoods and 
Rally GB. December may traditionally 
be something of a month off, at least 
in circuit racing circles, but in 2007 
British motorsport could give itself, 
and the beleagured new stadium, 

‘a wonderful boost. 


‘Wembley (iit finished on time) could 
Ibehome to. scene ike this in 2007 


‘mind: Massa, two wins third in = BOOK 
the championship, ranked 
‘4th behind Heidfeld, Tru, England versus F1 Racing Scotland. 
Webber Fisichella, Button. The home international tournament 
‘Should be a litle bit near may have long died out in football, but 
the top, don't you think? how about a Welsh, Norther Irish and 
Cfhores maybe even Irish team to capitalise 
(on old rivalries and really get the By Nicholas Foulkes 


Published by Quadrite, £25 
ISBN: 1 84400 2411 


‘Towards the end of this excellent book, 
Nicholas Foulkes writes: “It s a fair 
assumption to say that for al of the Bentley 
Boys the 1920s were the happlest days of 
thelr ives... even if they didn’t know It at 
the time.” Surely true ~ and the author has 
‘captured the heady days of the Roaring. 
‘Twenties quite beautifully in one of the 
most fascinating and entertaining motor 
racing books ve read. 

What a time it must have been ~ if you 
had the money and position enjoyed by this. 
‘group of raffish men. They had survived the 
horrors of the Great War, and ahead of them 
lay the Wall Street crash, the Depression 
‘and the dark rise of fascism. But this w 
‘the summer of their lives ~ and they made 
‘the most of the sunshine while it lasted. 

‘The Bentley Boys, a moniker disliked by 
the chaps themselves, lived fast in every 
way. One of them, the truly heroic Glen 
Kidston, summed up their ethos perfectly 
“Life, | Imagine, is given to man or woman — 
‘more particularly man (less enlightened 
times, female readers!] - to do something 
with, Mere existence to me Is just wasting 
‘one’s life. Because one has means is, to my 
‘way of thinking, a greater reason why one 
should strive to do something” 

‘What they did was put British Racing 
Green on the motorsport map, winning. 
the Le Mans 24 Hours five times between 
11923 and’30. But this book is not centred 
‘on rehashed race reports, and does not 
offer a technical breakdown of Bentley 
‘cars. Its a human story, starting with WO's, 
founding of his beloved company in"19 
and ending with the marque’s withdrawal 
from racing in’30. 

‘These ebullient characters WO, Woolf 
Barnato (rich, playboy shareholder from 
1926 and ace driver), Dr Benjafield, Henry 
‘Tim’ Birkin, The Autocar writer and racer 
“Sammy Davis, Kidston and others ~ are 
crafted with affection, humour and respect 
by Foulkes in tight prose, presented in 
short, sharp chapters. These qualities make 
the book accessible, as does the superb 
format. The great story Is accompanied by 
simply wonderful photographs. 

Ifyou don’t know much about this era, 
read this book. You'lllove it. 
bs 
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MINI CHALLENGE - ROUNT 


This year the MINI Challenge entered its Sth, and most successful year. Forty-nine 
competitors competing over 16 rounds at some of Europe's finest circuits have yielded 
some of the closest wheel-to-wheel racing in Britain. Regular grids of up to 35 cars 

demonstrate the desirability and competitiveness this formula is becoming known for. 


Congratulations to Gareth Nixon (Nixon Motorsport) for becoming both the MINI 
Challenge Champion 2006, and the Club Class Champion as well as Frederick 
Nordstrém (Advent Motorsport) for clinching the S Class Championship. 
Congratulations also to the runners up: Arthur Forster, Martin Depper, Eric Bailey & 
Gary Kounnis. 


MINI Challenge and Total Track would also like to extend our thanks to every one of GARETH NIXON FREDERICK NORDSTROM. 
our 49 drivers and their teams for a fantastic championship season and for making Overall & Club Class Champion _ Class Champion 

the MINI Challenge such a special series, Special thanks to BARC and Dunlop for their 

support 


MINI CHALLENGE 200 


Entries are now being taken for MINI Challenge 2007, part of the Dunlop Great 
& British Motorsport Festival. MINI Challenge 2007 will include 8 meetings (7 
National, 1 European), and 16 rounds - each of which follows the free practise, 
qualifying then two race format. 


The series is televised on Sky Sports and Motors TV worldwide as well as 
promoted on the www.minichallenge.co.uk website. The website carries up to 
the minute challenge news, results, reports, photos and points along with a 
forum exclusively for drivers and teams. 


Each meeting has full technical advice and parts support, a dedicated MIN! MOTORSPORT CENTRE 

race centre, dedicated admin & organisation team as well as a press & PR OPENS DOORS 

manager, dedicated photographer and the friendliest, most social paddock in ‘Tony Franks/cHier enginxée selotin Coopek walks tee 

PICIOES POC over 26 years is now able to offer upgrade, servicing 

To be a part of MINI Challenge next year, a £1000 deposit will secure your place and motorsport options for both old and new MINIs 

on the 2007 grid. The total entry fee is £5995 + vat. including engine, suspension, MOTs, track day and 
race preparation. 

T 0845 869 2313 E admin@minichallenge.co.uk West Sussex 01273 446666 


0807S €6Z LO “sOMIAN xassam Aq UBISAQ 


www.minichallenge.co.uk www.minimotorsportcentre.com 


FIFTH COLUMN 


NIGEL 
ROEBUCK 


“CLAY WAS SURROUNDED BY PRETTY 
GIRLS, ALL OF THEM GAZING AT THIS 
GLAMOROUS STAR IN THEIR MIDST” 


THIRTY YEARS 290, Autosport’s 
offices werelocatedin Regent Street 
atthe Erosend,andoneieymoming, 

7 inFebruary 1977.1 walkedthe short 
distanceto aritzy hopin Bond Street, 
tointerview a prandprixcrver 

‘The Etienne Aigner company. which manufactures 

high-quality leather goods wasat the time apersonal 

sponsor of Clay Regazzoni 

The interviewhad been fued the way these things 
atways were backthen called Regazzoniathis home 
inLuganoandhhe said he would soonbein Londonto 

\isitthe Aigner shop. When he knew the date. he would 

callme Hedi 

When walked in Clay hadalready atived, and was 
surtoundedby pretty gis who workedin the shop. allot 
them gazingatths glamorous starintheirmidst. When 
hesawmeandsmiingly came overto shakehands 
suddenly became important. too. Heady stuf 

We ended up doing the tape inthe stock oom which 
reekedofleatherandmoney Acouple of chairs were 
broughtin. then acouple ofcoffees We talkedthyough 
the morning anditwas about the most relaxedinterview 
leanremember 

The day after Regazzoni's death, read again through 
the article that fd subsequently written. even played 
back few minutes of the tape. How spolled we werein 
those days. when PRhad yetto invade Formula 1.and 
racing drivers simply saidwhat they thought. without 
fearofretrbution 

‘Anexample. Afters years with Ferra Regazzonihad 
recently been replaced by CariosReutemann, andwasa 
little aggrieved atthe way ithad been done. Enzo Ferrari 
he sad hadassuredhim he would remain as Niki Lauda’s 
team-matein 1977;thatbeingso.hehad turned down 

Offers rom McLaren and Brabham. Verylatein the day 

heaiscovered Reutemanniwasin place 

“Niki alvayswanted me to stay. He caledme after 

Monza, and said, Look be careful because[Luca dl 

Montezeroto|then the team managers pushing for 

Reutemann because of pressure from Fatin South 

‘America’ Youhave to understand that Ferralisvery 

polticalinthat way, okay? The Commendatore runs the 

team—butFiatpayathebils 
“At Monza ld spoken to Bernie [Ecclestone]. He 
wanted me to drive for his [Brabham] team, andmade 

‘me good offer—but thought! was staying with Ferrari 

Afterthelastrace.injapan. Iflewto Englandtoseehim 

again—butbynowof coursehe knew idida'thave 

another drivewithabigteam He said. Twantyoutodrve, 
butinthis moment have not alot of money for you 
because | pay alot for [Carlos] Pace’. said, ‘Okay, forget it. 

Formeit’simportanttorace, because loveit. The money 

isnotsoimportant— like to go racing with nice people 

That being so, Clayhadsigned with Ensign. where 
money couldn'tbe important because there wasntany, 

‘but Mo Nunn andhisite team produceda surprisingly 

‘competitive car. and they were indeed rice people 
‘ASfar as incorme was concerned, Regazz0ni 
shrugged. he wouldmake dowithhispersonal 

‘sponsors suchas Etienne Aigner 

“Tmalso going to race atindionapolis” 
hesaid."Tvealwayswantedtodothe 

Indy500_ 

InaMcLaren, Regazzoniwouldstart 
therace from 29th. getupto 
eighth within 10laps 0 and 
‘hen retire with anoilleak. 
“Yep, thatwas Clay.” 
s2idasorrowfulMario 
‘Andretti whom! 
called uponhearing 
thenews fromitaly, 


“He wasfat outalways wasn'the? Theracersracer 
Andyouknow what, Idon'tthinkhe hadan enemyin 
the world. He wasone of those rae individuals who it 
wasalwaysa pleasure tobewith.tstruckan immediate 
friendship wth him the frsttime methim..that wasjust 
thewayhe was. Tere are some people inoursportwho 
willneverbe replaced~never-andhe'sone afthem,a 
characteryoucan talkabout for the rest of youre” 
reminded Andrettiofatalehe hadtoldmelongago 
aboutMonzain 1972, where hejoined Regazzoniand 
Jacky lckxin the Ferrariteam. twas lunch on Saturday, an 
hour orsobefore qualifying andhe hadbeen...surprised 
tofind Cay enjoying glass ofred wine with his pasta 

“Yeah. thatsright"” Mariolaughed. "That was Clay, 
and|Vittoro] Brambilawasthe same and they were 
inevitably quicker ight afterwards!jeez, imagine that 
now..youdbeexcommunicated” 

‘Atthe itallan Grand Prixthe previous year Regazzoni 
had qualified only eighth, butin those days jumped 
starts’ were commonplace, andanyway a Ferraridriver at 
Monza could get away with anything Clay,™msure, wasin 
atleast second gear by the time the fag dropped, andled 
bbyebout SOyards asthe packheaded offtowards the 
Curva Grande. 

‘Andrett gigaledatthe memory ofitall."itreminds me 
‘ofthree or four years ago when we were at Homestead, 
‘and theyhadakartrace. twaslikea 45-minuterace and 
there were two driversineach tea —youeach dida 
stint. Clay andlteamed.up, butobviouslyhehadtohave 
hisownkart fitted withhand controls sothe 
understanding was that we would havea 10-second 
penalty at changeover time, because we weren't actually 
‘switching drivers we were switching karts, Sohe was 
supposed to walt 1Osecondsbefore he left—butof 
course as soon as! pulledin,offhewent! Andof course 
wewonthe race! 

“Some guystike [Arturo] Merzario were belly-aching 
away about it~ and lay. of course. thoughtthat was 
hilarious! Boy. there wasa guy who knew howto havefur. 

"Iwas|ust thinking asecond ago,” Andretti continued, 
"here we are. talking..tsa terrible, tragic day. andherewe 
are.reminiscing.smiingatalthe stores about thismman, 
Sayseverything, doesn'tit? That's whatit'sallabout — 
that'showhe'ibe remembered We should aise aglass 
tohimtonight. 

FollowinghisaccidentatLong Beachin 1980, 
Regazzoni wasparalysed fromthe waist down, butafew 
yearslaterhe began coming togrands prixagain.asaTV 
commentator. During practice at Monaco! sawhimin 
Casino Square. standing. albeitleaningagainstthe 
‘Ruardral Later told himhowmoved!hadbeen.and 
that great bandit smile spread across his ace. 

"For along time,” hesaid," fet very sorry for myse, 
bbutwhensomething ike thishappens youmnaveinto a 
world younever thought aboutbefore—andyoufeel 
ashamed lremiember Gunnar Nisson talkingaboutthe 
chiidrenin hiscancerhospital how he'dhad years of 
z0odlifethey would never have. can'twalk—but ican 
<drive my Ferrari Daytona, have my driving schoolfor 
handicappedpeople,|cansstill gotoraces, be partof 
them. don'tfeel desperate any more.” 

That morningin Bond Street. allthose yearsago.! 
had talkedto Regazzoniabout he dangers ofasportso 
much more perilousthen thannow."1am afatalst." he 
shrugged. Tbelieve everythings decidedforus.” 

Through the hoursfollowinghis death, Ihadalotof 
e-maisfrom folk distressedby the news.andnone was 
simpler nor more poignant. than the one from Vic Efor: 
“Clay wasalwaysfun torece wth, andfuntobe with away 
fromthe track Hewessuchaniceman” 

Thathewas Salute. Gianclaudio. 8 
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Starting January until May 200 
in Bahrain International Circuit 


5 Rounds ~ 12 Races 


Arrive and drive 14000 £ Only 


* All Round Expenses (Arive and Drive). 
* Transportation during the race weekend. 
* Race accident Insurance (No VAT.) 


and Sun Tan Lotion for sunny weekends. 


www.thunderarabia.com 


taws@thunderarabia.com 


F1’S INSIDE LINE 


MARK 
HUGHES 


WEHAVETO ACCEPT THAT ROAD CARS 
ARE CLEVERER THAN FORMULA 1 CARS - 


DELIBERATELY SO 


Driver aids inroad ears are the future. but not in 
Fit the FIA wants to create a true driver formal 


NEXT YEAR F? gets aneven greater 
standardisation of engines than thas 
hadalready and standard-issue tyres for 
‘everyone. That should close up the pack. 
Biven thatit shuts down two key areas of 
competitive advantage 

Itwilleave the primary determinants of performance 
as aerodynamics and the driver Of these two factors 
aerodynamics willbe much the dominant one, given 
thatthe drivers arealltoa certain minimum standard of 
performance. Thelap time difference between the fastest 
and slowest driver on an F1 grid in equal cars would be. 
what. 1Sseconds?ifthat. The lap time difference 
between the best and worst aero package could be 4sec 

Soifyou putthe slowest drverin the fastest car andthe 
fastest driver inthe slowest car, the slow driver would be 
2.Ssecperlap faster than the fast diver. Over arace 
distance, he'd beat him by over alap. 

Ofcourse the fast drivers tendnot toend.upinthe slow 
cars, and vice-versa. Butit does illustrate how eveninthe 
simplified era of F1 2007 the carsrather than the drivers 
are stil goingto be by farthe dominant factor 

For 2008 - or maybe'09-we are due to see 
standardised ECUs Thisisamove towards rebalancing, 
the equation in thatit wilremove traction control. The 
quality ofthe software would no longer aid the driver's 
exit speed froma corner. He would have todo that with 
hisright foot Itwouldhelp, butts effect on the relative 
importance of car/driver would be small Aerodynarnics, 
would stillbe the dominant factor. 

Toreally grasp the nettle. you'dneed to control 
‘aerodynamics much more tightly even than the current 
rules do. MaxMosley has spoken about formulatingrules 
that effectively outlaw downforce and which rewardonly 
dragreduction. thereby giving the science more relevance 
toroad cars and areduction in energy consumption. ihe 
ever succeededin doing that suddenly we would havea 
divers’ formula. And then the banning of traction contro! 
would bea crucially importantone. 

‘Sofor the past five yearsor so the future direction the 
FlAhasbeen trying to take the sport has been increasing. 
the importance of the drivers performance and reducing 
thatofthe car's Then allofa sudden atan apparently 
innocuous presentation in Munich in partnership with a 
carmanufacturera few weeks ago, Maxstandslixea 
nodding dogas the manufacturer explains howin the 
futureit would ike to see acloser match between 
road cars and 1 in terms of the electronic technology 
Used for chassis dynamics! Not only did Maxnot 


contradict Professor Goesct 
whathe was saying 

What on earth could behappeninghere? i stability 
controlis ever introduced to Ft ~itis currently effectively 
banned by the restriction on sensors and the banon 
electronic power steering —the contribution of diver 
skiltoalap time willbe virtually wiped clean. Itwould be 
the most car-dominant formula of atime byamassive 
margin. Even without downforce. 

‘Stability control especially ifit's matchedto traction 
control wilin effect deliver the driver from the end of one 
straight to the beginningof the next inthe fastest possibie 
time. Itwihave nothing todo with him, 

This point needstobemade andremade. Goeschet's 
Vision takes whatis currently compromising the essence 
ofthe sportandamplifiesituntilit completely kis that 
essence, makesita different exercise entirely. Currently 
‘even amongallthe business and politics of tall. we 
console ourselves that Fis stilla sport between the green 
lightand the chequered flag. With this, it wouldn'tbe. 
Itwould be nothing more thana technology exercise, 

The manufacturershave tied themselves upinaknot 
over the fact that road ca technology's outstripping F1 
when one of the prime reasons they reinF1istoconvince 
carbuyersof the link between the sport's technology and 
the carin the showroom. Forgetit We have toacceptthat 
road carsare cleverer than F1 cars—deliberately so. We 
have to sellthe idea thatallthe electronic safety nets of 
roadcarhave been deliberately removed from the 1 car 
inorder to test the skillof the drivers. fthat’samessage 
themanufacturers cannotlive with, they shouldn'tbe 
welcome inthe sport 

Why the apparent turnaroundin the FIA objectives 
towards F1?We can only assumeit’s because the 
‘manufacturershave a powerfulhold over the governing, 
body. Whether thatis the access to the manufacturers’ 
research and development programmes for the green 
technologies is going toneedin future, or because of 
financial circumstances we can only guessat fr the time 
being But something drastic has happened. 

Atatime offaling TV audiences, thisisa potentially 
disastrous direction for F1 tobe headed. F1 fans who 
deplore the prospect of electronic stability controlneed 
togetthat message acrossto the manufacturersinno 
uncertain terms beforeit'stoolate. The firsttimewe 
havea grand prixwithastabilty controlledcarinthe 
field weneedamass switch-off. Bf 
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heactuallybackedup 


KIMI RAIKKONEN 


Sure, he has the driving talent, butis that enough? Autosport investigates 


he waiting is almost over. Ines than a week from 
now, kimi Raikkonen will um his firstlapsin a 
Ferrari Formula I car. 

This could be a seminal 

ofthen itled by some asthe fastest driver 
Jon the grid with FI's most successful and iconic 
team, not tomention the quickest car should 
Ferratt's form in the Brazilian Grand Prixbe 

‘carried forward into 2007, 

Since bursting onto the scene as virtually unknown 
Formula Renault driverin 2001, Raikkonen rapidly 
‘emerged as one ofthe great talents inF1. When McLaren 
needed a successor tothe retiring Mika Hakkinen, i 
tumed tohis fellow Finn. Then just21 and sim 
~ monosyllabic, even ~in his dealings with the med 
attention, But massively quick - asa season unravelling Nick 
Heidfeld’s reputation at Sauber had demonstrated. 

Backin 2002, McLaren was the place tobe, well almost. 
With Hakkinen it had claimed back to back titles in 1998/99 
and taken the fight with Michael Schumacher and Ferrari 
«down tothe wire in 2000. Is fortunes had waned in 2001 
but by now Hakkinen was losing the heart forthe battle, 
although of course there were times, stich asat Silverstone 
thatyear, where he was very much sil up fort 

But with a hungry and equallyrapid Finn in Mika's place 
‘McLaren seemed wel-placed to mount fightback Then 
Ferrari produced the F2002 and Schuey blew everyone away. 

Kimi tookbhis first podium on his McLaren debut in 
Australia. He set fastest ap as he battled forsecond with 
Juan Pablo Montoya, eventuallylosing the spot when he ran 
‘wide while trying to keep the Williams at bay. There were 
three other podiums thatyear but no wins, although he came 


oment.The meeting 


22 autosport.com December 28 2006 


talsing close at Magny-Cours, where after inheriting the 
lead when Schumacher picked up a stop-go for crossing the 
white line on the pitlane ext, he half-spun on oflleft by Allan 
MeNish’s expired Toyota V10 with victory in sight 

Things started promisingly in 2003, with a domi 
performance in Malaysia rewarded by hs first GPwin. 
This coupled with third in Australia gave Raikkonen the 
early season championship lead. and he would remain in 
contention forthe crown until the season end, 

However it was charge of stealth rather than speed. In 

ting to Ferran's 2002 walkover, McLaren pushed the 
technological boat out for2003's MP4-18. But the highly 

jed aerodynamics of the car were never made to 
‘work reliably, and while the team toiled with the caron the 
test racks, Raikkonen’sttle change came behind the wheel 
(ofan updated version ofthe 2002 car, the MP4-170. 

ltmay have lacked outright pace, witness just two pole 
positions and only three fastest laps (all scored earlyin the 
‘season, but the carand its Mercedes engine were reliable 
nd Raikkonen suffered just one mechanically-induced 
retirement all season. 

In stark contrast, 2004 was a reliability disaster and Kimi 
failed to finish five times in the first seven races. Worse stil 
the MP4-19 was clearly not on the par with Ferrari's F2004 
‘even when it wasrunning_A huge development programme 
brought the 19B online in time forthe French GPand this 
proved tobe abig step forward. 

Kimi putthe caron pole forthe British GPnext time out 
But Michael Schumacher again ran away with the race, 
although alate safety car period following Jamo Truli’s 
hhuge shunt at Bridge gave Mcl arena late shot at victory 

Reliability issues continued to blight his campaign butit 


came together at Spa where he came home forhis second 
{GP winin probably the most entertaining race ofthe season. 
The race also demonstrated Kimis bravery andracecralt 
(with great moves on Schumacher and Coulthard) and the 
‘of gamesmanship ashe deliberately hed up Schcy bch 
thesafety cart the detriment ofthe Ferars tyres 
Batthat wast for 2004, For 2005 McLaren nally gave 
Kimi acar worthy ofhis abit and when t didn’ breakhe 
seas usally the fastest river inthe eld. Seven wins gave 
hima chance ofthe tle but Femiando Alonso's bl 
relabiity proved more than amatch for Mt 
tnid-tolate-season pace 
Itshould have been the prelude fora rematch thisyea, but 
(yed another change tothe tyres regulations played against 
McLaren's chassis philosophy, andl Kimi was ite mare than 
abitpar playerto the Schumacher/ Alonso main act 
Soafterfive seasons 8races, nine wins, 1 poles and 336 
poins.the Raikkonen: McLaren eras over. 
During that spel he clearly demonstatedthe speed of 
an great, but failed to answermany other questions. How 
muichof Mclaren’s bouts ofeiabiity problems during that 
time were down this aggressive driving style? And whatof 
hisabilties asa est driver when theteam needed drag 
100 percent of the potential from the 17D, was Kim able 
toprovide them withthe answers toal those questions? 
And, ofcourse there ishis ames Hunt approach o soil 
life Drunken shenanigans with dolphin orn cubs oron 
boats may markhim outasthe sortofbloke wedike on an 
Autosport night ou butthey don give the impression of a 
hight dedicated athlete The sum ofall ofthese will answer 
thebiggerquestion, can Kimi cut itat Ferran? 
WeputthatquestontoapanelofFIluminaries. 
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KIMI RAIKKONEN 


“HELLBE brilliantly fast I's almost 
stupid to ask the question. Ibelieve he’s 
the fastest driverin the paddock and 

that’sall Ferrarineeds fromhim.1don't 


e favourite nextyear 


and the toughest guy to beat, definitely 
Ferrarfinished the year very strongly 
and next year with everyone on 
Bridgestonesit’snotgoingtobea 
disadvantage for them, sit?! think 
be mighty quick and with Kim's speed, 
whenhetakesoffhe'llbewinningraces, 
no problem. He works completely 
differently from Michael from what! can 
see. Kimirelies on the team to do the 

Job more than Michael ever did—but 


believe Michael was th 
Ferrari together, 8 
teamcanhold itself together ifithas 
3 fast driverinthe car. Jean Todt isa 
pal andhe'llbe able to 
id upastrong rapport with 


guy whoheld 
ashewas. The 


a great move for hi 


that’sjusta 


“HEMAS ahard job ahead of him. Ro: 
[Brawn] has done a super job with 

= knitting the team together. making it 

- avery clear. logical and targeted tear 

Thereisa great danger of that slipping 
THINK he'll doa great job. Agood 
drivers a good driverand he’s one of 
the top two, no question, {have never 


worked with him. but from the outside 
itlooks like he operates differently from 


ferent way of working, 


away without Ross there. 
results are not up to expectations, ther 
youwill see their character. if anything 
Tike that started to happen while Ross 

was there. he would stamp on it and pull 
ittogether. Let’sjust see whether that 

redia in there 


happens now. Idon't think it willbe 
especially with the Italia 


Michael. But there are many ways te 
skinacator openabanana.t'm sure 

itwill take driver and team some time 
tofigure each other out, but theyre 

both big and clever enough to work 

through any short-termissues they 

may encounter; 


“HE'LLBE alot 
without Michael Schur 
Ferrariisa very talian team, but 
got some professional people in the 
organisation. Kimiisa pretty adaptable, 
insular individual in many ways, and 
he'lido what he did with us. He gives 
youfantastic input and; 


comfortable 


“HE'S GOING 10 find avery different 
environment there. And hopefully it 
willbe one in which he's able to fulfil 
his ownwishes. Ferrari, too, wilfind 

life quite different working without 

Michael —itlthave to adaptto Kim's 
different strengths and weaknesses. 
Only time will tell how it wll work. 


wantto give ithe goes tosleep..He’s 
stilla young driver, we're an ambitious 


team, sonever say never. We'lltry and 
beathim on the track. butwe'lltry 
keeparelationship, so who knows 
what will happenin the future” 
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Pedal to the metal in the 93 Le Mans winner. Fabulous! By HENRY HOPE-FROST 
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xcuse the slightly puerie brainteaserthat 
follows, butt perfectly illustrates the point of 
this feature. Here goes: spot the odd one out 
among this little lot ~ Philippe Aliot, Mauro 
Baldi, Mark Blundell, Christophe Bouchut 
Thierry Boutsen, Geoff Brabham, Yannick 
Dalmas, Teo Fabi,Alain Ferte, Eric Helar, 
Henry Hope-Frost, Jean-Pierre Jabouille, 

Pierre-Henri Raphanel, Keke Rosberg. Ericvan de Poele, 

Derek Warwick, Kari Wendlinger. 

Sixteen ofthase I7namesare, or were, experienced, 
talented and professional racing drivers right? Yes, So that 
leaves just me, and 'm none of those things. Thing s though, 
there isavery good reason why my name appears, albeit 
incongruously, among such exalted company - Ihave driven 

1 of the fastest and most sophisticated examples of Group 
(Csports-prototype exotica ever created. Hang on! Before you 
turn over half dozen pages and read something else, ve got 
totell you how and why because you can drive too 

The invitation to sample Peugeot's 905 Evo 1 Bis (905B, to 


seatracerand a Cosworth V8-en 
AGS Formule |, the ultimate automotive boys toys-biased day 
‘out money can buy. Barely able to control the spontaneous 
and rather unpleasant outburst of oy and trepidation when 
the email pinged 
day, |set about 
Initially it required a quick recap ofthe 1993 Le Mans 24 
Hours ~arace won by the car would be driving. Yes.the 
actual one. 905B-EV 1,10 be precise 


and golf course and found a vantage point high up 
just 15 feet from the hallowed N138. heard the 
‘scream from the 650bhp, mult-cylinder motor co 
Tertre Rouge a couple of miles away and knew then that was 
{nforan aural experience quite unlike any other. usta 
nent Lter,‘my’car, with its clever, glow-in-the-dark 

‘number three, passed me at 

20mplr-ish over the brow after 
the Mulsanne kink. Imanaged 
tostand alone inthe dark for 


tagiaictitewcataw LAST HOUR 


Thirteen years later and Fm reunited with 905 number 
three at Paul Ricard on a warm and stil October day asa guest 


Sipperybodyworkand vest scrodynamic appendages.The 
official Categorie I stickers are there, as are the names of 
1993 Le Mans winners Brabham, Bouchut and Helary 

“Are they really going to let me out in that, mate?" ask 
photographer Macy Griffiths. 

“Bonkers he replies, while snapping away excitedly 
forthe detal shots. 

TheAGS Formule 1 staff-allof whom are disarmingly 
polite and helpful, as well as being well-versed in the art of 
reining in over-ambitious and enthusiastic pupils direct the 
remaining seven members of my equally privileged group 
upstairs for the first of three important briefings inthe 
lasters’course — one of three offered by the school. The onus 
ofthe day, quite obviously. is on safety and all conceivable dos 
and don'ts are covered, Reassuringly, chief instructor Patrick 
Gaillard, a former Formula 3 champion and Ensign Fl racer, 
assumes some degree of arcuit driving knowledge from his 
pupils, so the basics of braking. tuning in, apex-clipping and 
‘corer exit are almost passed up. What he wants to instil in us 
is that we're about tobe unleashed around state-of-the-art 
facltyin thoroughbred racing cars. Crashing, Gaillard 
insists simplyisnt.on, 

‘Twolapsina people carrier give us alla better-than- 
nothing glimpse of the Paul Ricard layout. We ibe using the 
shor circuit used in the 1990 French Grand Prix the last FL 
race tobe held in the south of France. That meansa23-mile 
blast around just one ofthe configurations on tap at the 


sophisticated, Bernie Eeclestone-owned test track. The Fl 
impresario has owned the circuit since 1998 and has turned 
itinto an incredible venue. Securityis tight and the facilites, 
unsurprisingly, staggering. Even the briefing rooms feel 
luke blue-chip company boardrooms. The lack of gravel 
‘raps - replaced by high grip, brightly coloured asphalt 
helps to sete the nerves, particularly after somebody in, 
the people carrier confidently announces, well atleast 
there’snothing to hit” 

Backin pitlane after ourfamiliarisation laps in the 
underwhelming 12-seater Renault Trafic, spyafleet 
‘ofimmaculate Opel-Lotus single-seatersin which | will 
‘conduct my intial lappery. lam assigned one ofthe litre, 
slicks-and-wings machines and get strapped in, with the 
help ofone of those polite and helpful AGS staff 
|Imentioned. He tells me exactly what to do without 
‘making me feel like Iknow nothing, 

Eight laps arent enough to break any lap records - but 
that point. learn my way round and re-acquaint 
‘myself with aleve of power grip and feedback that’s utterly 
alien to what's ming commute. The litle 
(Opelis great fun, in that overgrown-kart sort of way. Things 


focus the senses! 
‘eyeball rolling way that prev 
That comes next, 
Textricate myself from the Opel and head backinto the 
for my debrief with Gaillard. He points out afew 
wutis happy 
ortantly, the others 


sany sort of self-evaluation, 


The Prost isfitted with a Cosworth V8. 
factory fitted motivation, you understa 


jofitin acarbuilt 

4g Nick Heidfeld is dispelled ~ 

the car~ Lam strangely calm and 
nediate priorities. One: don' stall 


THE YEAR | WON AT LE MANS, WE 
"WERE FLAT OUT FOR OVER 23 HOURS. 
oatysnoseeve. WE COULD ONLY BACK OFF IN THE 


it:two: brake early for first come 
unbel-tevarbly carefully 


three: feed the powerin 
ntothe Mistral straight. }do 
ant to be the first one to end up in Marseille High Street. 
With Gaillard in close attendan 

hand signals for lutch in, paddle: 
revs. more revs, more revs, clutch out slowly, slowly, 
pullaway and head out of pitlane and squeeze the power. 
‘only push the pedal halfway down and itfelslike my worst 
Alton Towers nightmare. it forthe tight, downhill right: 
hhanderand go forthe comfort of the middle pedal. No need, 
shutting the throtle has made the caraimost stop. [select f 
gear and drive up tothe apex while, oddly finding the time to 
recall Mauricio Gugelmin cartwhecling his Leyton House 
‘overthe packat the same point in 1989. 

Through the flick flack esses and onto Mistral Third 
fourth-fifth-sixth, quicker than you can say. I's impossible 
torelaxand et the cardo the work. find myselfholding 
mybreath and gripping the wheel oo tightly asthis 
‘overpowered and underweight wheeled missile charges 
up the straight. The rest isjusta bluras the Prost punches 
through Signes (aftera huge ift and adrop into fith of 
‘course) and on into Le Beausset,'Epingle and Virage du 
Pont the twisty bitsbetween the end of Mistral and the end 
‘ofthe lap. Eight times Ido this anditis, without doubt, the 
most exhausting and exhilarating thing have ever done. 
And tstwo cylinders down and on old wet tyres. Well, 
‘thankthe Lord forthat. 

Ishare those feelings with Gaillard, who pats me on an 
aching shoulderand tells me lam fast (he's being polite) 
and smooth (a relative term, surely. 

Afiera quicksit-down in the sun anda chance to think 
about what Ihave done, i’stime fora light lunch in the one of 
the sumptuous hospitality suites above the pts. Superb 


PEUGEOT 905 


THE STORY OF THE 905 


THE LAST OF THE FAMOUS 
INTERNATIONAL SPORTS-RACERS 


THEPEUGEOT905, one 
of the most advanced 
sports-racers ever, was 
unveiled on july41990at 
Magny-Cours. Under the 
guidance of Peugeot 
Talbot Sport chief}ear 
Todt. who hadled the 
French outfitto world rally 
championship glory inthe 
mid-1980s,thenew 
prototype was conceived 
totake on the might of 
Jaguar, Mercedes and 
Toyota in the World 
Sportscar Champions 
‘arena. Notonly th 
Peugeot was desperateto 
add victory in the Le Mans 
24Hoursendurance 
Classic toits tally of 
international successes, 
so the brief wasto create 
the fastest and most 
e prototype possible, 

Featuringacarbonfibre 
chassis anda light alloy 
3.Sulitre Vi0engineto 
comply with the new 
regulations that would 
take hold for 1991, the 
90S made its debut in the 
penultimate round of the 
‘90 World Sports-Prototype 
Championship in 
Montreal. Despite drivers, 
of the calibre of ex-grand 
prixwinners Jean-Pierre 
Jabouille and Keke 
Rosberg, the car did not 
set the world alight 

Atthe start of 1991, 
the 905 took fortuitous 
victory in the opening, 
roundat Suzuka when 
the car’s chief rival—the 
then far superior jaguar 
XJR-14—broke. Infact th 
awesome Jaguar would 
give Peugeot plenty to 
worry about during the 
year. Further ire cameat 
LeMans where the two 
905s failed before theend 
ofthe fourth hour. twas. 
clear thatthe 905 needed 
adrastic overhaul 

Things 
second half 


‘when Peugeotintroduced 
the revised 905 Evo 1 Bis 
(more commonly referred 
toas the 9058), Dramatic 
bodyworkalterations 
consisting ofa two-tier 
rearwingand an optional 
full-width frontwing. as. 
wellas the introduction of 
amore powerfulengine, 
gave Peugeot the impetus 
Itneeded to take onand 
defeat Jaguar. Apair of 
one-tworinishes at 
Magny-Coursand Mexico 
for Yannick Dalmas/ 
RosbergandPhilippe 
Alliot/Mauro Baldi was 
the perfect warm-up for 
full-on championship/ 
LeMans assaultin’92 

Jaguardisappearedin 
1992 andthe World 
Sportscar Championship 
wasonitslastlegs, but 
Peugeot's motivation to 
continue developingthe 
905 hinged solely around 
LeMans—arace the 
company was desperate 
towin, The hard work 
paid off when Derek 
Warwick, Mark Blundell 
‘and Yannick Dalmas took 
‘afamousvictory, with 
‘another of Peugeot's 
three-car team finishing 
‘onthe bottom step of the 
podium thanks to Alliot 
Baldi andJabouill, 

With no championship 
tofight forin 1993 —itwas 
finally killed off oncost 
grounds —Peugeot 
concentrated on winning. 
LeMans fora second time. 
Intruly dominant fashion, 
9058-EV11 (below)ied an 
historic one-two-three for 
the French squadin the 
world's toughest race. And 
that was the endof the 
Peugeot 905. 

‘AFormula 1 engine 
supply deal with McLaren 
for 1994 meant the motor 
hada stay of execution, 
butthe unsuccessful 
partnership fizzled out. 
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DEREK WARWICK ON. 
DECLUTTERING THE DEBRIEF 


THETHINGto remember couldhave carried on after 
isthatwhen ljoined theendoftherace—the 
Peugeot!hadjustleftthe engine wasjust so sweet. 
team thathad produced One funny thing that | 
thefastest, most grippy remember frommytime 
sportscareverbuilt—the with the 90S wasmy very 
JaguarXiR-14.The905_firsttest. at Paul Ricard. 
wasnotasquicknoras went into the motorhome 
nimblebutithadthemost tobe confronted by about 
fantastic engine. The 65 Peugeot people, all of 
gearbaxwasprobablyits _ whomwanted their 
‘oniyAchillesheel—itwas _ penny’sworth. lost my 
heavyandneededtobe _patienceafterhalf anhour 
ted orsoand 
carefully. But stormed out 
theall-ound Teamboss 
package was Jean Todt 
very good followed me 
indeed. The outtoask 
Michelin tyres whatthe 
were superb problem was. 
andthe car told hie that 
was consistent ‘twas just 
andreliable madnessto 
‘over astint runateam 
witha great like thatand 
spreadof thatwe 
power and good needed afew engineers 
downforce. and the drivers and that 
The yearlwon LeMans — wasthat. Sure enough, 
Inthe 905,in1992.we _atthenext debrief, there 
wereabsolutelyflatout were only six people! 
fornearly23hours.Itwas _Atthettime, the World 
onlyinthelasthouranda Sportscar Championship 
quarter thatthe other905 was struggling. Isuppose 
andGeoffLees’s Toyota —_Icouldhave stayed at 
ranintoproblemssowe Peugeot for’93 and tried 
wereabletobackoffabit. _towin LeMans again, but 
The remarkable thing Iwas concentratingon 
aboutthatwasthat the car Formula 1 with Footwork. 


MARK BLUNDELL ON... 
THE BEST SPORTSCAR OF ITS TIME 


FVEGOTfondmemories —_AfterwewonLeMansin 
ofthe 905, obviously, 1992 we suggestedfora 
becauselwonLeMansin laugh thatwe should see 
itlwasatestdriverwith _ifwecouldre-startthe car 
McLarenatthetimeand _afterthefinish,just tosee 
fortunately theyreleased _ifitwould. Itstartedon the 
metodoLeMansasaone- button andsoundedas 
off.Itwasprobablythe perfect asithad done 
most beforethe 
advanced 4 race.A 
sportscarat stonking 

the time—it engine which, 
wasmore ikea when mated 
grandprixcar toMcLaren’s 
witha body on Fi carafew 
it itproduce yearslater, 
good levels of was awful. 
downforce teoulde’t 
andwaswell understand 
balancedinall £530) that. butthen 
areas. Itwas = I guessthere 
good toits areall sorts of 
tyres,too—theMichelins issues with packaging 
were superb. agreewith _fromone car to another. 
Derekabout the gearbox, When! signed for Ligier 
but ifyouweregoodtoit. for 1993 | devotedall my 
itbehaveditself. Thing _energiesintostayinginF1 
\s.gearboxesare always andmakingagoodjob of 
aproblem inlong: it. sothere wasnochance 
distance sportscars, Icould do Le Mansin’93, 
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“WE SUGGESTED FOR A LAUGH THAT 
WE SHOULD SEE IF WE COULD RESTART 
IT AFTER THE FINISH - IT STARTED ON 
THE BUTTON” marx 


UNDELL 


surroundings and equally good food (there's no booze,of 


course) add tothe ambience ofthis incredible experience. I's 
also.a good opportunity foranother chat with Gaillard. He 
needs to emphasise the significance of what's next. 


The priceless and historically significant machine 'm 
about to sample isnot a mock-up and doesn't come with a 
smaller, de-tuned engine to help hopeless wannabes like me 
get theirfix.This isa high-calorie bespoke Le Mans winner 
in whose presence lam not worthy. Ifee like a pubescent 
teenager about to go on his first date... with Heidi Klum. 
Updlose the Peugeot 995is smallerthan itappearson 
track. Must be something to do with the fact that’s much 
wider and longer than itis tall. The tiny frontal area belies its 
overall presence, though. The huge rear wing dominates the 
backend ofthe car, protruding as t does way beyond the 
gearbax. Itrecks ofa machine created to weld itselftothe road 
d cover ground quicker than science ought tallow. Under 
instruction, sit on the wide sidepod and swing my legs into 
the narrow cockpit aperture and slide down into the seat 
Once the extra padding isremoved, fit... butonly ust. The 
‘concave windscreen brings back memories ofthe hours of 
(on-board Group C footage I've watched. It dawns on me with 
alarming suddenness that this steal, that lam about to 
experience what has been, until now, analien and ent 


passive concept. There i avast array of switchgear and LED: 


infront of me - none of which, 'm told, wll concem me. Good, 
have Inot got enough to worry about? 

Tfickthe fuel pump toggle and press the starter button. My 

i pores open and my heart rate increases asthe 3.5-litre 

V0 screamer bursts into life. The carbon monocoque flexe 
{nprotestas I blip the featherweight throttle. The doors 
‘dosed and Lat once feel claustrophobic as the adre 
surges through my veins. Where's Patrick? I need his 
hand signals and very French, alth 
tohelpme overcome the overbearing sense of being 
and incapable. | push the clutch, which is surprisingly 
‘compliant for what is essentially a grand prixcarwith a roof, 


ghreassunng, nodding 
Jone 


and push the wooden-knobbed sequential gearlever forward 
into irs. The Pug moves off easily and I pull backon the ever 
forsecond. The noise is deafening, even at little more than 
idle. The enormous Michelin slicks have a vice-ke grip on the 
track surface as |head up Mistral forthe first time. palling 
‘maximum revs (12,500) in sixth and I'm battered by the 
downforce I'sa strange feeling - the car wants to follow all 
the contours and imperfections ofthe road. lt doesn float 
overthem like lexpectit too, tis guided by them, leaving me 
tomake small steering inputs while tying to hold my head up 
and focus on the fast-approaching horizon thats Signes. Ive 


nly got four laps in this staging projectile so try to take in 
as much ofthe experience as possible. Te brakes and the 
rmid-comer grip ust hurt me and I miss afew braking points 
eit my teeth while using the carbon 
my breath while 


stoppers and not to he omering No 
matter, the invisible rails inthe road pull me round everytime 
The fourlaps pass ll to quickly and Itrundle back down 
the pitlane. ve had litle more than five minutes 
{simply cannot imagine what a couple offiours inthe dark 
fe Mans, while is raining. must haw 
Tm shattered, mentally, physically and emotionally I pace 
while other 


been lke 


up and down in the pitlane shaking my h 
take their tum in 90° 

At the presentatio atthe end of the day, Patrick 
Gail 
off) and pres 


day's work (nobody went 
scale diecast model of the 
1993 Le Mans winner. as well as.a certificate. That treasured. 
picce of paper wll always serve as a poignant reminder ofthe 
day drove an I carand Le Mans winnerin the same day 
Enormous thanks must goto AGS Formule | forgiving me 
the opportunity to realise a dream, particularly to Patrick 
Gaillard and Nathalie Auvray. Foran out-of this-world 
experience, urge you tolog on to www.agsformule com 
ortelephone +35 494 609700. Then star saving... 


us with a | 


PEUGEOT 905 


PEUGEOT 


ENGINE 


POWER 
TORQUE 
CHASSIS 
TYRES 
BRAKES 
WHEELS 
‘SUSPENSION 


GEARBOX 


cuuTcH 
LENGTH 
wibTH 
HEIGHT 
WEIGHT 


Peugeot water-cooled, normally aspirated 
3499cc, 40-valve.80-degreeV10 
{6500p @12.500rpm 
370Nmat 7500p, 
Carbonfibre monocoque, 

eli. 320x630x1 7; 340700x18 0) 
Carbon discs with Brembo four pot calipers 
Single-piece alloy 
Bistein double wishbone actuating, 
ppushrods to outboard spring/damper units. 
Peugeot semi-auto, si-speedin transverse 
casing with ball-bearing cable 
Tiple-plate carbon 
4800mm 
1960mm 
104mm 
780K 
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Autosport sucsceiprions 


ISMcLAREN 


CALL OUR HOTLINE NOW ON 


Pease send me the next six issues of Autosport for £1. reserve the option 
of 20% discount off future issues and will pay £75 every IOissues. With 
te Direct Debit guarantee can cancel the service at anytime. 


‘Your details - must be completed 
(BLOCK CAPTALS PLEASE) 


Tile: Name: 
Surname: 
Address: 


‘Telephone: 


you would lke to receive emails from us news, special offers 
and service information please include your email address below. 


IN YOUR FIRST 6 
ISSUES YOU WILL 


Save over 90% off the shop price 


Get every issue delivered to your door 


Get your weekly fix of international 
and national motorsport 


ANDIT DOESN'T 
END THERE! 


Ifyoucontinue to subscribe after your trial, you will be 
entitled toa special discounted rate of just £23 every 
10issues (normally £29). Weare sure you will enjoy the 
magazine and won'tinterrupt delivery after your first 
sixissues. But if you find the magazine isn't for you 

just let us know at any time and we'll stop the service 
without further charge. 


08456 ///ol/ 


Please have your Direct Debit details ready and quote MI36P 


Reference na. (fo ofc se ony) 


Please pay Haymarket Publishing Services Ltd Direct Debits fromthe 
_xcount detailed on ths instruction subject tothe standards assred by the Direct 
Debit Guarantee. 

| understand that this instruction may remain with Haymarket Publishing Services 
Lid and, so, deta willbe passed electronically to my bank/buldng society. 


Signatures): 


k 


2006 


MOTORSPORT 
DIARY : 


JANUARY FEBRUARY 
Tesstage woot Darah andCatsSsnvleads —SAntherwinfrGronboln tistineinSweden 
‘ema. Bute enotevenin ca yet et) 


NG Aospotreveas 
WO Te Rea t26 Forma tcarhisthetack cartons suroundstte 
forthetsttme ie oro Rosso STO a, 


whichloks terete 
WSrheDatarendsatnt MsubatimanGndiomes 2005 RedBull 
shied Luclghan and co re Ges rari 


Meso sunt staght we 9jermejobevonnios 
theDaytonas00 
6 setae Sumac shes down the Fert 
F2006stioane 
MARCH 
‘Z2iowtsMacsGeocholmwinstheMonteCato SS SehastienLebtatesthefint fay 2006 wasn 
Ratytom Cress Sebasbenloeb Merc. Buthe WRC iver tit ovat sale standads 


ssanimabsand people tine nayonstages 

£29 indy stan Scott Dn and Dan Weldon share 

Daytona 2¢ Hous gery Ovp Gass Rang 112 Fernando Alonso narouy delat Schunacherin 
team-mate Case Mean above) theF sexonopenernBavan above centre) 


Slee PounpionvsestnoRosishtesing  12TeamfrancevinsftA1Pateat agua Sec, 
Senos HeswehinasecondtMiGuelScuamaches bute sShadrDaranwhowns botraces 
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NATIONAL 
1 W brovar vance 


SOMUCH happenedbetweenjanuay’s 
Auosportintemationsshowandthis 
‘month’sAutosportlattended 26 events 
ve 53 daysasteporte, commentator or 
competitor ~butone memory stands out. 
ylong-aaitedretumto New Zealand, 
Injanuan, looked ihe beingadsstrwhen 
theshipcaingtheUKcontingent’s 
FoxmulaSO00 casted aieatera 
‘breakdowenrout. Bute generosity of 
‘outhossinloaingtherswasextaorinary. 
Pukekohe andRuapuna Packareaword 
_avayfom Hockenheim Spa.Croftor 
Koch llotwhich sted among 14 
‘eres, butrenewingacquantances wth 
ivimotor sporting legends Graeme 
Lamence,Gaham McRae and KennySmith, 
meeting newpeopl and secing diferent 
histriccrswasabreath oes a 
‘RacigMusay Sind’ Chewon-8MW 
121 washn,buthundesingonto the top 
staghtatPu-e navi ADbot VS Lola 
T430 below wastheighght of mye. 


V9 carcao fects desea second sgt 
wn erg oro home aia 


22Aub snewdiesehergned Owes histene 
utttbeSebng 12 Hous. 


ZA Ratyng ress asrgtastcihled onthe 
(Cary Rly The Gesman covers chen 
sates car wentut corte ihe nse 
repanto som tcken tren Supe 1600 


2G sebasienLoebwisthe aah it 
tremood stleowrbeat 


Dar Whelan mente Roper atHoreseat 
tutte weeherdis soured Pat Dan tatalacodet 
intel practice sesson nace maring 


APRIL 
lena tahesanoteren atthe hasan Ao 
‘te vexonhits xk beter rbot Baton low: 
engredandSchumacherlacoderd 


‘ZAP ois Wa Tourn 
(Gumpert defence wth aint Monza 


_2ThefitseaenofANC ends conor 
Malayinandte Cec epubic 


6 Aaorpor reves tht 


sexanwthavinatlorgBexch 


‘DteméScheidertaestheOTMopeneat 


RESPASSINC 
DASHED downthe stairstowards 
the paddock butasecuntyuadhad 
lockedthe doo. quichy samy. The 
European Gand Paha jstfinished 
andthsstarwel wasthe vers route 
tothe podium Michael Schumacher 
strode tothe sti, oblous tomy 
Dresence. Hiseyes ghmmered hiss 
‘were enchedin shee delight. as 
trespassingina private moment ojo. 
oss Brawnjoined monte stairs, 
sinned andhugged his river Nonso 
shuld, HANS device silattached, 
{ace set gin ignoring the men ned. 
wouldbea dBerentstoysevendays 
LaterinSpain and then againthvee 
weeks laterin Monac. 


9SEATtaesaitbewisastheBTC gets underway 
seth Thorgsan ad Pato dae business 


Taso Serrascoresa double wna Bis gets 
stated tutor 


‘2d Scamaches pases ton Senaas 
‘ecard ben hetaeshis beth poston 


Zscumacerregstestiststwandltheseason 
casting ReratatSan Mating 

ZB otaretsnstothe Formula }wines’ cece when 
JoeyFoterand He Pan Tungtateawineachintne 
Geman Bopene: 


ZS Pinatees hike otantates popu BICCW 
MondeloPast 


‘BO Loeb winsaotiesay indent andMarss 


2006 MEMORIES 


Ceorhotmisaeady conceding Wad 
Cuumporstipisshppingaway 


MAY 
GThenewFAGT3changorsti gets ppingat 
Sestoneandishaiedasccess 
GeisHamitongetstisiatGP2We 


“Tsehumachertkesasecond straight win atthe 
‘churn, Ard Haman makes doubeinGP? 


Ve toowesishame ead Pa oa 
Zi Porsche RS Spyderwins an ALMSrace outright, 
‘wing mae oral poten 
anwsineasiboehD 


Loeb caresantheNACwn iste nSania 
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fm JUNE 


‘utospert rect Lets Hairs Mclaren ea! 


21 Gham Raalgetsistntvicoryin Cham Cat 
‘tt atMonteney 


26 Vlestno Roses otamavetom 
Moto oFomelat 


“4 tthe Acopas Maras ones ak Loeb 
four nant NRC wong teak 


27 sdusraches coments estas Morte Cao 
athingoflerceandissnt tthe back othe id 
Namitonwinsthepetpous GP? ace 


Site Conway completes double wna Bosh 
Formals }makesacne of 


‘Batorgot eves tata we ota 
2B NonowishsfistMonxo GP povwerfor 207 
2B Smosh wis then Sor Pede 

beating nee MarcoAneth aboveet) 


Tomo westhe Bt and Printed we 
ews Hamitontis Shertone wn aGP? ou 


WS tutosprteeas hat Peter Sebeg il ty at 


ANDREW 
VANDEBURGT 


BROKEN SCHU 
TWASthelokontistsce tata 
ital Theuwaimperut vel 
superisessboke replaced 
byageuieepresonolsock 
tinge alage dose of 
embanssment 

Anyone who witnessed Michael 
Schumacher stacbontoeing 
caledachetnte post quting 
resscoferenceatMoratn coud gett utwebeloe Bron 
Teunghduteredhsifamousquesion Miche oyouthinkyo chested ody” thetone 
hadakeaybeenset Amutedchonf oo preted the Feradrversshewaled othe oon, 
And whee ated iotyoconmnce apuchotsome ole wad sos cmea pope athe 
realjhadmadet scrapestevet dng stat ome ack Ta nove ls forpen ne est 
anyingeingsipport andbecae an opentaret nas ne ft gat pesceference 
mame. notation bt allime—aseven tes wold cumpon taken ask 
Sndhatingeverysecondott 
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Diesel do ast fine: 
‘Aud R10 wins 


a WRC team Soars — tl 2009 oydtaes isfy 


2OTreACOemoencestutalpotaypeswithave —_VThelegendayAusRwnssalace, the AMS 
tonmascoupestom te 2010Le Manone roundal ene Rock 


ZZAudimadesLe Maes ery whe the Gere 
enged R10 coesstovtoyatestatempt 


uch! ScrumacterwesatindanaplsanPablo 


Mostoy'tstcmercaisonwthteen atk 
fadkonen meanshs ys arerusbered Nl aen 


2S were ake 100 pandpenvitores 
Fernando Norsomm Caras Zatti winerwhente DTM 
retusto the UKat Brands Hatch 


2S ncaren Autosport BOK Aarne Dives 
Jetset tah 3 


2 turostestatenderPeterEkmann casesinon 
drevene pale towinat ands Hatch igh) 


mJULY 


TW McLaren Aergort ROC Anardwerer lex 


‘BPel cots htitwiendts34yearsinthe 
Wosiaty un 


pate erate seaton 


VID, 
/ANS, 
RALLIESEDITOR 


BEEF’SDO 
TOMMIMAKINER Peter Sobeg, Coin McRae 
andar Martin Theywee alse Altbere 
becauseof Matin. Oh andthe stonan rime 
rises Where am Talinn that where. Onthe 
Batic sean) Neve been here before. Never 
wanttocome again undethesecumstances. 

We vejustuveledarmemonato Michal 
“Beef Pak Eveybody/smateThatwasthen, 
rowitsharingtime We eatteraceto 
remember tetela wha onyawnasto 
suppet Goucese And eenbody whois x 
aftyn wos rljings ere Fo ame rein ve sumbled othe gi —— 
alongside Makinen and company Sfce toa, down But do take onbeardan experience 
that iv wit efor the et omy das Andthatvngerpeencshumbledbythehulty 
fPat'satenngtaray 

stot dahnessandalthat Bee sights bumsasbightas eve 


2006 MEMORIES 


OePUTYEDITOR 


WHEN MICHAEL Borte'shintedthattne 
+2006pa24Hourswouldgo downinhistory 
‘sone othe best endurance races eve. Ne 
vwasntjustblowinghisowntrumpetasthe 
‘manwho tookthe chequeredtiag, The 
highlight ofthis yearsFAGT champsonstip 
nasa ting dose bate ragngfor 
admostthe entre drain, withthe 
Vitaphone Maserab MCT2offartes Andes 
Sertoli and Ei Van De Poel pitted against 
the Phoena Racing Aston Matin DBRY of 
‘Andrea Plc, ea-Dens Delta. 
‘Stephane emevet andMarcel Fase. The 
‘Aston had the uppes hand forthe majonty ot 
the24hour,butthe MCT2 was never 
behind Infact wih ustone hourtogothe 
pppwasanincedle haf asecond, None of 
the Belgansportscarfanatis cated upin 
seeping bagsinthe grandstands wouldve 
‘reamtthat Proeniawouidfalto take the 
wi, butafe the verylaststop Bartels came 
‘ut ahead Conceding defeat Phoera made 
asplah-and-dashandonefthebest GT 
batesin years stating cameo an end. 


Kove sass 
Surety 
wngicasgen 
Gaon nl 
int Oeste nacre 

enya aeleogepensrnensepanedbnnsone 
retest a ao 
teaser 

oppenteratoehpnh icant 
aire kcaeaceaty toner 
aoe 
Tenrbnepee wpe enemt nted 
tncinnete cinasracsaparronanne 


AUGUST 
ev a acues ener isthe Hunan 
@Panditscearhewortbebadt Robert tubiasin 


30mg Castano data sinbosptal ane 
fntinga der dung testing atRoadAmerca 


GlensonBurtngetsisbeektough FT wnatawet 
Hangar P above ght) 


2Bhoeyf 


{GenmiejtrsonmakesitaDator- nd double with 
‘toy nthe Bckyard 00 


SO sndgestonerdcupitsown 100 Fiwnthanks — GFaul6RestawistheUmateMastsatZandoot 
cette Shuey at Haden, 


T3sebesten aed matches CatosSsin’s 
30a sresaraoeniinte 2b-recad asthe WRCresumes erty 
Doe and Spa Hous summerteeok 
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y | PRTREDTOR 
PERHAPSIT was the atmospherestived up by arecond91,246 attendance orthe eects of 
‘lorous September sunshine but oningtons World Series by Renaut meeting provided an 
‘unvaled eperencein 2006. 

“Amonth previous, Comtec Racing sled chives, A Danielsson, had sustained two cipping 
\rite-ofsnasou-desroyng weekend at Spe-rancorchamps. One wasamasie shunt at 
lanchimont. the other iolved afearsome collsion at au Rouge 

Butbackonthe team’shome turin England the Swedish maestro pesfomed a demaiton abot 
anotherkind,stompingtothe sweetest ofvicories 

Leavngasie the poignancy othe resuit ater what ha seemed aninterminable run of 
heartache and misery. the ren elds ofLecestehice were also bearing witness tothe turing 
pointfthe season. Danielsson’ blistering qualifying paceforSunday feature event wasthefest 
"ime the trv penta of his drning and Comtec know howwas on show. 

wastobe the prelude toaremarkabe comebacks Ahan away the second hallolthe 
yar stealing championship glory atthe at gaspin Barcelona's season final. Comtechadaimost 
venupafterSpa-—justaswelitsoldieredon! 


ASHER 
+ STAPFWRITER 


WATCHINGTHEA IGP rvers'doomes 
attempts to get round Beiingharpin MAL 
lastmonthisastrongcontenderformemory 
‘ofthe yeas Sois covering myhome countrys 
fistmajrsteetrace-A1GPinDubanback 
inFebrsary. Which should pont out passed 
cithbarelyahitet 

Butimymament ofthe yearwasthe one 
thatlstediessthanasecond it's gottobe 
myfabulous near-death experience at 
Snettertonin jy 

nwasatightening whatsoever, but 
that sonlybecauselwaslookingthe wrong 
may and dis Bruno Senna ying 
‘owardsme. heard the smash adel, 

‘the stones before the wolent explosion 
fb Dalla bashed paste at Revett 
Ssnightvelocty above) 

Iwan ami higharies, Senna’ 
straightshvajectryand ray pulingthe 
as down trm ridgeleveljustintime that 
saved usanunpletanthigh-speed meeting, 
\Wewere both extreme blessedtobe ableto 
compare note afterwards. 


v EDITORIAL ASSISTANT 


‘THEREARE many greatmemaviesforme to choose om after my frst year onthe Autosport stall AL 
thebeginningof2006 Ihadno idea that! would eto cover ci races asarfungasPemey, the 
fightbetweenFerrariand Panazin the Bitish GT Championship, ot gettosee the ATGP encounter at 
thehallowedZandvoort cit. 

Butoflthe moments there are twothat standout The iststhe tar 24 Hours at Sherstone 
twas my first vice) round-the-clock aceand seeing cars blast through the night was incredible 
‘Alte bette thatthe BMWVZ4 M Coupe wononits debut. 

Thesecondofmymemariesis the Goodwood Revial.|have yettomissthe eventand the 2006, 
etonyasonecfthe best. 
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USEDITOR 


LAPS ofthe Grand PixfRosd America, 
atthe Live Timingand Scoingstand, and 
atthe angle the TV cameras are pointingto 
Tum allthe Champ Carsaresthouetted, 
Inditinguishable othe occupantofthe 
sintegatng Lola we'rewatching (below) 
isfothe moment unidentifiable 

Beside mestandsDerekLegge, 
atheists, wearing PAV phones. 
Saaddeny aloo ofhororcomestohistace. 
Nona, no hesaysina crescendo, before 
hatingdowntothe PAV pit. 

Ihadwatched someone de. and 
witnessedsomeoneseeingthen daughter 
‘led. Orso thought. icuousy, 
Katherine wasmerely bruised onthe 
otherhand,amnowscared. 


VS Cheeverwinsa dampening Mates 
creat Sesto et) 


20 NacsGrntoimstsittoSebastenaebat 
RatiyFrand butter 


27arcaknretsgetsoverisindySOO woe by 
‘wing sitinjcarac at SearsPo 


27 Pexarcla seat LeMansserestie went 
‘atesisourtwntomfoataces tDoningonPask 


27 Felpe asataheshismuiden wn crsing 
thelinefsinstantul 


SEPTEMBER 


‘BLoedbecomesthe ost sxcessWRCtvesin 
Fistor awininjoan sore) 


‘Bob Hut winsthe WTO 


fot back 


‘Batermonthsctspecation Mand casa 
aopearonvacksSpperAidand 


BAcsraarraure astourngcaleged 
diesinaeyinWester Mataa 


‘Soy Howard raps up the Ste wth tid pace 
ation 


VO Hamsitonsnivesthe Mone GP? We showdown 
vwthPaquetardiscomed carp tp) 


WO cree Sreraceranvourceseseteet 
snmedatey erwin ean Card Pra Norco 
esabcarepenatynqustyngandtesenpre tows: 
tiemametum eerste wth Schumache nthe 
meant, ahonen’ 207 Fra elcome 


1OsimHomihis apancomed neyar dagen 
ute ony defeats Dan Weldon en countack 


7 seanEards ws theinaugr FACT vet 
tein wo wets tug 


THF Tingwistte Geman 


26 beth dnecjames Window ses Asin a 
anvelSoepagta roms turing cates 


meredBetah i carpen 
‘Peradetie neces tSentone 


2h Katrine Legge hay toescape ahuge cash 
tthe Road escaOnag Carace 


hlodypns Loeb tadesytanoterwe 


2h Nerdaarmadeshsegywenbewirstte 
isanbulWiCCace despite hawmglethsegs2 
(Our Cash ve ea eatier above rg) 


ZT esvertagpentas oa ath Team Neen 
overmeneyjstaheat os home Ata. wich 
swlaosartsesontwo 


BO ReakioCape 
elas orkad 


rd Aan MeNechwn be Pet 


OCTOBER 
| scanacherwns mad weteracein 
lvl onpantsweh senso wth tw acest go 


ates 
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sexson peneat Zandvoort een Beehalen 
‘ssiforthenow unpopubVertagpen 


{oe master Dany at weshisone of 
cemrebackicetTston 


‘StciprevealsCobn Mca wl tnd 
inoSebasen Loeb nly Tate. The WRC 
champs eat has inuredhisshaudeina 
mera ing aciert and cold isthe stl 
theveaton tgs Ceoehoinatathopecfthete 


G Montoya feishes tin hisfeststock cache 
Goody 2S0ARCAssesrace bore) 


G Fj VA ver Nak Porter isbedat Batt 
BferrandoNorsowesthe apanese Pater 
‘Schacher flea ramatcmiaceengnetalce 
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ITSNOT often that younistae taansor Germans, 
cetainlyntthousandsofthem Yetin October, 
justforamoment,|wasconvinced that wasinthe 
Vicinity ofthestadium at Hockenheimaterthan 
‘velookingthe starfish straight at Monza 
“Schum Schum, Schum" the crowd chantedin 
Aistinty Gemmanic sje asthe her ofthe fosiput 
inhisfinal oil appearance asaerravirace ever 
athe marque'sweridfinalsmeeting 
Thisyearwillbeetchedinracing history asthe 
‘one inwhich Miche! Schumacher finaly hung 
Uuphishelmet ater 16 years ofbreakng prety much 
everyecord going and youcould see howmuchit 


THEPRIVILEGE of working onthe worlds 
fastest magazine was again brought shaply 
intofocu during 2006. 
t'sone thing ninglng wit yourheroes 
some of whom have become mates but 
ute another tobe oferedagointhercas 
My dayatPaulRcardsamplinga Post Fl car 
(ight andthe 1993 LeMans 4 Hows 
winning Peugeot 9058 
Group screamer (ef) 
was atreatthetne of 
J whichrmuntkelyto 


| experience gan 
Imeanttothetiosiasthey headed to Monzainthee Wen afewweeks 
roves tobidtareweltahim J ate. thechanceto 
Regardless ofwhereyoustandinwhatseemsto } tace—twice—ina 
betheongoingblackand white word of beroorvilain in which many ans Group ABM 
Sseemstoallowno middle ground Schumacher retirements seismic inicance } MBtouringcarat 
nwasatMorzathatitfinall ithome thathiswasthe end andeverbody was thereto recognise } Donington Parkcame 


theretrementofthelegend 
Well there were some who semedaitte moe nteestedinthemsehes Luca Mortezemalo 
(inset igh, ving eater hijacked the pes conference withthe Ferrari version ofthe papal 
adressisamastrofworhinga crowd. And worked. Orbiting Schumacher, waving athe 
Crow sometimes waking afewpacesin font ofhiminabifor is shae othe imelight 
But the ifosinas unmoved. This wasSchumachers day and ane that wil ve lng 
imemoryofallwhawere there and hadto atl theirwaythroughthe ensang Manes 


calorTenndedhst 
Powe la 
raatthik ese 
josesuehepgto 
|} payoffthe Hope-Frost 
J mmogee on 


SP). Gearon 


‘ONEOF the potential pitas meetingyout heroes 
~sportingor otherwise ~sthattheytum autiode 
thoroughly afl people. Soitwaswth enommous unease 
that departedtor Hockenteimtointeriew Valentino 
Ross ight during his DTM test ast November. 
Preasingy Vale was cham personified not so sre 
aboutthe elderly mafoso ninder modeling the jumper 
‘overthe-shouldeslook though. And twasfascinating 
{owatchhim charge around Hockenbeimin Mika 
Haines Mercedes So the autographed photo ofhim inaction onthe RCVat the 2002 BritshGP 
retains pride of place nthe wal ofthe family home — much to Mrs Coding’ chagsin. 


WSwtNestwesanctherBTCCetestteShestone — YOAGPpracicein Beg tunstotacenhenthe 
fale MaelordancaestisHondshesiyandis ver ucvestatte tack shaepinstotigtor 
ety tort 


'SscnederbecomesOTMmestertothettitine. T1Theeiingtackisrevied,utrowits mane 
Fan place ate Mars oodenough ver casngthe poten Qualtngscamned 


WSictuetaretandAndieaBesininntheRAGT — T2Racedaygoesahentaspanned. witha 
tewtha second place tha Tocraelowieing Team ay sts ace 


ZNemoiscnmedasHchamponwhente —__YDMe Conways the Maca Gand Pfr Double 

‘eases seconde Mea Bran Schuracher 

hastoubleeayonbutghtsismaybachuptofouth YO Andy gets his second stright WTOC, 
sundingarine- way shootoutatthe Macau 


22.enatreyerwnsthe orm ppentile 
19 jie obnanbecomes NASCAR Neste Cup 
29 Pat siesataesBeaesandASMthedstalght _charpenatthe Homeseadale 


Fexrassfrosenes te 


iis Raby MewZeaard 


29 uadotivonen le ashe st WAC rent he 
let Pesth seta Aska itmeaset's 2h Metarer Mercedesconfemsthatithassned 
WiCCarpioncventhoughbesstingsthome! _LewisHamienas aac rveror2007 


29AuDasetsonesnsContecteRenastWord 2S Nexans vesanFt cz. hanksto 
Seseschanp lings specs adapted coop igh) 


NOVEMBER DECEMBER 
‘DositessaDTMMescedesstHocheshein lapping utosportAmadsiht and lve Tuneywisthe 
lessthanasecand othe pace sty ame Green Mclaren Atospot ROC Award lboe) 
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EVERSINCE!sawthe cassic ime 
ColdinAlerasa chil, vebeentaxcratedby 
theloney expanse ofthe desert utile did 
‘realise that ton Bk Soh Mita 
tuebked a perdous couse from wartom 
Tobruktothesafehavenof Alexandra, 
wouldbein danger amongthe dunes. 
Iwasonthe UAE Desert Challenge. 2 
‘ound ofthe A ross- Country raid 
Series andto eta decent ‘spec ourroad- 
oing WTovareghadtodveaongte aly 
Toute Alas or vehicle was more witeto 
thestreetsofDubaithanthe Moreeb desert, 
andthe ackof desertyres he facitwas 
being venby the hawt brother of Manuel 
fro Fawlty Towers help. butthat’s 
another story meant wesank down 
‘toourchasisralsassoonasourcar 
somuchassnifeda dune Time to 
etn the rac." when did you 
saythe aly caswere due here?” 
Desptethe 40C eat and 
alackofspades) these was no other 
choice thantodigitoutbyhand 
(ight. Une Mis’ scharacter 


‘THEHIGHLIGHT oy yearwas the extreme prvege of again atendingthe 
‘evaluation daystocthe McLaren Autosport BRDC Award atSnetteston 

‘Aside rom the fc that thoxe two day behind dosed-doorstesting po along, 
way towards deciding the wines of one othe bigest prizes nmatonpor. twas 8 
rare oppotunty to see some ofthefiest young lets in Batam undertake the 
toughesttest oftheir carers sola, 

The Renault World Sees car ight isnot the easiest beast for any ives to tare, 
butforthose wth asi as one season olracangbeind them tis was being, 
thvowninatthe deepest of deep ends. 

Standingin the dz atthe outside ofthe Bombhoe absorbing he feedback 
0119961 Word Champion Damon Halon the mest and progress of each ees, 
fanemeanincedlesightintowhattisforaracing resto eactthe very 
bestrombis machinery 


[ANDY PRIAULX hasjustwonthe 
Word Touring Car ampionstip. 


Captain Ansonin thei FvechasedhimbacktoMacay’s 
‘iualisedanicecoldbeeratthe Mandarin rental hotelin pursuit 
endothe dayasmathation. ofthaterdusheintenviewand 
‘Butwhatwasthatnoise havetowaitwhilebe'spresented 
comingltom yonder dunes?Wasit {othe guests ofBMWssponsorfor 
RommetsAihakorps?No,itwas ‘theweekend, Watsons Wate, 
theleadesinthemotorbie cas, There's2lite old manuponthe 
‘whosuddenifoundtwotonnes stagewih Andy who looks 
ofChelseatractorand some idiots samehowtamia. He'sintroduoed 
éigginganticalyinthelrpath asGenyandmakesanattemptto 
TheyZippedpastiustinches wr | Sing You Never WalkAlone. Tums 
vay, ing sparging ances and ‘uti snone other than ery 
sgesturesaswe ted Withthehelpofsome Masten ight, ofGenyandthe 
Japanese blokes where thehel did they Pacemakersfane you confused 
come for. he Touaregwas finaly out sows Myjobistoesplanthe 
Justin time. forthe cassoon appeared and complentiesofmatorsport buton 
bounded oerthe dvtwe'dceated. thisonel can't Macaugetsmare 
‘Phew! Where's thatbeer? sasealbythe yer 


WA repnanonaeprron Ar-LaRce 
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CLAY 
REGAZZONI 


The former grand prixwinner died before Christmas. NIGEL ROEBUCK pays tribute 


here sa particular poignancy when aracing 
driver, who survived a perilous career, has his 
life cut shor in circumstances which could befall 
‘anyone. Itwas just so 10 days before Christmas 
when there came the news that Clay Regazzoni, 
like Mike Hawthorn ike Giuseppe Farina and 
‘Mike Hailwood, had lost his life ina road accident. 
Regazzoni died instantly when his car wasin 
collision with alorry near Parma in Italy. He was 67. 

Word of Regazzoni’s death brought forth an outpouring 
of grief trom all who had known hin foralthough more than 
25 years had passed since his last grand prix, he had remained 
Involved in the motorracing world, sometimes as competi 
sometimes as commentator, and everyone was his friend. AS 
FrankWilliams said: "Clay was a gentleman ~ just totally 
adorable character’ 

There was alwaysa special affinity between Williams and 
‘Regazzoni, and t went beyond the fact that Clay once drove 
for Frank and indeed was the first man to win agrand prix 
ina Williams, at Silverstone in 1979. When FW was himself 
{involved in a dreadful road accident, in the spring of 1986, 
and thereafter faced life ina wheelchair, none understood his 
predicament better than Clay, who had crashed in the Long, 
Beach GPsixyears earlier and had never walked again. 

Born in Lugano, Switzerland, in 1939, Glanelaudio 
‘Regazzoni might have been put on earth to be a racing driver 
Ina famous photograph, taken at Monza in 1961 on the 
‘occasion of his frst visit toa grand prix,he is standing in the 
‘old paddock, jacket slung over his shoulder, gazing at 
Giancarlo Baghett’s Ferrari. Just anotheryoung face in the 
‘crowd, dreaming. Nine years later, in the same place, Clay 
<limbed aboard one of Enzo’s cars, and that September 
afternoon he won the Italian Grand Prix. twas his fifth 
race ina Formula I car. 

‘That aftemoon, to, the tifosi took him to their ears, 
‘and kept him there. He mayhave been Swiss, but his first 
language was Halian, and he looked and behaved as they 
felt a racing driver should. Offtrack they loved the wolfish 
‘grin, and on itthey recognised a warrior, aracer pure. 

‘And, to complete the picture, of cours, there was that 
‘name... Clay Regazzoni,.. exquisite fora racing driver. 

He arrived in F1,itmust be said, with aragged reputation. 
Inthe lower formulae he had often shown blinding pace, but 
also a certain tendency o live for the moment, and there were 
‘many accidents. His escape from one in particular, inthe FS 


OBITUARIES 


ace at Monaco of 1968, forever defied explanation. At the exit 
ofthe chicane, Regazzoni's Teeno ran wide, passing under the 
‘single ter guardrail" he roll-over bar washard up against the 
barrier, yet somehow Clay - quite unhurt - hopped from the 
‘cockpion the harbourside 

‘Once into Fhe completely embraced life with Ferrart 
Joining the team at mid-season, he drove in only seven races 
{in 1970, yet finished third in the world championship, And in 
‘many ways that first season would always stand as his best, for 
although he came within three points ofthe championship 
{fouryears later, in 1970 there were no discernible mistakes. 
‘Through his FI career, you never quite knew what to expect. 
from Clay: sometimes his driving was full of error,and 
‘sometimes it was sublime,asat the Nurburgring in 1974, 

‘or Monza in'75,or Long Beach the 
yearafterthat. 

Intwo stints (separated bya 
‘desultory season with BRM, in 1973), 
Regazzoni spent six years with the 
‘eam, yet at no stage was he number 
‘one. itneverbothered hie. Ferrari 
‘was hislifeand pride. “I consider 
myself a good professional."he said. 
“Ifthavea big faut.’ that Lam not 
‘enough ambitious. drive forme, sure, 
‘butalso forthe team and the pubic. 
Forme,the thing isto race.” 

Atthe end of 1976, Ferrari signed 
(Carlos Reutemann to partner Niki 
Lauda,and Regazzoni needed anew 
team Earlier there had been an offer 
{ojoin Brabham, then owned by Bemie Ecclestone, but Clay 
hhad assumed fhe would be staying with Ferrari for 1977. Now, 
‘when he went backto Ecclestone, the offer was still open ~ but 
the money on offer had been cut by more than half.“Forsure 
‘he thought | would agree, but [told him it wasnt even worth 
talking about. it wasn’ the money that was so important 1 
like to race with nice people.” 

‘Thusit was that Regazzoni joined Ensign, moving ata step 
from one end ofthe Fl spectrum tothe other. Ensign was a 
shoestring operation, but itran a grand prix car, and Clay's 
Jyinlife was to be a grand prix drive. No retainer? No matter. 
Iitwere nota particularly successful year, it was a happy 
‘one, the glamorous ex-Ferrar star blending in easly with 
‘Morris Nunn’s litle outfit, where they all loved him, yet 


CLAY WAS A 
GENTLEMAN, 
A TOTALLY 
ADORABLE 
CHARACTER 


newt was unlikely he would stay forlong. 

Afterdriving for Shadow in 1978, Regazzoni then gotthe 
‘offer from Wiliams. "remembered that when he'd last driven 
world clss ca, backin 1976, he'd driven everyone intothe 
‘ground at Long Beach, scored a lot of ther points, and rarely 
‘rashed,"Franksaid. “Not the greatest driverin the world, but 
superb on his day. and.a happy, uncomplicated, man. It 
‘worked out very well Clay was very liflerentfrommost 
<eivers~he genuinely loved motorracng forts own sake: 

Inthe iconic Wiliams FWO7, Regazzoni had a splendid 
season in 1979, hustling Jody Scheckter’ winning Ferra all 
the way tothe line at Monaco,and pushing the redcarsat 
Monza. The day of days, though, came atthe British Grand 
Prix where he won, taking over fr Williams when Alan jones 

retired. "Bravo, Frank,"he said quietly 
‘ohis emotional boss. That was the 
essential modest ofthe man. Iwas 
theteam which had won 

‘Afera wonderful Indian Summer, 
(Clay was replaced at Withams by 
Reutemann, and for 1980 returned to 
Ensign, where now there wasalitle 
‘more money, anda new car, 

‘AtLong Beach he wastunning 
fourth inthe late laps when the 
accident came, atthe end of Shoreline 
Drive. Regazzoni approached at over 
18Omph, as usual, but his brake pedal 
snapped and the car disappeared, 
bullet-ke, up the escape road. 
Unfathomably,abarierhad been 
‘erected, closing it off and the Ensign stuckitat huge speed. 

‘Cay soon knew he had to face the unimaginable, His spinal 
cord had been severely damaged, and he was paralysed from 
the waist down. Overthe next couple ofyears he underwent 
‘operations without number, his morale veering between 
‘optimism and despa. 

Finally. 1985, he began coming o grands prixregularly 
again, working asa commentator fortalian TV. "Tam quite 
‘tanquilnow."he sad. “Iknow thatthe miracle wil not, 
happen. Butlife can stil be worth something.” 

Always dignified and charming man, as wellasan 
abnormally brave one, Clay Regazzoni will be so much 
missed. To his family, and innumerable hiends,Autosport 
offersits deepest sympathies. 
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GONE BUT NO 
FORGOTTEN | 


MEMORIAL| 


Several great names have been lost to motorsport 
this year, not least of which was touring carlegend 
Peter Brock (righ. By JOHN SMAILES 


_ 


frock teamed up racing legend Peter Brock, his 1974 Australian 
with John Cleland ‘Touring Car Championship winning carhas 
91993. They quietly been bought by a fan for $500,000. 
fedahed 70h after The six-cylinder production Torana: 


trouble with the ‘unremarkable except forits Brock heritage, in an 
propshatt most expensive Holden ever 


Geoghegan (also deceased) won three ofhis titles last year 
established an auction record of $320,000. Brock’s legends 
‘only going to grow, the passion fuelled by the suddenness of 
his passing. When Peter Geoffrey Brockringbarked agumtree 
‘on September8,2006 its fairto say anation stopped 
‘Australia was already in shock, Just four days previously 
another popular ero ~TV Croandile Hunter Steve lrwh 
died aftertaking a stingray’s barb inthe heart. Outpou 
srieffor Irwin were ima alling coverage ofthe death 
‘ofthe Princess of Wales. Now Brock was dead 
The racing hero most synonymous with rad safety the 
bloke who carried the number 05 on hiscarto promote the 
blood-alcohol limit ,the concemed citizen who gave time 


The crash, 
‘ofa gentleman's Targa event, unleashed 
Helicopters above the site relayed lve pictures to hastily 
assembled studio experts who fo 
scene on national (and international) TV 
‘was still inthe ca, for God's sake 

‘Brock was page one in all the nation’s papers the next day 
~ sometimes all of page one. Death ofa Champion. Brock 
‘would have been surprised. Not that the race driver with the 
film starlooks wasn't aware ofhis celebrity status. Af 
‘he'd created it. But this was beyond anyone's expectation, 

Perhaps it was the multiplier of Brock plus Irwin that 
‘created the intensity, orperhaps it was the manner ofthe 
‘deaths, Australians may in the main be urban dwellers but 
they reside ina lange and dangerous and, and theylive the 
legend. Stingrays, and gum trees on country roads, are natural 
predators. Proof positive: the two superheroes best equipped 
tocombat those predators had been taken out by ther 

Brock wouldn't have seen itthat way. He grewup on farm, 
the second of four brothers, and he spent his pre-ticence years 
honing his skills a self-built open-bodied Austin Seven, 
special, skimming gum trees. 

His father Geoffrey tookyoung Petert 
race before he became a teenager, but Brockhad already 
been hooked. His formative years coincided with the great 
Round Australia Trials trailblazing adventures around th 
continent’ perimeter long before roads had been gazetted. 

Brockcouldn' wait. He used his two years ofnational 
service to build the spectacular Holden-engined Austin 
A30 special on government time. He also (in)formally 
‘wound backhis age by two years claiming that national 
service had stolen them from him. 

‘Brock DNFed his first race, but was winning within months. 
Within ayear,race promoterAlan Horselyhad paid him =] 
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— LICENCE TO 
MAKE MILLIONS 
NOT ONLY IN 
AUSTRALIA, 
BUT GLOBALLY’ 
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‘KIDS WHO'D 
NEVER SEEN 
PETER BROCK 
RACE WOULD 
QUEUE FOR HIS 
AUTOGRAPH’ 
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KIT & INSURANCE 


anda helmet! 


Who wouldn't? Honda's CBR600RR has wiped the floor with 
the supersport competition, and for 2007 gets a thorough revamp making it lighter, faster and even 


date your bike insurance 


= 
more desirable. And how about some free kit to go with it? It could all be yours simply by answering 
the brain-taxer below. Grown ups — remember 2 geta child 2 help u txt. Good luck 
ENTER BY TEXT ener vs }ur 
mobile, text the 
ais MNCBR6OO word MNCBR6OO 
slogan: “Youmeetthe | A JOHN SMITH pester don 
nicest peoplecna.." | 25/1/06 toyour eer then 
your name, then the 
‘A.BNP rally 
=| B.Honda ‘SEND THE TEXT TO peeoneeh tyepery 
applicable to 8254. 
C. Saturday night a space between 
ENTER...:=:~ 82540 °-" 


Feel the difference 


FordFocus 


The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/100km) for the Mazda RX-8 PZ: Urban 
18.1 (15.6), Extra Urban 32.5 (8.7), Combined 25.2 (11.2). COz emissions (g/km) 284. 
MODEL SHOWN: MAZDA RX.8 FZ £25,995 OTR. PRICES AND SPECIFICATION CORRECT ATTIME OF GOING TO PRESS 


every day 


The perfect sports car perfected by Prodrive. Engineered in partnership with Prodrive, 
the special edition Mazda RX-8 PZ delivers a drive experience that would be at 
home at Silverstone. With unique 18” OZ alloy wheels, Bilstein dampers and Eibach 
springs we've sharpened steering, and honed handling to create a drivers car so 
involving, it makes every day feel like a track day. And with award-winning, high 
rewving rotary engine power and seating for up to four adults you'll know you're 
driving something very special. 


Test drive 1 of 800 by visiting www.mazdarx8pz.co.uk or call 0845 850 4570. 


prodcewe MAZDA RX-8 PZ. NOW THAT’S Z00M-Z00M 


cool 


braking 


Harder stopping at lower temperatures with AP Racing's 
‘wide disc technology’ 


Simply, this means exactly what it says: a wider disc allows us to create 
more, larger, vanes between the swept faces, with no weight 


penalty. AP RACING 
\WHELER ROAD 
Result? A disc that runs up to 150°C cooler than conventional 
5 . COVENTRY 
discs, enabling your driver to brake harder for longer. Couple 
this with our new PRF660 high performance brake fluid and Se 
suddenly you have that edge over the ENGLAND 
competition. TEL +44 (0)24 7663 9595, 
FAX +44 (0)24 7663 9559 
Already proven in WRC, NASCAR and RICE 


Endurance Racing, this leap forward in 
brake technology should be on your list to 
investigate. 


For full details and applications, 
ane NASCAR speak to our Technical Sales Team. 


ares RACING 


the science of friction 


= [ Gv Www.epracing.com 
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GET UNDER THE SKIN 
OF MOTORSPORT 


VISIT THE WORLD'S BIGGEST MOTORSPORT SHOW 
(ew AN ZO O/ NEC HIRMINGSAM 


INCLUDING 

» Fl racing car display 

> World rally cars 

» Live motor racing 

» Meet stars & drivers 

» Celebration of Le Mans 
24 Hour feature 


INTERNATIONAL 


www.Al F 


Read our weekly news column in the Pit & Paddock section 


Set Rn ig Seed f 


EURODATACAR 


et’sbe honest this was never going tobe a 
‘lassi, was t? When Peugeot, Mitsubishi and 
‘Skoda walked out at the end of the previous 
season, they all wrote something on the wall 
The message concerned 2006: didn’t look 
good. Putting the commercial implications 
of such a sizeable loss to one side, there was 
plenty to be cheerful about from a sporting 
perspective. Sebastien Loeb, for instance. He tackled the first 
12 rallies at breakneck speed, then had the decency to break 
hisarm, to keep everybody interested towards the end of the 
year. Let's hope the WRC’ trough has bottomed and we're 
setting out to climb the next peakin 200 


The Frenchman's pre-season talkabout being enormously 
worried about his ability to get to grips with a World Rally Car 
fitted with mechanical front and rear differentials turned out 
tobe utternonsense. Okay,he slipped off the road on round 
ossibly ina place where more electron 
ieee yaboard the Xsara might have helped 
‘out, but after that he didn puta wheel wrong fortwo days 
flat-out driving through the Alps. Go figure. 

Having had enough of finishing second after two rounds, 
he stepped his game up in Mexico and staged a belter ofa 
fightback against Peter Solberg) to win in Leon. That was the 
start of five-rally winning streak which formed the basis of 
his: ‘Chieftitle 


straight ti 


rival, Ford's Marcus Gronho 
Argentina, but Loeb was rel 
‘second. He was the complete driver.A genius. 
Then he got on his mountain bike. All the skill, dexterity 
and balance he has shown inacar-~ and on the parallel bars in 
histime asagy deserted him and he fell off. Tha 


ed his Focusin Australia rendering 
retum pointless. Ford's nightmare down under wast 
Prenchman’s finest hour, atleast in terms of winni 
world tiles from home. 

Loeb undoubtedly benefited from teething troubles forth 
‘new Ford but,at the samé 
ith new team on eve 
ised to a new format of World Rally 
that he had only ever driven fully active cas, but L 
performance proved that these guys can driv 

is enforced absence from the final four 
‘championship did provide one of the funniest mo 
sport, video link was established between Perth and Geneva 
othe WRC media could talk to Loeb. We could see him, but 
he couldn't see us. He seemed to forget that the cam 
‘on him all ofthe time and when his dog started barki 
gestures to wife Sandrine to silence the hound were 
normously amusing. 


‘As much as nobody really believed Loeb would 
struggle with the limited-grip Xsara, even fewer 
believed the Kronos Total Citroei 
anything other than a full factory outfit 
Between rallies, twas just that. The carwent 
bbackto Parisand wasfettled ~and forthe first 
‘eight months ofthe season developed ~ by Citroen 
Sport. During rallies, Loeb’s car and a second, and, 
‘usually third, Xsara were also run by Belgian 
Kronos Racing, the firm which had manage 
Manfred Stoh's 2005 Xsara programme and t 
einthe same 
year. Citroen supplied a brace of 06-specific 
‘XsaraWRCs,as was required by the FIAto 
comply with the full manufacturerstatusof =) 


nas some sort of red (shouldnt that be blue 
herring. The Kizz Me backing was ju nergy drink 
manufacturer soon disappeared from the car when the cash, 
allegedly, failed ton which 


in te middle of 
‘completed by the Kronos team ~ ps 
Loeb ripped off the back halfof 
boysrebuiltit oven c boss 
Marevan Da manyofthe 
people “gan on the Peugeot 405 
i Procar series. 

wer its history now. And in addition tothe world tt 

Locb delivered van Dalen was also voted team principal of 


“Hey, Citroen is Citroen.” 
Him, stil not sure he's convinced. 


‘THEFORDFACTOR 

There was none of that debate for Ford. The Blue Oval was.a 

anufacturerand proud. And there was no one more proud 
Malcolm Wilson when he finally stepped up to the 
Monte Carlo toattend the finish ceremony as 

‘winning team principal. And Wilson's season would get better 

— beforeit got worse, courtesy of 
hesandhis drivers'occasional inability to 
the required speed in certain corners, 


Here's the rub, Ford won afacturers ‘tile, fair 
‘enough. Atthe end of the day, it had tobe done this season. 
The lasttime had been in 1979 and this year the competition 
washardly tits fiercest. Ford faced a one-man Citroen outfit 
lacklust team in years 
Itcame asa surprise to Ford aslongasitdid 


oeb ~the lighter was 
‘metronomicin his stacking up of points. Two, new Focus — 
bits wil fall off new cars, fact. Three, Gronholm and Mikko 
Hirvonen tipped up and cost the team points. shat fairon 
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onholm? Possibly not. He went offthe road in Mexico, but 
about Sardinia? He hit a rockon a'weak’ point on the 
the carand could put the cause oreffect 


to good use there. Then again, he was ultimately the 
architect ofhis own demise as adrivers‘tite protagonist when 


he rolled into the Outback in Murray North 
Astime passes, how Ford di it wll fade, but the fact 

will remain etched into rallying’s history book: Ford was 

champion of the world in 2006, 


WHAT'S THECURE? NOBODY KNEW 
Listen: “I ry to laugh about it, coveritall up with les. Ltry and 
laugh about it hiding the tears in my eyes, ‘cause boys don} 
xy. Boys don cry 

‘When five blokes from Sussex got together, called 
themselves The Cure,and wrote Boys Don't Cry in 1979, 
litle did they know their words would be so pertinent 
Norwegian called Solberg and a car called Subaru in the 
‘World Rally Championship in 2006, 


The Subaru situation was so bad that Solberg was reduced, 


is on more than one occasion this season. The 
luction to this section ofthe reviews perhaps litle 

‘ippant. lis not intended to detract from the efforts pumped. 
02006 by every single SWRTteam member. They worked 
ir socks off all season. I's just they all appeared to be 

‘working in different directions. 
{Inshort,and as much asit will pain many tohear 

it, Subaru could do witha French lesson. Across 

the Channel, the engineers engineerand the 

divers drive. Maybe it was the loss of 

‘engineering guru David Lapworth - who 

departed after two rounds or the ca. By the 

team's own admittance, the 2005 Imprez 

far from theirbest work. And this 

‘year, from that already fairly 

low point, things nosedived. 

Bynow,everybody in 

Banbury willbe sickand 

tired of tearing that this 

isthe firstseason 

withouta win sinoe 

192.Andno 

matter how you 

‘ryand couch it, 

there simply 

wasn'tan impreza 


Peugeot 307 wee 


top ett: Menming 


Mexico: Marcus 


atthe races this season. Ifthe win had come, it would have 

been a fluke. All the effortin the world was nevergoing 10 

make it work, the team was trying to push waterup hill. 
Inaway.i'saback-handed compliment to Subaru, that 


the world sup in ars the way itis about ts performance. 
The WRC is not used toit, The WRC is used to Subaru winning 
sixttles and having ~as the team’s enormously affable MD 


drivers'ttlerace for 11 ofthe last ISyears. The WRC needs 
strong Subaru team. The Impreza isa worldwide icon,asis 
the Solberg smile. Let's hope both are backin 2007, 


Tknow, how can follow The Curewith Wer, Wet, Wet (popped 
in souled out...) Apologies. Itwon' happen again. 

Anywa the limited number offull-time seats this 
season, there was always going tobe a few WRC supersta 
poppingin. Given that Toni Gardemeister was saying: 
Another season at Ford willlet me show what lean do,” at the 
same time as his countryman G ‘Where 
do sign?” the former was out ofajob and 
inMonte Cart. 

When it comes to going quickly in unfamiliar surroundings, 
Gardemeister’s pretty special, however, A third in New 
Zealand in 1999 frst time out ina SEAT Con 
in Monte Carlo on his 206 debut in 2001 underline tl 
So, when he stepped aboard a 307 for the opener, nobody 
surprised when be took the final podium spot. Unfortunately 
for Gardemeister, that would be his fin 
sf, when he switched his alley 

inGreece: 
ling his year with fifth in Cyprus. Ifthere had been one 
paid slot this season, it would most likely have been 
inlemeister’s. Inthe end, he made a sold job ofis quartet 


near furure. 

Fellow former Ford man, Francois Duval, was out on half 
the rounds in a Skoda Fabia WRC. His most impressive effort 
came early, however, when he was running an intermediate- 
specification Fabia in Monte Carlo, He overcame the evil 
‘handling to place the Fabia sixth at the end of one, having 
posted scratch and second quickest times. He binned iton 
ddaytwo,and that was really the story of Duval's season. There 
was lots of promise, but ultimately not that much to shout 
about. He was, however, way quickerthan the Red Bull 
Skodas. The less said about them, the better. 

The WRC was a poorer place without the charismatic Gigh 
Gall: The Italian appeared six times, clinching his maiden 
podium aboard a Pirelli financed 307in Argentina and. 
sparking celebrations few will forget! 


Ten years ago in Monte Carlo, Colin McRae started out 
driving a Subaru wearing number one on either side. This 
season, seeing those numbers alongside the Union lagfelt a 
very long way away. I's pretty depressing, but it's the way itis. 
Without a massive cash influx neither Kris Mecke no 
Wilksis going to make it. Now maybe, this s the way 
be. Neither could deny that they have had ample opportunity 
Three years apiece in front-line Junior World Rally 
(Championship machinery should have been enough, b 
haven't Who's filed who, hough. Have the drivers missed 
the goal, orhas the system failed them? 

“Meeke, it appears, has delivered a season too late, He has 
been fastest of the JWRCrunners this season, but itwas last 
year that he needed to beat Sordo.Itwas this year that Sordo 
beat hin tothe second offical Citroen seat for next year 
Meeke's speed has been tempered by two driving mistakes 
this year. Atumes, he appears to have an inability to throttle 
backand siton a minute-plus lead. Equally, any team 


principal will tell you the number one attribute they always 
‘want isthe speed, they can teach the rest. Meeke deserves 
ashotat the WRC, but then would you take him over 
Gandemeister, Duval or Gall? Precisely. 

‘Wilks rode an emotional rollercoaster this season, He won 
rallies, he did the job Suzuki wanted him to do. He played the 
team game at times when he might have wanted to give tthe 
gas and blitzthe timesheets. He dd all of this because ofthe 
‘World Rally Car-shaped carrot being dangled ahead of him 
bby Suzuki. In the end, the carrot seems to have been eaten by 
somebody else. Asl write and you read, Wilks has been 
released from his contract. In short he's been taken in and 
spat out by Suzuki, He deserved more. He was fasterthan. 
team-mate Per-Gunnar Andersson, but,even with the 2005, 
IWRC ttle underhisbelt 
Wilks. Isall been handled in avery un-Japanese way. Having, 
taken these boys on, tutored them inthe ways ofrallying. then 
Jet them go shows aloss of face from the upper 
‘Suzuki family. Strang 


scene amid a flurry ofheadlines and media attr 
‘umed up in Monte Carlo in a car capable of win 
Buthe was 18. In 
Butit turned outto be the watered down cover from Prenchies 
Nowoelle Vague rather than The Undertones more hardoote 
rockand rll versio 

'stoo early to judge Wilson ~ he's on along-term deal, 
He was damned ifhe drove fast and b 
hhe took his time and learned the ropes. He 
latter and only ime will tll fit wasa) the right option 
ifhe’s the man to take Britain onwards and upwards 


Well wanted an exciting clin . 
ridiculous. It was supposed to be exciting for the driversin 
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Iyporetne midi oisseason Sg gig Pearse cfAno'seasonwere 
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sage. Imean, what acial ‘here areorenta at have thought Pt good ea 


cass _ 
pp Never stopped trying Never gave wp. fi, Never locked able to cope with Sort 
Sore _ =e 
3 found balance with the car Never _bitzed the WRC In terms of pace. he 
=e _ ress 
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<a. St. 
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ade goodse ofthe esta, the 
vasfoedto dive wthintisaico 
rranytimes Nex seasonalstow 
whetterhe'sctampon material, 

é Teling hak WibontostayinNZandesjoyte party andSaréia 

hehe wenttoGBanc drove his aly Monstes its naGopNcarnSweden Awesome afl 
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60 autosport.com December 28 2006 


Bitheircars.not forthe drivers ofthe recovery trucks with 
the rally cars on the back. Patrik Sandell wok the Junior 

World Rally ttle this season and that’s what people will 
: he way he did it~ having crashed 


the finalleg, aged 
togethis broken Renault back to Cardiffbefore seven in 
the evening. The rally had been over forhours by then. 
‘many ways, it was fitting end toa bizare (Iwas going: 
say shambolic, but though that a litle harsh) ye 
title-challenging drivers avoided each other forhalfthe 
season. There were some great moments, wicked battles 
and tremendous driving along the way but, as fara Tm 
concerned. P-G Andersson won the ttle in Turkey. In the 
end, he was booted out for receiving outside assistance. 
Sul, bettera six-way ttle shoot-out on the final ound than, 
havingthe crown handed out on the penultimate’ 


it? Possibly. Outgoing champi 
fastest driver, ut co 
‘woubles and the odd driver related incident meant no 
back-to-back wins forhim. That's not to take anything away 
from Nasser Al-Attiyah, who was a deserving champion. 
The Subaru driver showed pace when he had toanda 
canny knack forgetting the car around when he absolutely 
needed to. Japan's Fumio Nutahara stuckhis arin here 
and there and, had itnot been fora Mexican exclusion, he 
might have had more to say come the end ofthe season, 
Mirco Baldacci and Jari-Matt Latvala would —in terms of 
speed also have been worthy champions. Instead they 
had to take third and fourth respectively 


There's a genuine feeling of optimism around the sport. 
Garon willbe back officially which is great, providin 
there's some stability nd long-term commitment from 


Versailles. Obviously, WRCis there to serve its custo 
Citroen Sport, along with the other manufacturers, ts 
customer. But, participation comes with a responsibility to 

Uhweo 
pul sport. Coming along with a car 
Which has had millions of Euros invested in tand cleaning up 
{sfantasticnews for Citroen and Loeb, but when the former 
depa usta few years, it leaves avery big hole 

mission president 


. | 


pity and requirement to spend money 
snot going to please everybody ~ certainly, the way 
the sivengine rule has been translated from what was on the 
drawing board to what will be put into practice is far fom 
‘What the teams wanted, but i's step inthe rig 

‘Commercially, David Richards and his ISC f 
together aclassic deal with sports marketing firm Sportive 
This can only be good news fr the television networ 
the championship and should be rd for the WRC 

ased, the best sport in the world, 

salmostas though we're embarrassed by 
{t,Forgoodness’ sake, get out and watch the damned cars if 

id where you can. The world might not have been smiling 
this season, but the best rally cars in the world trying to escape 
the control ofthe best driversin the world stil 
captivating viewing. 

‘Maybe Tin being the eternal optimist here, bu 
we've tumed a comer, Here's toa mega-competit 


WRC champlonip pots ates each round 


ses ssessaea & 


wakes for 


really think 
ye 2007. 8 


ound 1 


Santa 
Marci GROMNOUM 


HOW THE TITLE 


eo M 8 & Ca 


‘Marcus Gronhotm held the earty advantage after wins in Monte Carto and Sweden. before Sebastien 
with a five-win run. Grontolm came periously clove to catching the absent Frenctoman i the Last 


ps 
Mpts 


am mB 
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2 Tesi Arai (Dutra Impreza WRK. 3:2 Goeth Macha 
WROD 3:21 Andreas Ager (AUT Sts Fata WRC, 3.2 
‘sa WRC, 3:2 Kristin Sobibor (FIN. Saba impreza WRC 
(RA), Ford Fras WRC OF, 2 26= Mca Bac (ID Maui Lane Eo DX 21 
Matthew Weson (GB) Ford Focus WC 04/06 I: 28= Furie Netahara Msi Lancer 
FX 1 28= Dean Herd (AUS), Sar Imprera WRX. 1 


5, For Feces #5 
Jame Tobin (FN) 
ss Perez Conpane 
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£2006 marked a new dawn forthe British Rally 
Championship, then itcame with afew clouds on the 
horizon. This year was supposed tobe very different to las, 
When Mark Higgins ran away with the tile, and it was: this 
time he was chased fort first and then ran away with it 
Some sweeping rule changes for2006 meant the World 
Rally Cars that once dominated the BRC were outlawed to 
make way forless-expensive Group machinery atthe 
front. The idea wasto level the competition and bring in new 
blood. And t worked. Sor of 
The major problem with rallying at the moment is the lack 
‘of money within tand, tobe fairto the BRC, that'sa problem 
thatisbeing felt at everylevel, not just the stipposed pinnacle 


ark Taylorand organiser Rally UK Lid for trying tc 
‘matters, although there are still lessons to beleamed. 
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Right, the easy it first. Mark Higgins a brilliant driver, the 
best the BRC has right now and in 2006 he became champion 
forthe second yearin succession and the third in total 
Suppose there were rally talent scouts who went to BRC 
rounds in search of the next Colin McRae or Richard Burns. 
Well, imagine they'd probably spend a fair chunk of their time 
being sidetracked and following Higgins's exploits inse 

his year was litle different for Mark because, as 
previously stated, he didn't have it all his own way. And 
that was something you sensed he relished. When Higgins 
‘won his second British title Lastyearhe was virtually 
unbeatable. Armed with his weapon of choice, Ford Focus 
WRC, he'd soon dispatched the (very small) army of 
gentleman drivers who could afford similarly powered cars, 
being the true pro that heis 


AGroup N Subaru Impreza, backed once more by trucking 
‘magnate Eddie Stoban but run by Morgan Motorsport, may 
not have been his ideal mode of rally transport this year, but 
Higgins was stil the man to catch, And he was caught on 
occasion. First by Ryan Champion in aworks-backed 
“Mitsubishi on the season-opening Pirelli Rally, although that 
was after Higgins'srally had been blighted by late punctures. 
Then, remarkably, he was matched down to the last tenth of 
second by Rory Galligan in the sister Mitsubishi Motors UK 
Lancer on the Jim Clark, bu got the nod by virtue ofbeing, 
fastest on the firs stage, Ofcourse Manxman Markwasina 
league ofhis own back on home sol, but fast-forward tothe 
Ulster Rally and he was beaten again, this time by fellow BRC 
veteran GwyndafEvansin a Lancerrun by the new Hankook 
STR squad, So was he upset by these results? No way ike any 
200d sportsman he loves a good fight. 


After Ulster, Higgins played a sensible championship game 
{in Yorkshire where he finished second again to Champion to 
‘Wrap up the tile. What's that, hearyou say? Higgins played a 
sensible championship game and didn’ go all-out forthe win? 
‘Yes, well maybe, but by that stage he was clase to securing 
deal to contest the final round, Wales Rally GB, in... you've 
guessed ita Focus WRC 

twas shame to lose Higgins forthe grand finale butts 
ooking likely that he'll be backin the BRC next year, gunning. 
foran unprecedented third straight ttle. ithe world 
championship can‘ find aplace for such talent, then 
‘we'll gladly hang onto him. 


While the BRC didn’t really have the quantity it sought this 
year, itcertainly had quality. There was obviously more than 


‘one man to challenge Higgins at the top, solet’s star with tide 
runner-up Champion. The Yorkshireman arrived in the BRC 
byvirte of winning las year's Mitsubishi Rallian Evolution 
Challenge, a series that also joined the BRC this year (and 
struggled forthe same recognition it got inthe rival ANCRO 
series). Champion teamed up with Gall ks backed 
Lancers, forming a strong pairing. But Mitsubishi's hopes of 
landing that coveted British tile were not tobe. Galligan's 
season was curtailed by illness while Ryan's bright start didn't 
last. Retirements on the Isle of Man and Ulster seriously 
dented his tile challenge, although the fact remains that he 
‘won more rounds than any other driver, even ifhis last win on 
Rally GB was scored under SupeRally rules. Now we waitto 
sce ifhe retains his drive fornext year. 

Another strong pairing came inthe shape of Evans and 
young hotshot Stuart Jones at Hankook SIR. Evans was an 


experienced pair ofhands who secured the team’s first victory 
in Ulster, while fellow Welshman Jones gainedin experience 
and led around forthe first time in Yorkshire. Tragically for 
hime thought he'd won the BRC dass on Rally GB when 
Champion failed to finish, only to find out he wasn f 
second. Jones is now planning a step up to international 
competition, while Evans will definitely be backin the BRC 
after winning this year’s Evo Challenge 

Ofthe seven former British champions who drove on the 
Pirelli Jonny Milner was the only other one to stick around for 
the season. Running his own team meant the title was always 
going wo be abig ask, but Milner did challenge Evans fr the 
Mitsubishi prize and his consistency was rewarded with third 
in the overall points. 

Julian Reynolds was no match forteam-mate Higgins, 
although he was among the top BRC runners on Rally 
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[GB. Another youngster, Phillip Morrow, probably benefited 
froma season of driving against more experienced rivals and 
also chased the Evo Challenge. Zimbabwean Conrad 
Rautenbach was the highest-placed ofa fleet of Geol 
Jones-run Impreza drivers with sixth inthe points. 


The Super 1600 ranks positively swelled this year not hard 
considering Brian O’Mahony was the only contenderin 2005. 
He stood litle chance of defending his tile in an ageing Ford 
‘Puma and that was before you considered Junior WRC 
frontrunner Guy Wilks's presence. Wilks admittedly used this 
year's BRC as a chance to keep match-fit in between JWRC 
rounds, butin doing so he demonstrated a yawning gap to the 
rest ofthe competition. There's talent out there, but i'ssome 
‘way off Wilks’ level yet 

‘Awell-driven $1600 carcan bea match for Group N 
machinery in the right conditions, and Wilks proved as much 
by finishing second only to Mark Higgins on the Isle of Man, 
JWRCrival Kris Meeke also starred when he brought a 
Groen C2 to Ulster. 

‘Wilks, running a self-funded campaign, missed the Ul 
Rally and therefore the chance to puthisname on the class 
trophy. That honour fll o team-mate" James Wazencrof. 
‘Both drove Suzuki Ignis machines, albeit run by different 
‘outfits. Reigning Stars of the Future champion Wozie was on 
steep leaning curve but improved during the season, before 
starring on Rally GB, where he gained a wildcard entry for 
IWRCand ranas high as third. 

The other $1600 competition con 
driven by WRC outcast Roman Kresta 


ed of two Ford Fiestas 
id reigning BRC 


Production champion Barry Clark, From the start Kresta had 
the look ofa man who wasn quite sure how ithad come to 
this,and he 


ied less well with the mechanical dramas that 
fho also ran aJWRC and Fiesta 
Sporting Trophy campaign, kept plugging away and, although 
the didn’t land the $1600 crown, he was top JWRC rookie. 
There wasn't much support in the other classes, which 
‘must be something of aworry or Taylor. Justin Dale worked 
‘hard for class R2 results in an Autosport Technology-run 
Renault Cio, but ultimately lost out on points to Matt Beebe 
inan MGZR, even though Beebe was nota match on times. 
Finn McCaul won class Ras the only competitor 


Byandi large the switch wa Group N format has worked for 
the BRCand 


just needs greater numbers forit to really take 
vgs usbackto the problem of money. But there 
sia spanner in the works. Earlier this yearit 

forthe 
[BRC in 2007, scuppering the tyre sponsorship deals that many 
divers rely on, The move has ruffled fairfew feathersand 
canst well with the Hankook team, which is ofcourse 
bbankrolled by the Korean tyre firm. Taylorhas maintained 
‘that teams like Hankook could still run carsin the BRC, but 
using Prelityres instead. Yeah right. 

The set-up of the championship is questionable too. 
Reducing the series from eight rounds to six was almost 

evitable with the Welsh and Scottish Rallies struggling 
financially Pus,the Tempest Stages neverseemed tobe that 
well-attended, Some classic events remain, but three of those 
~ the jim Clark, Ile of Man and Ulsterrallies ~ are also rounds 
ofthe Irish Tarmac Championship,a series that stillallows the 
spectacular World Rally Cars, which of course score outright 
wins. How are rally fans supposed to ignore these machines 
and their colourful rivers and just focus on the BRCrunners? 
The answer, of course, ts that they can‘. Rally GB as the 
season finale brought its own dilemmas, too. Yes,the BRC 
‘crews got much greater exposure, but they were somewhat 
lostdown the field, andit didn'thelp matters thatthe tle had 
already been decided, 

Stil, there are changes to look forward to, Next year will 
bring the introduction of Super 2000 machinery tothe British 
championship, nd there isalot ofinterest ~ and new 
investment - across the sportin that particular category. The 
BRCalso likes to weara green hat ~ the seriesis backed by 
Tesco and usesits 99 Octane gasas the control fuel forthe 
championship - and as such willrun a new Diesel Cupnext 
year. Among thefirsttosign upisleading British Touring 
Carteam Triple Eight, which sbuildinganewAstratorunin = 
the series. Funnily enough MarkHigginshaswoicedalotof — & 
interestin that machinery. Now wouldn't that bea match 
made in heaven (and hell foreveryone else)? 
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ASTON RALLY TEST 


RALLYINGTO. 


ston and Martin. Two words that in 
‘combination make your average racing 
fan go weakat the knees. Rally and car 
Two more words at which the same 
species recoil in horrorat the idea of 
dirty doors, more than one person in the 
carand some bizarre concept involving 
‘not going around in circles. 
‘Combine the two to make four words ~ Aston Martin rally 
1-~andit’s hard to know what's going to happen. Untilthe 
drive aspects thrown in, Adda touch of Frederic Dorand 
rerything starts tomake sense. Dor,an immensely successful 
businessman, major motorsport fan and gentleman sportscar 
racer, felt the Aston Martin Vantage road car was missing 
«hing, He wanted to put that right. Having partnered 
Prodrive in the DBR9 race programme, he renewed the 
association to take Aston tothe stage. Tis time, though, it 
was with the V8 Vantage rather than the DB9, 
Dortalked to former Porsche guru now chi 
Aston Martin, Dr Ulrich Bez about the Vantage. Dor says the 
pairshare a vision. "We want to make Aston the Porsche of 30 
ars ago," he explains.”Now we have the DBR9 on the track 
but we also need a rally car~and that's the V8 Van. 
Itall makes perfect sense to Dor. And, after talking to him 
five minutes, it makes perfect sense al round. 
knew somebody who bought a Vanquish for himself, 
4 DB9forhis son and aV8 Vantage forhis wife” says Dor 
That's not right. The Vantage is nota car forthe ladies. We 
want the V8 Vantage to rival the Porsche GTS. People say the 
GTSis the best in the world; we want that tobe the V 
Thats why we've taken ito rallying 
The Vantage ts hardly hairdresser’scar,butyou kind 
cofknow where he’s going with this, I's about people's 
perception ofa carthatis essentially as incongruous as 
itsounds ~the entry-level Aston Martin. So,the Rally GT was 
bom. The car retains much ofits road-going nature; with a 
43-litre motor churning out 425bhp and 440Nm of torque 
‘hy wouldn't you? With 355mm discs and four-potc 
linging to them out front, why wouldn't you? The standard 
specification sheet goes on and on with reasons to go rallying. 
‘Doradds couple ofhis own,"When we can make this car 
perfect on the stage, then we knowitis going tobe perfecton 
the road,"he says "And as well as that, we have to provide 
people who own this car with the chance to use it. There is 
rnosport on the road any more. Ifyou have some sport on the 
road then you area criminal. The trackisnice, bu the rally 
and the stage is the perfect place for the gentleman driver 
and the serious enthusiast. The Vantage can be perfect for 
this. Iissoversatil. You can finish yourrally an then drive 
he carto the office. did the Mont Blanc rally in this car. I 
‘wasbetterbalanced than the Porsche, it felt fantastic. I's 
not sich aig car,you know. Compared with the Group N 
Subaru or Mitsubi bod, even forthe width and it's 
very safe to drive 
‘Okay, that’s enough. With those words ringing in my ears, 
it'sdownto business. Abrace of Aston Martin Rally GTsare £2 
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MCT 
wick cor] 


Manufactured from isothermally forged 2618 T6 to 
the more exotic MMC’s our expert engineers 
ensure all our pistons are made from the 
= best material available. Naturally we 
nn are ISO 9001 approved 


MCT Pistons 


High performance pistons 
from the people with 30 years 
of experience in race engines! 


This unrelenting attention to 
detail guara 
part of our piston 
most stringent specifications. 
So if you require high quality 
pistons delivered to you whe 
> At MCT we have invested heavily in new you need them, talk to 
and robust technology so we can deliver to 


you the highest quality pistons at competitive prices. » After all can you afford 


not to run the best? 


From design and FEA analysis to 
engine testing in one of our in-house 
dynamometer cells our approach is to offer 
our clients a complete piston service in a 


Sales 
T: +44 (0) 1993 871 216 E: sales@metuk.com 


ngley, Witney, 


confidential environment 


PERFORMANCE BY DESIGN 
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16 famous FORMULA 1 
powered by 
V8 and V10 engines 


«2 Fl AGS two seaters 
specially made for 
passenger ride. 


Formule I 


THE MOST PRESTIGIOUS 
DRIVING SCHOOL IN THE WORLD 


and the PEUGEOT 905, World Champion and winner of the Le Mans 24-Hour 
Race, available for you on the High Tech Test Track Paul Ricard, just a stone's 
throw from Saint Tropez, in the heart of Provence. 


Informations and booking 
Tel : +33 494 609 700 
mail@agsformulel.com 
www.agsformulel.com 


Official Partner 


m) TAGHeuer 


Above: Author 
‘Evan puts ons 
racing face 


set: With this 
many cubes, wa 
reeds a turbo? 


G lined up with the keysin. I's impossible to resist. Bill 
Gwynne knows more about driving and teaching the drivin 
‘ofrallycars than almost anybody else in the known word: 
he's well versed in being a patient passenger. m riding 
shotgun with him before roles are reversed. T 
amuddy,rain-lashed, slick-shod slither of 
CCombury Park.~liesin wait. There's a handful of90s as the 
road jinks ths way and that around the outbuildings before 
strech of moorland-esque road complete with a couple of 
‘medlium-speed sweepers, a compression and a muddy 
handbrake at the end of the road before it 

‘we've just come. 

The Aston trundles out, docile as 
you like, before Gwynne gets on the 
gas. He piles on the lock through the 
square comers, before the car seems 
tosquat through the fasterbends. 
He'sfeathert 


<P 


back the way 


said -sa 

Asmuch as Dorand Prodrive want 
nake this rally car, tremains an 
Aston Martin [fany rally car coullt 
everbe described as aristocratic, this 
{sit There’snone ofthe stripped-out, 

rity or LED-lashing neon 
the current crop. The ave 
World Rally Caris positively nouveau riche alongside the 
stately Vant 

Equally, offthe tine there’snone of that pinned tothe 
backofthe seat business one usually associates with 
Prodrive-built rally machine. The: 
{although a dog box option is available) and there’s no 
question ofa spark-cut forthe flat shift The nice, 
gearlever remains unmolested. There’sno launch co 
and ant-lag would be largely redundant since there's 
turbo. Ifyou're afterall that electro wizardry, forget it The 
‘Vantage is not foryou. 

Ifyou'reaftera boomer ofan engine, a bootful of power, 
‘amountain of torque and an armful of oppo, you've met your 
match. The Vantage is deeply beautiful inside. fsa tad tight 
as you slide in through the door bars, but as you slinkinto the 
seat, you lean on some padded leather cushions on the centre 
console. This car doesn't do discomfort. The dash is standard 
which means it’ tasteful, crafted and quality. And right in 
‘middle ofthe dash is the starter button. While the car ight 
Jookstandard inside, the noise is way, way beyond the norm. 
There's amomient’s manic whine before the rumbling begis 
Wsthe sort of umble that comes from deep within. With 
provocation, itbecomes thunderous bellow. 

‘The dutch is.adelight and - although we've only just got 
‘out of the'service park’~T'm feeling confident and safe. The 


‘opening square comers are pre-empted by asick second to 
first shift and afew revs. he back end of the caris clearly keen, 
Largely owing to the combination ¢ and 
leafy asphalt 

‘tll feeling safe, wee away and into the more open part of 
the stage. Having bounced off the rev limiter in fist, the caris 
happy todo the same in second. There's the tiniest of curves to 
the left and the luscious, standard Aston ‘box slices across the 
to third. The carfeels solid 
thoa, there. The right rear has dropped off the road and, 
for ananosecond (okay,maybe abit longer), had no idea 
‘what was going on and even less of an idea about how to 
controlit. Gwynne’s seen itall before 

‘She's quite wide and the road's 
quite narrow, "he says, before 
resuming his pace note calls That's 
‘enough fornow.Itake a much more 
sedate approach to the sweepers, but 


age - courtesy ofthe hydraulic 
rake —o spin the carin 
diness for the return journey 
Having come through unscathed, 
my confidence is ising again. The car 
snes confidence. Itfeels progressive 
trait the modern WRC driver 
‘might call laziness - but the precision 
from the steering is wonderful and the brakes are more than 
uuptothe job. Aset of Eibach springs and adjustable 
EXE-TC dampers give the car fabulous poise and balance 
inthe comers 

Oratleast they did until my second moment ofthe d: 
braking fora right-hander. The car skipped and once a 
cluded my control, Somehow it sorted itsefout and - once 
again - Gwynne didn't even finch. Alltoo soon my time in the 
caris over. As we cross the finish line, a mid all 
Iwantto dois bury the throttle and take the Nl 
driftand cacophony ofbooming V8-ness. think better ofit 
Mentioned in the Domesday Book, the house at Combury 
Parkhas been around since the I4th century and is believed 
tobe preferable without aVantage-shaped hole in its 
frontage. Iconsole myself with dipping the dutch and 
blipping the throtl. Stunning 

This carhas already contested numerous events inthe 
French Rally Championship, piloted by Stephane Sarrazin 
among others. It's tumed plenty of heads on that side of the 
channel and could do the same over here. 

The Aston Martin Rally GTcomes in at around the sam 
price as full-spec Group N impreza They're utterly different 
rally cars but they ae both rally cars. 

Now.aslippery Combury Parkis one thing, lessee who's 
‘man enough to give the Aston the large one over Deer's Leap 
‘ona wet Saturday afternoon... 3 


ASTON RALLY TEST 


TECH SPEC 
ASTON MARTIN RALLY GT 


4300cc turbocharged 
425bhp 

440Nm 

G-speedsynchvo 

(og gearboxavaltable) 
35Smmdiscs. 4-pot caliper 
independent double wishbone, 
‘adjustable dampers 

£120,000 (apron) 


2000¢c turbocharged 
280dhp 

422Nm 

6-speeddoggearbox 

active centre differential 
326mmdises.4-potcaliper 
‘Macpherson strutand.coilspring. 
adjustable dampers 

£120,000 apprond 
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SWEDE HARMONY 
FOR EKSTROM 


Former DTM champ and occasional rally star Mattias Ekstrom came out on top in Paris. By EDD STRAW 


‘THERACE of 
Championshasalways 
beenafunevent. but 
Inevitablyit’sthe 

winner who getsto enjoy himself 

the most. Not many driversin the 
19-yearhistary ofthe event can 
have revelledsomuchin victory 
asthisyear’s winner—former DTM 
| champion Mattias Ekstrom. He 
‘was positively buzzingafter 
defeatinglocal hero Sebastien 
Loebin the Super Final, evenif 
the partisan Parisian crowd's 
stunnedsilence when he 
crossed the line ahead of their 
hero provedhe was verymuch 
secondfavourite 
Ekstrom’s ictoryis 
meaninglessin the grand 
scheme of things, of course 
‘butthe event'sstatusas one in 
which drivers compete for thehell 
ofit,rather than as one from the 
high-stakes world of big money 
manufacturer campaigns, makes 
the Race of Champions unique: 
itstil means somethingto the 
rivers. EI was ona genuine high 

(pernaps partly asaresult ofa 

disappointing DTM season) after 

beatingLoeb inthe Super Final 
whichincludedoneface-offin 

Citroen Xsara World Rally C 

machinery. ashe admiredthe 


enormous trophy (we're not far 
Borg: Warmer proportions here) 
and showed off his Swedish flag. 
‘complete with Loeb's dedication 
‘tsays Kingof the Stade de 
France.” explained Ekstrom."No- 
‘one can beat me here againnow 
itis goingto Wembley next year” 
He seemedevenmoreexcited 
about the TagHeuerwatchhe'd 
fearnedhimself,but that’s the kind 
‘of atmosphere that the Race of 
Champions creates. tsallstarline 
‘up draws aces throughout the 
Formula 


motorsport world 
world ralling, touring cars 
Sportscars andrallyraids~andto 
See the 17 stars fromall discipline 
chattinginthe drverslounge was 
toseeanenvronmentofabygone 
ageinmotorsport. Thatisthe Race 
‘of Champions utimate success 
One thingthathasalwaysbeen 
true Inmotorsportisthatyoudon't 
havetowintobeahero 
Appropratelyenough, Exstrom 


Jp Ford we ace Marcus Gronhoim crested some 


‘Ti-top racer James Thompson dide’t quite make | 
‘Enough of a splash for Team GB in the Nations Cup 


wasone of ntertainers, _-mid-aironhis bike —that'sthe kin 
‘aswellasthe top performer, o ofentertainer we're talking about 
thenight. Toke alookathis He'sheading forthe WRC ona part 
performancein the divers time basis next year before afull 

final when in. 2008, so Petter Solberg 


he star 


piled his Renav 


Megane svaghtintothe wal at rwatchoutbecause 


Triple workd rally champion and defending RoC 


aalhiet winner Loeb was spectacular in the Aston DB9_ | 


Kovalainen by0.0002 seconds Imprezan 
(yes.that! sth With fellow American 
ofasecond) fyouneed proof Johnson and then replacement 


Buteven Ekstrom andilocal So stintherun 


woten-thousar 


howboating mar 


dpuling Nations Cup victory afterlosingto gingtospin the 


hemectacbendchempCarwinner uptotheRace ofChampionsand —_Ekstrom.LoebandPastranainhis Megane onaslowdownlapafter 
Sebastien Bourdaishadtogive best attemptstobringinXurt Buschor three outing: defeating compatriot Yvan Muller 
Toamostunespectedstartum.He — RobbyGordon atlessthan 24 hiswasnotTeamFiniand.it _inthesem-finalof the Race of 


said Champions. The crowd gotrght 

behind Bourdais, buthisnight 
metoaspectacular endonthe 

lap ofthe racers final against 


Ekstrom when helockedup the 


iki Kovalainen, 
tingeverything 


Gronhotm 
Butst 
Wile Gront 


AS an 
time, Pastrana made'tto the 


five unknown ine notice) fling foulof the 


and. after losing hish 


: Shave won 


profile teamleaders, wasleftto 


Nations Cup final Th nim’ spectacular 


represent Americainthe Nations crows 


Cup single-handedly. Trav moments werelimitedt 


Pastrana managedto incorporate thumping walls an front wheels ofthe Megane and 
‘bouncing off the walls (and. inor ccasion.extensivelyreprofiing thumped the barter. 
instance. drivinguponedintohis the Super Special style layox thenew-for-2006 circuitwith a The crowdcertainly enjoyed 


» sara, hisold WRC sparring partner 
Colin McRae deserved maximum 

pointsforstyle. He made tothe 

rallyfinalof the Race of Champions 


thatone, Audience participation is 
crucialat the Race of Champions, 


the Race of Champions 


racinglinestowin the hearts of se, 
hatthe collision between two carsis pet 
‘ninety yet that 


particularly whenitcomesto 
anything French-telated. In 
between the bouts. a multitude of 

aly 


‘Americantearhadbeen given 
awd last 


such ahardtime by the c 
year forreasonsnot entirely related 


tomotorsport. thiswasahellofar 


asecond, Butifthat 


diversions we 


conte: ought 


achievement. Pastranawasa pathinthe Nations CupsemHfinall — judgedlike igure skating he'dhave wheeled) out Heikki Kovalainen 
finalstin the Nations Cup an MarcusGronholmran Pastrana wonbyamile,hoidingtheXsarain_didsomedonuts and bumouts in 
asemi-finalistin he individual aclose second for spills during the me beautifully balanced slide ‘aRenault R26 Formula 1 car.the 
Race of Championsitself Nations Cup final, though. He duringterace. McRae couldalso ever-popular Terry Grant 


‘demonstrated that youcan change 
thewheelofa Legendiiveriedrace 
carwhileitis spin turningandyou 
arehanging oft. while arocket car 
attempted toblowhalf the crowd 
Jewaysmoments. _outofthestadium. It didn't quite 
attempted his own manageit—althoughitdidknock 


icanRally  managedtocrash twice after be guaranteedtogointofull-on 
1984World _stalingon the linen the Xsara 


Pastrana won the Am 


gwhich 


‘Championship, aga! 
Champion St 

for Subaru this year buts 
known for his motorcross a 
Gamesexplolts He's 


wedown laps, somethh 
learly goes down wellwith Scots as 


David Coulthardalso proved with 


hhadtowatch whl 


partner Heikki Kovalainen won the 
astypically self-effacing 
partinhis country’s 


ERE 
:OEN C4 PICASSO 


Bourdaisat 


utinga double back fipin 


World Touring Car aces Thompson (left) and 


‘Reigning DTM champion Bernd Schneider made 2 
Priauls flew the flag fer Team Great Britain 


itor a hash of his run in the Porsche 911 GTS racer 
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championship winning technology. 
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Enhanced Functionality 
* Stores 100 Chassis Setups 


* Center of Gravity Calculation 

Frito 15+ years Unknown —_— 
joment _Expetienco* * Baseline Setup Recall 

mais 
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= intrcomp has been using Fite Element 
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“Triple Champ Car title winner Sebastien Bourdais 
missed out on the final after this wild moment 


International race and rally superstars were able 
torelax in each other's company during the event 


Klovera photographer—butthe 
driver settled for filing the entire 
stadium with smoke, which 


presumably French-managedto 
foolhim into thinking the 4 


finishedalap before't actually 


continuedtohanginthe air 
evenafter the finalhadstarted 


bywavingaroguefiag "Isawthe 
offand 
ts when saw the 


one lap b 
undid ny 


cand backe 


Butthe serious stuffwason 
track Asfor AndyPriaubeandjames 


Thompson, both making 
rancesinthe Race of 


eirfist disappointed Priauts, who was 
app 


Champions andrepresenting 


theless pleased 

beaten MeRa 

Rally Car during the Nations Cup. 
Fmtold somebodyin the crowd 


Autosport Team England. things 
didn’t go so well. With the Nations 
Cup drawneatly pickingoutthe 
‘rivalries, the teamlostout2-1 to 
Team Racing Scotland aft 
Thompsonwa 


was wavingit. Hopefully they 


extyear andican 


eto good 
But the results, by fair means or 
foul weren't the point. 


twice beaten by 
Coulthard. Priauixand Thompson, 
who was alatereplacementfor 
Jenson Button, then 


Champions s about ent 
and. ifthe organi 
20th anniver: 


theinjun 
fell atthe frstin the Race of 
Champions to Bourdals and Bernd 
Schneider respectively Priaube 


ry extravaganzane 
year come to fruttion. 
excuse tonot mark down the fist 
Wembley RoCasone: 

e events of 2007. Ar 


‘was not overly delighted after 
of Aston 


losingoutinabi at goe 


MartinGT RalysaRteraspectator— forthe vers aswellasthe fans! 2 
QUARTER-FINAL SEMI-FINAL FINAL 
ome 
souRoais. = —_ 
PRAULX ith 
ae Tie” TF 
MURR 
| mur = I 
cOuLTIARO PJ 
| estrow = 
ae BOUROAS 
exsTROM 
SCHNEIDER ws 
ee fom 
KOVALAINEN 
rovaanen — 
KRISTENSEN 
se 
| toes — 
PASTRANA 
vasttana = J 
TERNS Se 
— L toes =| 
oo MCRAE 
soR0 ae 
scnwarz Se 
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GRONHOUM 


Gronholm and Kovalainen celebrate 
their Nations’ Cup win for Finiand 


Q&A 


MATTIAS 


EKSTROM 


106" 


SUPERFINAL 


ao 


What does winning the Race of 
Championsmeantoyou? 

Thisisthe individual greatest moment 

of my whole fe because tobeat other 
‘ace ves with this abiltyinthe same 
materials something special Mining 
the DTM tite wilaway be the biggest 
achievement inimyacing career andthis 
Jcallafun event. Butto beat him 
[ebastienLoetlinthe carthat ie has 
been diving since dayone —Inevecall 
anything impossible because my tiend 
bays tell me that anything s possible 
When went out wa rochingat 105 per 
centand when crossedthe finish nein 
the Megane twassucharelie, Last year 
twas realy sapposnting being beaten 
inthe fst ound andhaving to watch, but 
this year wental the way 


Whatwasitliketobeat Sebastien 
Inthe Citroen? Wasita perfectrace? 
Iwasprepared totahe the isksandto 


QUARTER-FINAL SEMI-FINAL 


Senwanz PAST 
Pd 


PASTRANA SCHNEIDER 


COULTHAN 


= as 

33 cournuno wowson | Sg lll 
5 oe aE 

a 


x 


— 


Jp Motorcycle daredevil and rally 
strana starred for Team USA ~ 


brake atthe latest point but stil wiedto 
eepittidy wth not too much overseer 
Thad one bigmoment!Exceptforthatit 
veasa really ceanrun, Once beat Seb in 
sown carthnew that couldtowinit 

because expected towininthe Megane. 


How did youmanagetowinthe 
‘semi-final against Heikki Kovalainen 
despite going off at the first comer? | 
Tom Kristensen saidtome before that ' 
Heibtiis not unbeatable andbesure you | 
oft outromthe begining inthe ist 

come wentintoo quickbutthetime 
Hosta that moment think! gainedin 
entry because was so quickin Aer 
thatracelhadtotrytosee the TVto see 
whowon because when looked across 
_atHeltitaslitelookinginthe miror 
eveything mas exact the same:itwas 
ayeliow atinthe same place! wasusing 
mmyhulfacehelmet and did'tknow who 
hadwon 


FINAL 


ASTRANA 


KOVALAINEN PASTRANA 
a 
I 
ce PASTRAMA GRONHOLM 
ES KOVALAINEN PASTRANA 


FROVALAINEN BOURDA'S 


so 
LOEB GRONHOLM es oe 
-_ 
\KOVATATNEN BOURDAIS PlayStation France 
Gourdais/Loeb) beat 
AutoHebdo France 
(Mules Peterhansed 
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hheyboast eight big-time tin-top titles between 
them, but Andy Priaulx and Bernd Schneider have 
never raced against each other. And, chances are 
they never will The closest they've come to any 
‘on-track combat was this year's Race of 
(Champions. Granted, the Race of Championsis 
primarily fun eventand doesn’t carry the kind of 
pressure that being Mercedes’ or BMWs leading 
flag-bearerin a multi-million pound race programme does, 
butin.an event full of tantalising match-ups, Priaulx versus 
Schneiderwas one that everyone was hoping for. Itdidn't 
happen, but athough they didn’t meet on the trackat the 
Stade de France, Autosport brought them together o tal 
WICC, DTManda unified touring carseries. Turns out, 
they've gotalotin common 
EDDSTRAW: So whien are we goin 
‘Schneider on track? 
‘ANDY PRIAULX: Forme,.i love to goup against Bernd 
because he has been a touring carlegend formany years. I's 
so dilficultto make comparisons between the WICCand the 
DTM because they are two different championships and two 
very lfferenttypes of cars. ve got massive respect for Bernd 


see Priaubxversus 
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and it would be great to race him one day. 
BERND SCHNEIDER: Bus you have tohurry up, Andy, or will 
retire first! 
ES: Butthisis the yearyou have shown the young guys you're 
sill the best- you must have years left? 
BS: Ai Mercedes ll the time we have collected young drivers 
and built up a good furure for them. Inthe beginning it's 
vayshard because people didn't know, fr example, Jamie 
Green. He came into the team and was beating me'so 
everybody says hey, whats going on? He’ 
and then in 10years when he's dong Forma | theyrealise 
actually he’s quite good? But that’s why we take drivers like 
Jamie into the team because they have already done 
something special We started with Dario Franchitti back in 
1995 and he kept beating me. had o push really hard against 
him and already people were thinking I was geting ok 
‘AP: Like Bernd says, there are always young guys coming 
through like [new BMW signing] Augusto Farfus. Everybody 
{stalking about the young Farfusat BMW! But you have to 
Jookatthe performance from the start to the end of the year. 
Lookat what Berd has achieved. Five championships now 
and he’s the best overa whole year. Tobe quickon one lapis 


00d, to be quickin one race is good, but you need to be quick 
overthe whole ye 
BS: To gobackto the original question, forme tobe ableto 
race against Andy I would really love to see the manufacturers 
working together sothat we have one really good 
‘championship because it's not good that we have two series 
with some manufacturers spending money here and sorm 
overthere. They really need tobe working together to have 
‘one very strong touring car championship, 
‘A:That would be good. 
BBS: The target should be that we find solutions 
together. At the moment follow the racesin the WTCC and 
Tmreally happy for Andy because f you win the tile three 
times in arow,itdoesn'tjust come through luck. There are 
not many drivers who can do this, 
AAP: When I started racing llooked at Bernd and though 
il could be lke him one day it would be perfect! Every 
driver wants to go up againstall the best guysin the world 
and it would be great to get the two championship together 
with Mercedes, BMW, Audiall racing against each other 
in. You'd have to control the costs to gett to work, but it 
would be superb 


work 


WTCC and DTM superstars Andy Priaulx and Bernd Schneider sat 


down with EDD STRAW in Paris to put the tin-top world to rights 
Ae 


ES: What doyou think ofeach other's championship? 
AP: Td loveto drive a DTM car because they justlook superb. 
roma driving challenge point of view it would be rea way forward 

teresting for me with downforce and carbon brakes. The DTM iseffectiveh 
‘Whereas with my BMWyou still getallitlebuzz,the bigbuzzis ata world-class level. Maybe it would be interes 
‘moreabout doothandle to doorhandle racing With the DTM, national championships with maybe four or five b 


or positives from the DTM The promotion there is fi 
tastic, whereas in the WTCC itis not very good. Maybe the 


ng forthe tie trying to win races and, in the end, youre 

going to some meetings trying to get one point. don’ 
because with the 

zest weakness isthe promotion, 


ate on geting national coverage 
ational championship operating 
toalldo 


‘categories. You've both had experience of Formu 


just driving one ofthe cars would be superb. ButIknowthat international races that brings everyone together? That AAP: don really thinkabout it. Forme,'matouring car driver. 
Bernd would reallyenjoy theracing inthe WTCC,itcanget would be interesting. Flisglamourous,it’s hi-tech and i's fast but people want to 
quite funnysometimes,butIdon' make any comparisons. __ ES: Improving the show hasits downsides forthe drivers, see wheel-to-wheel action with fourcars going into a comer 
ES:Since the DTM carisso much fasterthan the WTCCcar, though. Youboth carried success ballast regularlythisyear?_side by side. That's what touring carracing delivers - intense 
doyounotlookatthemandihinktheyareeasytodriveand BS: The weight situation isalitte bit more fairin the DTM racing with everybody on the edge of theirseat because 
thatthe DTMisa propercar? because if Mercedes wins,all the Mercedes get weight something is always happening. 

BS: WICC cars aredefinitely not easy to drive. It doesn't whereasin the WTCCit’sjustthe driverwho gets the penalty. BS: We should not compare I's the highest lassi 
matter what category youare in tisnoteasy tobe good. Even Thats really unfairtothe drivers because theyarefighting motorsport and the DTM has taken some things and copied 
ifyourace in the Polo Cup with 110bhp. Ittakes aspecial skill forthe championship in seventh oreighth place and the them, lke the qualifying format. One reason why F1 drivers 
todrive these sorts ofcars. The important thing about touring spectators do not really know whats goingon. Withthe DTM, are big superstarsis because people cannot get close to them. 


cars, whateverthe championship {s,isthatthe showmustbe the spectators can understand 


tallthe Mercedesare 20kg _Togetan autograph from Alonso or Schumacheris really 


‘g00d for television and forthe spectators. Of course dri heavier than the Audis and ifthe Audis are ahead they an special because you cannot get clase. We want people to get 
‘want to have 800bhp with loads of dawnforce,butifwehave understand why. close so maybe this means we are not superstars, ut we want 
400-450bhpanda certain amount ofdownforce we arehappy AP: The danger with the WTCCisyougetthe championship tobe open. Lookat Hockenheim when he had 38,000 people 
because we can put on a show. ‘contendersracingin 10thto 15th places when weshouldbe inthe pits! Getting around was very dificult, butthisis the 


AP: There's got tobe amide way. TheWTCCcantake some — winningraces The crowddoeswanttosee the guyswho are waywe want it. I's diflerentto F1, we must do} 


rown way. 
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FORMULA FORD 


a 


GT! available for E18 Eretert cong 
tracl/race days Sb wre pone 

why not try out now on a track 
day or test day for 2007 series. Engines ana goartones wv 
Contact Gerald: For ul dota conta 
07761849484 or 017008 


HISTORIC RACE CARS: 


Brabham BT41 Formula 3 


FORMULA FORD 


Wanted FF1600 Pre 90 anny conser, cash 
wat 07761 549454 oF 01700 527837 


DRIVES AVAILABLE 


Eugene 


For drivers who want to 
fulfill their potential..... 


One-to-One sessions with 
Britain's number 1 race driver coach 
Eugene O’Brien. 


* At all test/track club days 
* Gift vouchers available 
* Bespoke corporate days 


t: 01604 708766 
m : 0775 383 5629 
© : eugene@eugeneobrien.co.uk 


Eugene O’Brien sa") 


www-eugenesb 


_O’Brien 


Porsche Carrera Cup\2007 


DRIVES*AVAILABLE 


IN2RACING have Ch 


IN2RACING enjoyed an impressive Porsche Carr 
debut season in 2006: 


See us at the Autosport Show, stand 2180 


[NP 2RAGING | 


Grafton Lodge Workshops Binton Stratford upon Avon CV37 9TX 
1:+44(0) +4 


www.in2racing.co.uk 


Benetton 8-194 Chassis 08 


Tol: +1 253 435 9143 
or Fax +1 283 295 0793 


HISTORIC RACING 


{BTCC-$2000 LEXUS Drive Avalable! 


Johns Gone Bonkers! ne a 


a 


£29,950 
01271 812595 


Rolicentre 
Offer for Sale 
Dallara LMP900 (x2) 


Radical SR9 LMP2 


‘As campaigned at Le Mans and Le Mans Series 2004-06 


For detailed information pack visit 
Interested parties to call Martin Short on 
+44(0)1480464052 or email 


COMPETITION RACING CARS 


To advertise call O20 8267 5858 or Fax 020 8267 5850 


3 


Mot dest ben sal td er 


1270 886134] 


07802 779301 


1994 Volvo 18 ton truck, 


£14,750 


yrdmx5@ aol.com 
279797 0717 536668 
www mxSracing.com 


ora 


uUSTOM 


Marcos 1800 GT. 1965. 


FIA Ford Mustang. 
available including engine 
(gearbox, diff and wets 
telephone Martin Willams 
01934 811006 or 07775 993078. 


Sell Porsche GT3 RSO2. 
Sequential Gearbox. The gearbox 
with 16 hours work. Spare parts. 
0034609354345. 
imayola@drice.com 


‘Swift Shade Instant Marquees 


+ Phone +44 (0118 973 7300 


701268 774141 
EATHERWEAVE| 


Transporter Awnings 
Pit Tents, Trailer Covers 


Ford Escort Rallycross Supercar 
Used by Helmut Holfeld in UK and Irish Rally Cross 
‘Champions! hips. Maintained to the highest standard As New. 
xtensive spares package available 
Price £63,000 
for details phone Helmut Holfeld 00353 12857002 


2 FORMULA RENAULT V6 OTR Chemplonahp 2008 
Ai spares ‘Bult Now By Luchow Motorsport, 


FVe A 
TERNATIONAL 2004 Teams 


CONTACT : + 33(0)6.87.75.06.75 
sgirobegpfirstracing. fr 


‘SEAT 


Race winning car ran with no 
pense spared by TCR, 
no ack all year, New 
gearbox rebuild, 16 wheels/tyres 
ee ater “2 Phas mary sparoe. This price also 
se 22 tocar to Includes a track day if required. 
" £15,995 


Call for pies and more info 


(01206 736008 
07740797007 


89,995 


The Original and Best Selling Instant Shelter in the We 


E-Z UP® INSTANT SHELTER® 


Visit our website WWW.ez-Up.co.uk | 


MAYFLOWER MARQUE 
Fan. 01404 444527 


17.5% 


VAT FREE 
a TASTY 


offer from 


Let us take the BITE out 
of winter and pay your VAT 


Valid on telephone orders 
only, call now: 


01786 449 519 


Kiwi Tile 


Interlocking 
b- H 


Tel: O1865 883384. Fax: O186S 883789) 
E-mail: enquiries @kiwities.com 
Webs wow kiwities.com 


—as 


The BEST quality 
instant canopy on the 
market. 
Strong, lightweight 
and easy to use. 


Made from the best 
quality materials. Quick 
and easy to assemble 


Variety of sizes and 


| colours. Can be printed on : 


From leading UK 
manufacturers who also 
produce transporter 
awnings and modular 
‘canopies 


Tel. 01962 736316 
| www.tectonicsuk.co.uk 


MARKETPLACE 


The awning company UK 


‘Unit, Jubilee Works, Vale Street, Botton, Lancs BL2 6OF 
Tol 01204 544900 Sales: 01204 544944 Fax 01204 544901 


ices Ltd. 
Specialists 
871177, Fax: O1327-704193 


wer / Foun VB. | 


Knight Racing Se 
imtrican Race E 
as 


Dealers for M 


‘Quartermaster Clathes 
check Neyten Carboretiony 

Koicur Rac 
Unie 4 Prat H 
Rovat Oax Wav 


[__ceansoxes 
BPA Engineering 


SPECIALIST TRANSMISSION | 
SERVICES 
Hewland Build & Rebuild 
New & S/H Spares § 
Gearboxes & Axles Rebuilt *) 
Gears & Spares Manufactured 


CONTACT: 
ANDREW BRITTEN | 
TEL: 01256 8957: 
FN x: 01256 395151 


www.bpaengineering.com 


‘NUMBER PLATES 
Number Plates Made Fangio (st. 1975) sup 
iy al types of plates, from modem acre 
Dressed poched sharma and raed ver white 
Fete cig plates. Rapid word wie postal sev 
tte Te 023 £226 4755 ox wor buy pate. com 


[Al kinds of motoring iterature bought and sold 
Promas open by scgontment. Ovid Thomas 
‘Moteng Books, Unt 6 fuse tard, Lawns od. 
ocbury, Heroresre, WS TLE. Teitax 01531 
636319. Details. at wrwalautabooks com or 
SiesDalasnbeoks com 

Motorsport Books, Photos and collectibles. ew. 
(hd and are Fre tts aval on request See ou" 
Wwebatte ww smoniews com. mon  Lews 
Transport "Books, PO. Box 9, Coleord 


Govcestentine, LIS BYF Tet (1504) sons6. 
Smonesimoniews com MastercardVsa we 
(comed. Estabished 1985. 


The only UK importer of: 


(Haves) Sparco 
momo KET CMP) 


Gente, gh Sveet 


SER Engr Te 01424 440100, tenatonal Fa 
$44 120 440100. Ema motorarazoo0ahot 


tmak.com o 07748 534538 


b 


~_ 
845 330 6231 


avery, NNII SPQ 


PeBrocenne 


ip winning 
Dullding and 
preparation 


1 and Historic 


01922 454 858 


widest racewear choice 


the UK! 
cau NOW 


Medio Code Y22528 
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es xB 
BUCKMORE ae 
PARK 


New Year Karting 
for individuals and teams 
For practice session 
availability please 
contact the sales 
team or visit our. 
website at the 
address below. ~~ 
Europe's most 
q( i exciting outdoor 
1 kart circuit - 1200m 
“ of pure adrenaline! 


Team Enduro 
Full event management. 


January (Sat 


thr Thunderkart 
Indiv. Enduro 


Competitive racing. 
Computer lap scoring. 
Electronic scoreboards. 
Helmet, gloves and 
suits provided, 
Excellent facilities 
Superb trophies 


(80mph 390 Club P 


Buckmore 600 
Individual Grand Prix 


New 
gomph 
Thunderkarts 


arriving late February (70mph 390 


www.buckmore.co.uk 


IN CAR CAMERA MEMORABILIA 


onsoan 


Rallycam Racecam 


i il 


Prices from £245 
+44 (0) 1256 783532 


MEMORABILIA \werw-raceshirt.com team \ssve clothing and 
T MEMORA- 


Iemorae spect oma xs of mers 
yg or ses raw contact sae needed i Ft 
cl Rechara 7049 (842255 / 01322 242084 
‘ral focracett can 


MOTORSPORT EQUIPMENT 


sparco 


Great deals for 
Christmas! 


on stock items 


Up to bike wear 
- from Shoel, Sidi & Spyke 


See our website for special offers: 
www. com 


Genpower Ltd, The UK's Distributor for 
Evopower Quality Power Equipment. 


Visit us at the Autosport International, NEC 
Jan 1 ith-t4th, Stand 8476 


F1 Collectors.com 


#1 for F1 memorabilia 


Bara Motorsports Ltd 
specialists in servicing Chris Grint 
viscous couplings 
differentials 01763 274 448 


WHEELS & TYRES 


FOR ALL YOUR 


MOTORSPORT 

RACING TYR) 

Inc. ACB 10 Formula Ford 
Contact 


BMTR LTD 


Tel: 0121 331 1122 
Fax: 0121 331 1144 
email: sales @bmtr.co.uk 


MARKETPLACE 


gabe lcs techie lwww.f1collectors.com 


veeks.co.uk 


1000's of new and rare books! 
Fl, Historic, Race, Rally, rs 
Speed Records, Technical, Annuals 
Bhographicy and many more! 


210 Senne Tahoe Pk, Shere 
‘Grae Neve NIT 


i ( re} 0870 300 8008 
A MOTORHOMERENTALS.COM fam sales@americanmotorhomerentals.com 


www.americanmotorhomerentals.com 


UK’S NUMBER 1 FOR AMERICAN MOTORHOME 
RENTALS AND HOSPITALITY UNITS! 


LUXURY NEW AMERICAN MOTORHOMES AND HOSPITALITY UNITS AVAILABLE AT ALL UK AND EUROPEAN CIRCUITS 


re] Po} 
— Sug 
HOLIDAYRAMBLER: COACHMENMIRADA 2063 DAMON DAYBREAK 3270 
VACATIONER DOUBLE SLIDEOUT ‘SUPER SLIDEOUT 

A sort afer 33. Dayoreak 3270 workhorse 
\widetrack diesel motorhome. One gamer 
trom new, and stil a8 new. Buper gota and 
int went wn stay, on ord 
5:5kva onan generator, 14 dual pane 
windows, poke, 


‘Twin 8/0 2001 34M vacationer with This unit bore is a unique Kind. One 


THE #1 SUPPLIER OF VEHICLES TO THE MOTORSPORT INDUSTRY 


| Dont Go Topless 
Next Season 
Hove your Rated Poker 
j maples 
| Racebones usuay eves rom stock 
eee ences from £1,806 
| __Tet 1253 811073 or 
| 07813 623665 for ful detais 
oak www datrailers.co.uk 


Excellent 1998 GulStream dese pusher 
01329 841897 
E:daydreamsrv@hotnail 
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‘ol 00442825622397 
mob 0084785037367 


Hospitality Motorhome 


‘£75000 + vat 
07660 792598 | 
shaunmulr@amruk.com | 


Triple C motor shuttle transportation for 
‘ompetition, Classic & Cherished 
‘mator vehicles. 

Tf you would lke your special car to be 
transported in a single vehide, fully 
enclosed, secure and weather protected 
‘eswirormment then 


please 
07801 235755 / 01280 & 


act~ Steve King at Triple 
231 


www. transportaclassiccars.co.uk 


Race car transporter sx Formula 
Gots with Office ited Ustas Overhead 
tyre lockers, fll belly lockers. Rear and 
Me personnel doors, Honda Generator 


146 
Tol: 01327 2 


1 Central Way Woodford Halse Daventry Northants NN11 3PZ 
163384 Fax: 01327 263379 Web: weww.woodtordtrailers.com 
Email: sales @ woodtordtrailers.com 


| = warrior v874—| 


£24,500 


(01260 270707 O7717 8906068 
‘wer msracing com 


13.6 M CURIOZ Race Trailer 
‘built 2005, carries 2 or 3 
‘Formula Touring cars 


| ee - ae 
All ofthis for 230,000 Euros + VAT 
Contact Prema Powerteam 
ie Rene Rosin 
Worta Series Team Manager 
Email: rene-rosinepremapowerteam com 
for 39 0444 414548 | 


A-Max ler with 
completely new ideas. Loading vehicles 
has never been quicker or safer. 


A-Max is available in 
3.4, 4.0, 4.3 and 4.8m 
bed lengths and up to 
1.96m bed width. 


Call for full range detail 


Race Shuttle RS5 A super aero- 
dynamic, highly stylised quality GRP body. 
Keep prized possessions clean and safe. 


RSS is available as a 
hydraulic tilt-bed for the 
lowest loading angle. 
Tyre rack, workbench 

& fuel storage box also 
available. 


Clubman range Meets the needs of 

budget conscious club motorsport competi- 

tors of all disciplines. Always popular. 
Clubman 750(S) £ 749 
Clubman 950 £ 999 
Clubman 1200. £ 1,099 
Clubman 1400 £ 1,159 
Clubman 1500 

HYDRAULIC £ 1,449 


Options shown. Phone for full spec. 


Sprint Shuttle Light weight and 


easy towing, the Sprint Shuttle is a perfect 
base at meetings as well as excellent transport. 


Owners enjoy the space, 
security and convenience of the 
fully enclosed trailer. 


Also available as a hydraulic tilt-| 
bed for ultra-low loading angle. 


Race Shuttle RS3 Lift-up body sets 
new standards of operational 
ease. Saloon car capable. 


Drive in convenience and tie- 
down ability is provided by 
the high lift one piece body. 


High specification standard. 


TT Series Tilt-bed wide vehicles 
transported with room to spare. Tilt-bed 
with alumi im ramps for low sports racers 


Large choice of 
models including tri- 
axle to provide the 
ultimate in stability 

~ and low deck height. 


BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS 
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PROCAR 


INTERNATIONAL LIMITED 
Unit B, 201 Long Lane, 
Stanwell, Midaiesex, 
TW19 TAU Englana 
Tel. +44 (0/1788 24 
Faxc +44 (0)1784 244266 


2 Neoplan Mercedes 
Marlboro Hospitality Vehicle. 


lly maintained, current mileage is Rally 191797 km, M 


ditioning, fresh & waste water tanks, water heater, acide water pumps, gas bottle for 
‘VW engine and hydraulic levelling system. Rally has Kit 


parate hospitality areas dived by a sli ‘each with leather 


©. Moto, Il rene 


rs. The forward 


plus dish and 
of the 


ides all the framework 


These vehicles are finished to a high standard, viewing is recommended. All sensible offers considered. 


For Sale 


PROCAR 


INTERNATIONAL LIMITED 


a! 


ll i my 


Unt B, 201 Long Lane, 
Stanwell, Middiesen, 
TWI9 TAU Englan 
| Tel: +44 (011788 247407 


| Fax: +44 (0/1784 244266 


Be 
extremely hig! 
use by a top Formula 


schicle was built in 199 
rials available by one of the leading UK body builders. 
me paddock 


Tered as a turn key operation 


Viewing of this vehicle is highly recommended. Price on application. All sensible offers considered. 


a ed 
W LEHEL COACHBUILDERS W 


Yacht Grade Hand Built Luxury 


A small selection of our Motorhomes and Raceboxes 
Built for your individual needs and desires 
Contact: Mark Tel 01344 874 885 office hours or mobile 07764 269 045 anytime 


TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS 


autosport.com 
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z Toadvertise call O20 8267 5858 or Fax 020 8267 5850 


FOR SALE JENSON BUTTON'S MOTORHOME TEXENSE® 


T° DISPLAY 


25 WORDS 
ONLY £42.00 exc vat 
£2.50 FOR EVERY 
I I EXTRA WORD 
ADORE GQRELZZUND | TELEPHONE: 0208 2675858 
C 3 FAX: 0208 2675850 
Post cone 
DAYTIME TEL 
ACCESS visa | 
AMEX Diners i tobe : 
CARD NUMBER: 
EXPIRY DATE (CHEQUE NUMBER: 
L__emomremas 
YOUR SIGNATURE Sai 
COMPETITION RACING CARS |4cm x I column box as above: 
‘THALERS ADS) TRANSPORTER £126 + var. TEXT ONLY 
RACE CARSron st re £152 + var, WITH PHOTO 
MZomecromy. | Special Offer 


NO. OF INSERTIONS, |_3weeks for the price of 2 


‘AC "The Snake Pit Factory Quality Bodyshop 
AG Craftsman for Cobra, Ace, 428 cars and AC 
‘ars, restoration, fabian, jowerk, aluminum 
Wweding, low bake paint sjtem, pert colour 
matching. Compettive rates, Wade’ welcome. 
(rw brookiandsmotrcompanyco uk Brabham 
bulge, Weyeridg, Suey Te 01932 828 54S or 
(7e60 S127. Wanted, Goad ox ave all ACS, 
(abr, projects et, et. 

‘Aawk Kirkham 289 Replica! The 289 and 4 
Sc oe bot vale exact as ol wi Be org: 
ial spec. chs and and formed alum Dot 
ies Body cass uns Ray wrapped wih a tes. 
ral paneling foot boxes, dos, boot and bonnet. 
fied £18,990 + VAT Agar rte Uk and Eup. 
Hawk Cars Lc Oakine, ver Ml Fant, East 
Susoen TN SEP Tk (1682) 750341, Far (1892) 
T9007, AGENTS 1N GERMANY. PHLPS CLASSIC 
CARS, Hawk Cars / Germany. Kirkham Motorsports 
Europe, in Der Ave 13, 35091 Coxe Sohoenstad 
Ta 0049 (06427 1048, Fx O49 (0) 6427 2081 
Mob: 00-49. (0) 171 6536 775. E-mat 
phlgpstcm. de 


1825 Alvis 12/80 Mac Job Special staring 
Cempetion 62 seater road ca Wry atace wi) 
Impresove provenance Fy overtuled £29950. 
Te 02s 375570 email 
eotheyrocannetttitemet com 


‘ASTON MARTIN 


Aston Martin Factory Quality Bodyshop frail 
Aston Mart ca extoebon, fabian, jowerk 
‘Manin welding low bake part system. expert 
{lau matcing. Compete rats, rade wrcome. 
wor brookiandsmotrcompany cok Brabham 
Bung, Weybridge, Suroy. Te 01932 828545 or 
(97800°912217. Wanted dead or ave all Ast 
ar, project te et 


TARE AUD GUATTAD SW SPOn 
COMVENGION Number 2 af sal) 16 


ae 


BMW 3 Litre CSU 1875 Whte wah red dot nian, 
Under 107,000 mies, oye, sin roo, etwndows 
Good condon rraupout garaged and nt used in 
the lat 10 years 24.860 ona Tet O7O09 070960 
(Croydon Suey 


‘CATERHAM 


Caterham Super Seven 14 1994 19.000 mies, 
Factory buat 1200 K series Supersport (3800p) 
Speed, Dedion. Green. wih yelow spe, Ode 
wos Fi rover ar 13" Mtr flys + nary 
ew Yokohama tyres. Ausable Ble su 
opted roa 8b ada a 
Follbar Momo. Ful wether gear nc Deated sceen 
Perspex vr eiectors& Tonneau cover Dry rad 
tie ony tut Wack teady I wanted. MOT 10 May 
2007, Supe conan. £9,730, Te 01428684521 
(07789 170565 
Cathar super 7 RoadspotXoower-srs) 
feted eciton 1 of ony 90 20) 18 Terabe 
Ijcton tn ca. 6.172 retary tu has 
teen race moded/ightaned by Caterham. 12m 
ta isnt condbon. vay garaged is very 
rarely crven. Ful weather Th car @ exerely 
fast £10,500 ono. Ping 07733 165280 for mae 
‘eta 
Caterham 7 Classe 82 - 2002 Calypso Red and 
‘Numi, 14k Series wih 5 speed gearbox and 
Ge don rear suspension, adjustable Goth sports 
‘Seat starter butt eet exhaust, wether 
(ea, 4 Panes soa bets, momo stewing whee. 7 
(9.000 total males recorded wen hl Caterham 
Servis Netory and tho previous recorded keepers 
£19,495 Tel 01722 410077 or wew wo sparc 
mate com for ur hl tock st 


‘COBRA 
‘Cobra, Southern Roaderaft 57 tite Esstrock 
PM Performa Chey 5 sped. Tremec back eather 
fer Wier Hamesses. Smits cocks. 7000 
Towner £21/500 TEL 01303 852328 


ROAD CARS FOR SALE 


Ferrari Mondial QV Coupe 1984 42,00 
FSH. Cambett change 1000 mies ago. Wier 
Series DeC05. Al nga recorstonks 1.000 s 
Spent on mechancalbody Gleaming Ross 
Tedeream leer Ar con. Super congton. 12 
tronthe MOT. £11,950 OVW, Aecot Tet 1348 
20880 / 07721 962512 

Wanted Ferra 250 Engine 2445 Arswers to 
(9p T6@UaL com dr Tet 68 847 960 Holand 
Ferran Service - GTO Engineering 20 years expe 
fence rebulorg engtes Waremasors ode 
reparation of hte race cars Extenve Stck ot 
femly Ferran parts avalable Contact GTO- 
Engneerng, Scares Farm. Scarlets Lane, Hare 
fate, Bere RGTO SKE Tet 0118-94011 
Ferrari 228 GT one of oy 1344 but, 8 mode 
ran Als, reas corsa wih bee tarot ea bo 
fo 2 Swiss onners and ody $1000 (SK les) 
FSH wah a Docks. Origa and CONCOURS con 
{anon Thay Exceptenl £26 995 P G Marry sperts 
Facing Cars supply tbe best condition pre 95 
Ferrars Europe. 0730376200 

Tey Keys independent Ferrari Specialist Bases 
at Shere Race Orcutt you Fea needs 
Incusieg. sence, parts ad Car Ses and of 
(use nenely advice” 78 years experience work 
ig and fer Fara’ Cars i ward t buy 
‘lowe contcl 07327 #57368 or O7834 773081 


Ford Escort Mk 1 Twin Cam 1971 sine We. 
mies. sce complete raf and bet 
reserabon. Work rehtes iy resred type &9 
Set wath new pares nchtng gral soe Werks 
whos gusset boses and rer tutes: Ab mechan 
fa comganents fave eter Deen repaced o 
fetuses been resred wey corect 
seas and rts eGo Gas co Cee 
= Tn Cam leon Oe fon aed rut arve 
tnd count be reproduced tae alan gree 
70.906, For Wes and oer fe sportcars vet 
‘ew pau steer com cr cal 01440 T1884 
Ford RS 2000 4X4 Too cass coneon case pr 
fermaner cr eg Aug 196, an serve Ny. 
‘dived! ice wee Aad arm ee 
Diver radcasete, 5 speed geuox and tly 
Wren Tod onieg and prance. Best er 
‘ver E2500 Fang OV 257 482275 of OTS 122306 


JAGUAR 
Jaguar C Type Le Mans Replica by Proteus Fas 
tole, srtod and osable Excaert tOer £34 750 
(14st 2255707570 B4e068, 
oguatE Type 3. V12 mar 1975, cg 
Uren new oan crmoty baer ta eres 
fs rh sper od ey, caret MO ry 
‘Jaguar XS V1.2 1980 47 000 ron FSH A 
‘nua rotnements £5,750 Tee 7860 318318 or 
ioe grass 


{Lancia integrate Evolution One Vera York 
Tmacute eramgle of as, ine sports cat Ful 
tmantaned FS £9,500. Tet 01189 737 603 oF 
Urs 394740 cr roan Pet 200Sabtemet com 
Lancia Spares And Restorations. estrator 
Ft esr mat order serdce. Omicron 
Norwich UK Tee 0} 1508 570351, Far +44 

158 S776, is 


Lotus Expeit $3 Turbo 1986 Presented ny Lotas 
PS ery of Black wth Gols art BBS ays, Ta 
iether ocning seats. lass removable ga pare 
Carrect treo we upgraded graphic equate. 
36.000 recorded mies meh it envable serves 
Dre Sucporing the maeage covered. exlenove 
Mork cared cut bd very ogra unolestad 
Conation £12495 Te 01722 410007 or vew 
‘worn spate cam fF aR Sock 


areas Mantua Coupe 3.5 VB 1987 Osgra ac 
fy tad (rcng ba paperweeh. Superb ce 
thn. 22K mes FSM MOT leer ero a pace 
Eirego 2003, Cacaon ‘sued £10,000. are 


1969 LHD Mercedes 260 SL 
“Pagoda Top’ 
£12,995 Meus, Woe Black 
(One owe with hustory, UK registered, 
Tax & MOT. Good value running drag 


07831 415000 


£5450 Tet 01742 798 573 8 Worstwe 
(MG Midget 1275 ce 1973 laze Orange wih black 


fie, £4995 Tel 
tro sparen COM BF OF NA SOO It 


NOBLE M12 GTO-3R_ 2009 ? Due Coupe area 

2 mies, Tarwam w bs9s0y 
Aecan Track samp Ud ip Aa. Wack 6 
‘peed. Rago & CD player FSM & ony | owner 
Org Bead? _O1277 6SSZ10 


AUTOFARMY 


9118. RHD 1972 


www.autofarm.co.uk 
01865-331234. 


Cesena Bisa 
Wojerige, Srey Tee 0182 28545 ot O7BOD 

Verte! Orc rave of Pore rcs 
1873 Right Hand Drive Porsche 911 Beasts 


www.paul-stephens.com 


ROLLS ROVCE 


Rolls Royce Saver Dawn 1855 Documented histo 
Fy £98960. Tet BGO '319918 oF 01504 619582 


‘STOP PRESS 


‘Studebaker 1961 Hawk Filly restored wit low 
(name mileage 3 sped Over ee 2599. A 
andtoning, Crna Jae green wt matsing 

firmed ssc Price 


(COS ETC TVR Granta WKS FA Roca aty car 
£257,500. 1VR Grartra Mia PA Rc cr £19,500. 
TVR Granta Wi restoraton project E3000. 1964 
CGretts Grore ube chasse car ft restiaion 
‘24000, G23 and GIS ceming in soon. ts la 
2500 1964 Bond Equpe 242 = chace of two 
from £1500, TVR. Gotan, Gras, Von and M 
Seros panes ae Perper sock. Gta 614 
2 and GIS panels od chases fs Cote 
Glasies Ud. Fax 0871 247-4787. Emah 
Spodgetcotagedasics cok or Mable 07831 
843 922. wor cages. co.uk 
TVA Grit $00 1985 46,000 mes, Servic ist 
1) 02 spit ie, on leather £13 80, Tot 07800 
Sapien 01308 613542 
VAUXHALL 
1923 Voushall 30-96 Rowley Special Vy wll 
own, agpeaing) based competion & 2 beter 
road car wih extant provenance. Ful oe 
ruled ema geen Com 7 


CLEEVEWOOD GARAGE 


Sport & Classic Car Specialist 


cae 


fe have ever 00 classic ara Sports cars in 


01479567148 
ristal. Finance & Warranties Avaitable 


ROAD CARS FOR SALE 


WEB DIRECTORY 


www.racingmodels.co.uk 
ome 
x RACE CAR DECALS 
cae p 1 &GRAPHICS Q@ 
1.07875 781115 


Ne 
esutinfosracingpirate.com™\ 


z Pe eyer tyra | vww.composite-engineering co.uk a 
oe pallid Tuition com www.imagewheels.co.uk 


i Hin SITE - WANTED SECTION 


"Arcam 7 www.grandprixmodels.com | www.demon-tweeks.co.uk 


ZAI gam PONS reat 
Fine Model Racing Cars m PR ww. ortcollactor.com 
www.amalgam-models.co.uk 150870 241 2829 w: worw-onpole.com te 


a comer mes Solo acing ems, 


ace, Deere 7 
Mike 


TO ADVERTISE IN THE WWW.A-Z DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL GEORGINA 
ON 020 8267 5836 OR E-MAIL georgina.deverson@haynet.com 


, loadvertise call 020 8267 5858 or Fax 020 8267 5850 
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APPOINTMENTS Autosport 


PUBLICATION DATE EVERY THURSDAY 


BOOKING DEADLINE MIDDAY MONDAY PRIOR TO PUBLICATION 


COPY DEADLINE MONDAY 5PM PRIOR TO PUBLICATION 


ALL ADVERTS PLACED FEATURE IN THE APPOINTMENTS SECTION 


OF AUTOSPORT.COM FOR ONE WEEK 


RENAULT |=) Team 


‘Commitment to innovative technical progress together with an outstanding 
pedigree in Formula | has secured Renault an enviable reputation as one 
lof the most successful and forward thinking companies in the motor racing 
Industry. As part of this commitment, we seek professionals who share an 
enthusiasm for success. 


Working within the Inspection Department, this position is key in our 
continued drive towards improving the quality and reliability of our 
development and racing components. 

The successful candidate will need to show good individual skis in all 
metrology areas and must be CMM and Portable Arm experienced to a high 
level of competency on Pe-Dmis software. NDT experience would provide a 
distinct advantage. 

Candidates will need to be computer literate,a good team player and due to 


‘our short lead time / high quality environment.a flexible approach to working 
hours is essential 


Please apply in writing with current CV. 
salary expectations and quoting job 
reference number to: 


Email 
Closing dace 


CALL CATHERINE ON 
020 8267 5276 
catherine.sparks@haymarket.com 


LNT AUTOMOTIVE 
www. TeamLNT.com 


Due to continued expansion LNT Automotive require. 


VEHICLE TECHNOLO! 
COMPOSITE ENGINEER/DESIGNER FULL TIME/CONTRACT 


tudy Brine, Caparo Vehicle Technologies, Unt & The Ringway Centre, 


Houndamite Business Par. Edison Road. Basingstoke, Hampshire, RGZ1 6YH 
Tot 01256 251340 


THE LATEST SELECTION OF 
MOTORSPORT JOB VACANCIES 
UPDATED EVERY WEEK. 


WHERE ARE YOU ADVERTISING YOUR MOTORSPORT JOB VACANCIES? 


www.autosport.com 


WIN ayear’s 


Xenon headlamp Signed wheel from Rally day vouchers Fujitsu-Siemens ‘Track day drive 
conversion kit Wales Rally GB RoadAngel sat-nav Pocket LOOX 


Britain's best motoring website has a great new look. From next month autocar.co.uk will 
boast even more unmissable content and anew interactive media centre — MyAutocar. 
If that’s not enough to tempt you, there’s a great prize to win every day from 8 January. 


Could you tell a Ferrari froma Lambo just by the noise it makes? Do you know who designed 
the original Golf? If so, we're giving you 30 chances to win a great prize. 


Win track days, sat-nav systems, Pocket PCs, branded jackets, model cars and much more. 
Each time you enter you'll be in with a shot at the big one, a year's supply of Tesco 99-octane petrol 
All you have to dois visit autocar.co.uk. 


e“dutocar.co.uk 


EDITOR STEVEN ENGLISH 
Autosport 200 NNN 


NATIONAL 


ALL THE NATIONAL & CLUB RACE, RALLY AND HISTORIC NEWS. PLUS FULL RESULTS ROUND-UP 


HYPERION SETS UP 
ADDER FOR WOMEN 


taken overt Formula Woman Championship 
andisplanning to create aladder of progression 
fromthe johelpmore 
racersinto mainstream motorsport. 

‘Next season's champion willbe rewarded with a fully 
paid drive n the Caterham Roadsports Championshipand 
could also receive a Formula BMW test with the team. 

Hyperion boss Steve Hindle, who replaces Graerne Glew 
asheadof Formula Woman, said: "The shareholders saw the 
‘need for someone new, t'san exceptional conceptthat|ust 
needs better management and improved credibility, and 
that’s whatwe're going to provide. 

“We can offer links toall Caterham champlonshipsand 
other areas of motorsport as well We aim to attract novices 
‘andthen move them nto mainstream racing Theyhave the 
‘opportunity towin two years of freeracingandin that time 
they willbulld their experience and exposure tohelp them 
raise sponsorship for the next level We wouldlove tobe able 
tobring young drivers through Formula Woman to FBMW. 

Hyperion plans tointroduce more chany 
the series, andits competitors, are taken seri 

Inthe past the competition hasrewarded 16 winners 
with a placein the series, but they have had toraise the 
budgetto compete themselves. Hindle has already 
{guaranteed that the top three 2007 drivers wilreceive free 
drives and s working to rae sponsorship for more cars. 

FWoman racer Kirsty effery said:"itwasabit ofan ant 
climax with no prize last year, you had to go out on your own 
with no support, butit’s sounding alot more attrac 

Hindle’ also lookingto offer young driversarouteinto 
single-seaterracing:"We're open to competitors of any age 
bbutwe're hoping toattract younger women who aspireto 
ccareersinracing Ifa young woman with the right ambitions 
wins the series, we willalso give hera Formula BMW test. 

FWornan runner-up Vicki Lloyd will test Hyperion’s FEMW 
inthenext month. The teamisalso close toconfirminga Formuts Woman could provide a step into professional motor racing 
‘driver forts frst season in the FBMW championship in 2007. ‘witha new plan thanks to new owners Hyperion Motorsport 


MANOR ROOKIE AIMS 
FOR FRENAULT CHARGE 


FORMULARENAULT ie We Thecaraeadyandplantotestenoughthat—andRhiCistodoulu, jon ancasterand 
Sersbeleeshecanchatengetorthe _muptospeedbythefintracemleentoDeanStonemanarefikelytosignup.asae 
2007 championship atersinglot —-—moveuptheladderasquicyaspossble ‘ich Sngleton, Adana Bua Jordan 
Mano: Motongot. andfimlookinglcmyfrsyeartobea Oakes, MartinRaggnge and Cr Skerong, 
‘Smsmade animpressivedebut ates chumpionshipyea. who aesettojintrom other series 
tppinguptomtarstocasinthe “Thebestcancetoachievetatwes  ManorteammmanagesTonyShawis 
FRenauticteSereslastmonth finishing togowithManor.theyreatopteamand conden Simswillbeacontender after 
secondatCoRintistidrace Sncetten they beverytungyaternothaingthe the 18-yea-afsimpresve pefomances 
hehastesedreguaryuith Manarsnce bestolseasonsast year” intestng Mesait*Nexisan exceptional 
zndthedealfr2007 wasconfemedjst --Smswilbeonedfatastotnewérves talent Hewasimressieinthe Winter 
Deore sma nthe FRenalt ides yearasthe Sriesandhe’sdone alot ofmileage since 
“Idotseenextsezsonasaleaming _mjoitylthisyea’sdiveswilmoveon then Heres good enough thalecan 
yearata” sds “eel confonable 007 Fetowkaring gaduaes Adam thinkaboutwinningracesstraight ay” 


‘Manor willbe looking to get back on top of 
Formula Renault with rookie racer Sums 
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leg NATIONAL NEWS} TOP FORD DRIVES FOR NASH > BRIT GT CHAMP BUYS RENAULT 


PHIL KEEN gave thenew 
MoslerGT3 (below) a shakedown 
atDonington Park before 
Christmas, despite the FA's 
Fecentrejection ofthe carinthat 
category. European acersStefan 
Mucke and Stephane Lemeret 
were also present, driving the 
Nevin iley/lan Fax GT2 car. 


MANOR An ou'ofis 
FormulaRenaultsatDonington 
Patk’sinal testo the yea. Alex 
‘Sinswasjoined by Brazilian 
Eduardo eit, Alex Morgan and 
ish Formula Fordster ris Loane. 


FORMULA BMW Germany 
racer Martin Ragginger and Pere 
RenomtestedFormulaRenauts 
for Mak Burdett Motorsport 
Donington while Eurotek Nash impressed on a runtn the titte-winning 
Notospotranformes EuroCup Jamun Mygale 5.12006 3t Donington Park 


=e, NASHEYES TITLECHARGE 


hisfest Formula BMW testat UK FORMULA Ford frontrunner Wved interest from Ray Sport. signedyet." he said 


Donington Park before Christmas, James Nash istargetingthe 2007 tile —_-Nashconfirmedthathehasyettomakeafinal Van Diemen FFord Festival winner Richard 
The 16-year-oldhassigned with afterseveraltopteamsshowedan decision onwhichteamhewillrunwith. He said: Tannahilland Callum MacLeod have also 
Team Loctite fornext season, lnterestin running him. ‘We'vebeengoingroundtofindthebestdealand conducted successfultests with Jamuninrecent 
DrivingaFluidMotorsportVanDiemen,Nash the bestcar. We couldn't find the budget for weeks, Tannahillsaid:"Idon't think there's much 
DOUBLERRACING’S — cameciosetowinninga UKFFroundthisseason Formula 30 ouraimistowan the UK F title difference inthe pace of the Mygale andVan 
firstFormula BMW signing Carlos | andisnow undertaking an extensive testing The Mygaleisaverygoodcar.itslightand —__Diemen.It'samatter of river preference. 
Huertashad isfirstruninthecar | regime involvingrace-winning Mygale, Ray and ands very easy to drive. It gives more "We're probably tillgoing to doUK FF, butwe 
atBrands Hatch before Christmas. | Van Diemen chassis. He drove Nathan Freke's pack than the Van Diemen, butifVan haver'tdecidedon the team: 
Amoming rash delayed his championship-winningJamun MygaleS}2006—_Diemendoalot of workover the winter they! Jay Bridger hasalready been confirmedat 
‘unningbuthewasableto at Donington before Christmas andhas also be back at the front Jamun for nextyear and Mundy salso hoping to 
continueinthe afternoon. ‘conducted Van Diemen test. He was due to Jamunboss Tony Mundywasimpressedwith sign Sarah Playfai."Asfaras we're concerned 


come out in aJoe Tandy Racing Ray when Nash’space at Donington. "Hewasreallyquick __shehasaplaceinthe team," he sakd."She ust 
‘Autosport closed for press and has also andwaswell under ourlaprecord,butnothing’s _needstofinda budget. 


NEW OWNERS FOR TOP RTSCAR ACE 
swomworae,  SINGLE-SEATER SQUAD TOHELPBRITS 


planningtorace HuroniAdin | BRITISHGTehampionChris_involvedinsomanyareasofthe —withdrivesinto higher SPORTSCARLEGENO David specialist coaches. masseurs, 
selectedracesin2007.Thecar | Marchashasmovedinto Brabham willfrontanew psychologistsand 
wascriginallyracedinGroup6 | single-seaterracingasateam MsA-backedschemeto physiotherapists. 
andlastaninthe BikettSa ‘owner after buyingouttop develop promising British Brabham said:“Tveleamed 
Hoursin2003,inthehandsof | FormulaRenault UKteam ‘acing divers. aellofalotinmy23-year 
Hadfeldand David Cark Hail AKALemae, witheurrentteam TheMSARace Eite— careerand! wish'dknownat 
testeditat Donington abovedfor | boss Andrew Kirkaldy. followingonfromthe MSARally thestartwhatlknownow. Ife 
thefirsttimesinceits rebuild ‘Theteamwilleknown as Bite,launchedlastyear—will _passionatelyabout thisandit’s 
‘AKACobraafterNiarchos's offer sixyoungériversa agreatopportunitytogive 
THEFORMULA/=imer —__CobraRacingorganisation, Programmeincludingon-track _somethingback Wewiltake 
AudiChampionshiphas andmaymoveintoother coaching.engineeringskils __thebestyoung British drivers, 


confimedahighlightsdealwith _categoriesinthefuture. andtechnicalunderstanding, _developtheirtalentandhelp 


NotosIViornetseaonAcion | MtehssadWevilook psa ile mind themtomat the padeattne 
fomaligtoundsilbe. "| ahghefommde sedi touching cet management,  Ngesiposbllerel= 
boaastnnartourstors | ‘atlasonanofasage- {ponsrtipgeneraton and.” Appleton open hen 
sere egoony. toda resaation thedSh Roce itelamehese 
THEMSA (ton Cout “ithe theldesot taking TDetabhamPedormance theAstnport Intemational 
ovdereY-caracerMaxCiton | younger eer sdescting Cinicitwostontheracng, ShovaltteBemingam Con 
Topeye1000mcassateran | omnd dang gets Sdecttneprogomme vite amour tt le Antction 
inqayjinoberesitetne | stherwensotmeteapertior thecsesomentandtaning) _punllltenchoooep tsi 
raatsnetetontaget, | senate Rowand Senentsofthesciemevitbe tandstestojintescheme 
histhiduncceslappes) | Anownenchtberforever Condoctedatoathaivety,  sndteyuilbeamounced 
seesibercrenis teceyerssndbe oon rte champlontarhoshas ‘terethedriverswilwontwih before 2007 sesonegis 
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MURRAY TOLOCTITE & 


HUMBLE PYE 


MARCUS 


TORMUABINcDnieary pasecumpnsipuatin—_ MuresenDonngaoa 
Gleamvteictsnctaen”  hoeanden ninotinhahectcad 

Tintemocewoinet —"“tesutTmengemdtbe  totveneanexten ac 

‘caniuOnetowy tier. wetenecosmrgre Locsin Pp 
Turtereinpeoe lcafeSipubtommd!“Dnaeatyientesnge 

wasiceddincueeul caltlartupmeesicad matecerrenetss es 

Tinuccoednassih. dbeeeoltiananect Weaapadeterknade 


———— er Se IMOEMA TT REMAINS 
AT THEFOREFRONT OF 
BRITISH shasta 


colour and make thing 


gchar 
Bavarianscida Renault and 


> Murray slooking fr race song 
‘wins with Loctite in 2007 oa 


astrongreputationand 
-ebetundit.fonly ta 
fe to less well needed talent 


Championship. 
appearinginthe IAGTS series, 


‘Damar made sporadic cee - 
appearancesin Bot GT this fora . " 
GT NISSAN RETURNS TO TRACK re aatoambeshebiaterd _ 
former BTCC racer Anthony Reid and Chris Buncombe tested —_ 
RIN's GT2 Nissan 3502 at Donington Park before Christmas eareeereretan aioe 2 " 
~ “Well efinitelybe doing the n : : 
fullseason and we expectto y shapes weve see 


win,” hesaid. “We're not ding, 


POWER'SKAPOWER Siz 
ee 


JWNIORRALLYCROSSracerBen —cvestensvelybefoethe BRC gets “Thaven'tgotany drivers 5. pendw least 25 car 
Powers settomoveuptothe underwayatlyddenonAgel9, _ frmedupyetbutwe’re taking peenunpardlcled Apt, therefore. ti atch that but 
SuperModiedcategoryinthe Hesalé"Wecouldhavegone _talotsof people.” . Forcland Vashi with the F2 Chevron B4¢ 
2007 Bish Rallycross alyingnentyearbut enjoy Aaron Scott and Stuart fe gen or five years gore andre ofthe 
‘Championship ater acquiring tallyaossandwanttocontinve | Turveywonthe GT3 class twice A . Kidontheblock dream ca thonthe ocean fromthe 
Pri ola Ford porta racing fmlookingforward to forDamaxinarareBitGT Whietsnew Tourng C F 7 _USAthis month toreplacet could compete 
Power won the MDAJunior testing the Ka and getting up appearance at Snetteton lst yet have ata elofsupp STCCDAlfor te fst me snce the 
chanpionshipandfinshedsecond —_tospeed overthewinter" year The Ascarialo proved the Go sere veltsnot aneth 23 former spr 
inboth the Btsh and BTROA Powerwilbe theft compettivewhentheteam inal Vectra Veflopintermsofcompettor sparring partner Steve ewes carat Knockhil 
CCubmanschampionshipsin2006. junior gaduat otacle the contested the Brands Hatch peraters) the 


Hehopestotestthe Oke 2-itre  SuperModiiedchampionship. _—_—andSiverstonerounds. 


NATIONAL ROUND-UP 


FEWERBMWRACES — BLAZINGGUNNS: OUTING FOR NEWEY 


‘THEFORMULABMWUK LOADED GUNNRacngisbuiling LEGENDARY FORMULA 
Championshipwillskipthelast twonewdramatialytyecTS9_aerodynamicist Adrian Newey 
carsforSports 20007 Ford willbe the featured designer of 
Duratec powered premiership _—_the GPiveeventat Donington 
class verte winter. onMay 18-20. 
NewcomerSteveTaylorhas Thecurreat Red Bull design 
boughtanechassis andthe chief wil speakinaseriesof 
cotherwilberacedy team Masterclass Questions and 
‘upperagelimitforRookieCup _principalonathantLoader's Answersforumsinwhich fans 
clgibiltyandabolishedthe | protege Toms Sufcient willbeinvitedto participate. A 
separaterookiescoringsystem. _componentsforanother isplayofcarsthat Newey has, 
Thetop2007 rookie willbe example wilasobe uit ‘designed willalsobe present. 
decided bythe overalsystem. TheTSBinwhich Mills “We'reabsolutely delighted 


Thefirstofficialtestof2007 _impressedthisseasonhasbeen _thatAdrianhasagreed tojoin 
willbeatRockinghamonFriday —soldtoPintocssstawartMae us," said eventorganiser 
‘IndandSaturday 3rdofMarch. Dode,tosupercedehisSwit Richard Morgan. 
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reat racing. fine camaraderie, 
championships which went wo the wire 
and the blossoming of some young stars 
coloured another flat-out 750MC season. 
Formula Vee, its frontline single-seater 
series, was dominated by brothers Sam 
and Jake Oliveira. Rearmed by mentor 
Dave Jordan with Mike Jenvey's 2004 and 
e-winning'Sheane-Jenvee younger sibling Sam won 
seven ofthe 13 rounds to notch up the cars thin successive 
tie victory 
‘Sam was ina class ofhis own for much ofthe sea 
that should not suggest that the air-cooled war was 
"uncompetitive. Until he got going. t was anybody's tie 
ike - who had wrecked his Storm chassis at Cadwell P 
~ bounced backto score the first win for Stephen Glasswells 
and Fergus Dalton’s marque at Donington a fortnight later. 
Oliveira major won 
where Di 


but 


Hands finished third inthe table, pipping 
unique Scarab, 

‘GAC drivers won the otherrounds, ln Buxton triumphed 
‘on Vee'slong-awaited return to Castle Combe, and at Brands 


howev 
Mallory’sopenerin the works car. Unfortunately liness 
‘curtailed his challenge. 

John Hughes headed the Leastone runners,and led on 
consistency until Sam O prevailed. Another useful youngster 
worth watching nwho shone under 
the GACbanner 

The 750 Formulais this country’s oldest club racing series 


(between shunts) 
and Peter Bove, Darvi 88P driver Bove bounded up on the 
rails to snatch his second crown from Simpson with a perfect 
victoryat Mallory’s wet finale, With most wins (six), he fully 
merited the honour. 

The Locost series was also wide open as the 1300cc Fort 
powered critters squabbled around the country. Three wins 
from thetfirst four de Declan McDonnell odds-on 
favourite to retain the number one. Despite not taking the 
he retained the crown, edging 

pling and Brian Mitcham, 
Having missed the opening double-header, 2004 

npion Mitcham clawed his way back into con 
erolled out of Donington’s season-closer. 
top sixal tasted vitory, Aaron Batley grabbing his first 
{inthe wet at Thruxton and Adam White closing his campaign 
ington, 
ixMax series was a roaring success. Twenty 
lenge and while Liam McMillan (whose 
father Paul's company built most of the cars} won all bar one 
ofthe 10 rounds — runner-up Daniel Brown took the ninth 
at Snetterton ~a big futures assured, 

Brown's elder brother Robert finished third in the points, 
ahead of Andrew Tibbs, Jake Farndon and the promising 
Cassey'KC Watson, the most combative of three young ladies. 

Amassive engine failure at Donington failed to deter Craig, 
Shepherd on his charge to the Hot Hatch crown. The 2004 
Stock Hatch champ’s screaming Peugeot 306 GTT usually 
had the legs on runner-up Andy Neal's sleek Honda Integ 
‘Type Rand Tony Dolley’s Peugeot 206 GT 

Stuart Levers’ vividly-hued Honda Civicand the 
‘evengreen Andy McLennan's Suzuki Swift GTi won the classes 
‘but, worryingly, grid sizes hovered in the mid-teens. 

‘Support for Formula 4 also fluctuated alarmingly, but once 
(Chris Hodgen left in a hull, nobody got clase to Chris Lewisin 
his Comtec-ised Van Diemen. Runner-up Damon Bland led 
formost ofthe year, because Lewis missed Mallory's win 
‘openers, but again race victory eluded him. 

Defending champion Barry Pritchard won three ofthe first 
fourrounds, but family illness sidelined him until the final race 


slugged itou 
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at Snetterton. He finished second there, to ex-motorcycle 
racer Chris Vinall, whose persistence in his bike-engined Van 
Diemen merited victory and third overall 

Malooim Scott finished best of the Formula Ford Zetec 
class runners, having spent most ofthe year trying to 
overpower Peter Allen 

Andy Hiley and Charles Sterling were sil disputing the Ki 
‘Carchampionship going into the final double-header 
Mallory. Hiley wrapped it up by finishing second inthe 
‘opening leg o Gary Goodyear’ Toyota-powered RAW 
Surker, thus the cancellation of the second race mattered no 
to Sterling secure atop classA with the Rover V8-motivated 
DaxRush, 

Jonathan Wright won the RGB series, his Radical SR4 too 
feet forts closest class-mate, the intriguing family-built BDN 
‘ofRob Baldwin. Among the standart Honda Fireblade 
‘masses, the omnipresent Tim Gray finished second overall 

his Stuart Taylor Phoenix.albeit pushed hard by John 
Goodwin and Derek Jones. 

Dwindling support forthe Roadsports and Sevens classes 
resulted in them run concurrently. AlecLivesley won the final 
tile in the formerin his Zetec-powered Ginetta Coupe, from 
David Dawson's Evante 

The Caterhams again produced scintillating racing. Peter 
Ratciffemerged on top once more, from Kevin Williams. 
MbyMarcusPye 


TAKING STOCK 
HAYDEN GOES ONE BETTER 


‘THE PHENOMENON 
which is the Stock Hatch 
championship roared on 
into its ninth year with 
Maurice Hayden (below) 
determined to improve 
upon his second place to 
Darren Blumson in 2005, 

Citroen Saxo specialist 
Hayden set off like a 
rocket, winning the 
‘opening round at Brands 
Hatch, but typically it was 
‘ot until the chequered 
flag had fallen for the final 
time — at Snetterton in 
October— that the title 
was decided. 

Ten different winners, 
driving six marques of 
car —Pete Morgan, Hilary 
Howlett, John Hemming, 
Matt Wilkins and Martin 
Boon collected laurels 
before Hayden became 
the first to claim a second 
Victory in the half-way 
round at Cadwell Park — 
illustrated the magnitude 
of Hayden's achievement. 

Simon Hunt, Renault 
Clio Cup aspirant Alastair 
‘' Vannier (who brilliantly 
bagged what must surely 


'be the venerable Ford 
Fiesta XR2's last hurrah at 
Brands in August), Gareth 
Wright and eventual 
runner-up Chris Petto's 
buzzy little Suzuki Swift 
subsequently stamped 
race winning marks on 
the series, 

For most of the season 
Hayden was locked in 
combat with fellow 
‘Saxophonist’ Morgan, 
Class 8 champion Petto 
and Hunt's Peugeot 106, 
but Morgan's challenge 
ended abruptly when 
his immaculate car was 
destroyed in a multi-car 
startline shunt at Oulton, 

But even that violent 
prang paled against the 
massive chain reaction 
shunt at Brands the 
previous month, which 
left Paddock Hill Bend 
looking like a scrap yard, 
and a lot of competitors 
either seeking new shells 
for a speedy return to 
action or sitting out the 
‘remainder of the season, 
Mercifully all involved 
escaped serious injury. 


Right: Nelson 
Rowe (87) nally 
got the better 

StF Ford rival 
Neilow 


Below ttt 
Randall pipped 
‘Shepherd for 


‘Saloon runner 


tone buttwo Brands Hatch GP circuit 
spectacular, plus the Silverstone Classic 
and Oult id Cup meetings, 
opped.a superlative 40th Anniversary 
season forthe Historic Sports Car ub. 
Eleven events comprised the club's 
busiest season to date and, fitingly, the 
‘quality ofracing was exceptional. None 
‘was better than the Formula Ford tite battle. Denied in 
‘controversial circumstances 
strengthened hisresolve to champion for 
fi i, Prev ind European 
Rowe achieved his ambition, but only 
after succession of magnificent scraps with Fowler. 

Yet tall started badly for Rowe, who spun his Crossle 20F 
‘of Donington’s wet opener while 20 seconds clear. Arch: 
rival Fowler won, leaving Nelson playing catch-up. In fact. 
Lola T200-mounted Neil won the first three rounds, but fou 
victories on the trot then buoyed Rowe. 

He eventually cracked itby chasing Fowler home atthe 
Silverstone finale. Theta series sponsor 
David Wild, was third with his Lola, ahead of Nigel Bancroft 
(Crosse). Andrew Mansell (Merlyn) was the best novice. 

Former British FF2000 champion Richard Trott was the 
quickest Classic F driver - his Chevron B43's speed through 

ws awesome - bute last out atthe final round toa 
vated Keith White 
‘astle Combe and a non start next time 
t Oulton Park ruined Trot’ title chances, but White kept 
hiscool,notching up points in his Ralt RT, 

The all: March squabble behind them went in favour 
offormer Austin-Healey dicer Paul Campfield (803) who 
‘overhauled lain Rowley (795) forthe bronze medal 

‘Albert Clements was the best ofa growing 1600cc F3, 
‘bunch in his Lotus 59. Nigel Grant deservedly won the 
FF2000 invitation lass from fellow Delta man Peter Richards, 
although teenagerTom Bradshaw left them both panting 
‘when armed with father John’s Royale RP27 amid his NW 
FF1600 commitment 

The ever-consistent Cliff Giddens won the Classic Racing 
(Cars ttle heading an all-Brabham top sixin his BT16. 

‘Matthew Watts was usually the man to beat overall in 
another BT16,buthe was ousted a couple oftimes~ 
spectacularly at Brands by Kiwilan Jones on rare 
appearancesin his Lotus 59 

Irishman lan Gray scored some good winsin his Cosworth 


BDA -powered B30 and was delighted with third overall 

remarkable debut victory by former ARPF3 pilot M. 
Dwyerat Donington’s season opener upset the Derek Bell 
Trophy applecart He started from the back of the grid having 
bent his F2 March 742 in qualifying. and sailed past Simon 
Hadfield’ slick shod F5000 Lola T300 in the closing stages. 

Dwyer did no more giantstaying, for Frank Lyons (Lola 
1332 and Eagle FA74), Hadfield and Mike Wrigley (T330/352) 
wound thet five-itre Chevrolet engined cars up thereafter, 
‘buthe was sill named series winner. The acquisition of 
‘Lola T400 will se Dwyer among the big boys next 

New on the club's ticket, Historic Formula Junior found a 
‘natural home for Count Lurani's training class of 1958-63, 
The UK tile fellto John Truslove and his front-engined Lola 
Mk2, a Fitzwilliam team carin period. 

Derek Walker (ex-Dave Rees Terrier T4) and Bill Grimshaw 
(eclan Raby Moorland Mk) kept Trusiove honest, but a mid- 
season engine drama sidelined Walker, narguably the 
‘quickest ‘puller driver forfour months. 

Lotus men Mark Woodhouse and ex-champion Michael 
Hibberd were best ofthe rear-engined drivers, sandwiching 
‘Grimshaw in second and fourth places respectively. Swiftest 
ofthe earlierrear-engined competitors was outgoing FIA 
champion Kevin Musson in his ex-Jose Luis Mulas Lotus 18. 

The speed and consistency of Mike Hanna's Hillman imp 
decided another unpredictable Historic Saloon series. Seven 
class wins over triple champ Adrian Oliver, Simon Benoy and 
Steve Platts, guaranteed Hanna overall triumph. 

Jonathan Gommn, who graduated from a Ford Anglia 105E 
toa Lotus Cortina, was his doses val while ex-Fiesta ace 
Roger Ebdon (Cooper S) bagged the third podium step. 

‘That big bangers appeared rarely mattered not to the 
closely-matched pack. Bob Bullen's Anglia won outright on 
the Brands GP circuit, while Neil Wood's raucous 105E and 


CLUB RACING REVIEW 


Roger Godfrey (Cooper) scored 
2000 bagged rounds to. 
The struggle 


oft and Les Ely’s BMW 


nurs was an epic 

[4 racer Dave Randall ust got the better of d 
{classmate Andy Shepherd (Lotus 7) forhis rst 

oft and then landed the crown. 

vinner Robe Randall and Shepherd 


‘ovtright| 

Forme 
with his trusty Porsche 911 at seaso 
Mike Eagles (Milano GT) and James Owen (Triumph TRS) 


‘were only separated, in Eagle's favour.on countback. 

Quickest combo in the field was Laurence 
TVR Griffith, but an argument with Oulton Park’ pitwall 
dampened a fragmented campaign. 

‘Untouchable in cass, John Thomason and his Triumph 
Spitfire retained their'70s Road Sports title. The Barters, 
father Charles and son Julian in Datsun 2407 and TVR'3000M 
respectively, were generally up front though, with Paul 
‘Conway abit to0 dase for junior’s comifon in his Morgan +8, 

The saloon section was dominated by Bob Trotter's 
'RS2000, and the ex Special Saloon stalwart finished ru 
uupin the table, ahead of Conway and Barter Sr 

Les Elyfinally grasped the Classic Sports tite after several 
dose cals in his Jaguar E-type. Amid-season blow-up 
presaged a Croft meeting best forgotten, but he o 
Philip Nelson's fast Marcos GT and Andy Sheph 
bid with a Lotus23, 

Invited Sports Racers of alater era, and longerraces, 
increased interest in the arena. Former Historic FF1600 ace 
(Olle Smith’s win, sharing Michael Schryver's Chevron B6 ata 
sodden Brands, reminded us ofalosttalent, while Schryver's 
battle with Andrew Newalls BS atthe 
sensational Lotus Elan graduate Stuart Tizzard a 
fine win at Silverstone in his Lenham. 
MbyMarcusPye 
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and the determination ofthe weather to 
lay waste to Dunlop's new Great & British 
ve.theo 


‘exercise in mass-tyre marketing. Eve 
Pembrey, when the paddock came close 

tosinking, and at Silvers 

ble 

fac, the weath 

damp of Snetterton and closed ata sodden Do 


AVOGINETTA CHAMPIONSHIP 

‘Aftera disappointing 2005 season, Stewart Linn reclaimed 

the erown he first won in 2004. anything, his second crown, 

‘eategory, which attracted entries of approaching 40 cars. 
With nine different race winners (including gu 


non and off track. In 
-ason that started in the 
nto Park, 


rivals had their days, Linn kept the bad days to a minimum 

His setbacks neatly bookended the season. They 
started off wth him dropping a hatful of points at Oulton Park 
opet clash at Shell with Richard Austin, 
followed bya spin into the Paddock gravel next time o 
Brands. Then came aballisticrun of form. Awin in the 
followed by two comfortable wins at Castle 
n june, gave him just the impetus his title campaign 
needed. A further victoryat Silverstone tookhis win tally to 
fourand meant that he could even survivea cooked engine 
inthe penultimate race at Donington Park. 

Dave Devine, who aftera couple of narrow misses emerged 
as Linn’sclosest contender and hithis stride at Sverstone, 
winning three ofthe last five races 

Julian Barratt and Austin both won races but didn't have 
the consistency for the crown, while ith: placed MarkWania 
reined in his wild man reputation fora formidable second half 
‘ofthe season, including adouble at Thruxton. 


(MINI CHALLENGE 
Gareth Nixon simply crushed the opposition in the Club class, 
winning 13 out of 16 races on his way to taking the overall 
‘crown. Inevitably, with 153bhp tothe 210bhp of the Cooper S 
runners, he was never able to mixit for outright race wins, 
meaning thatthe tile hattle was something ofa non-event 
and was resolved with fourraces to go. 

That’snotto say there wasn't some spectacularracing, 
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with former T-Car racer Freddie Nordstrom and defending 
‘champion Forster scrapping hard forthe top class title 
Forster won seven times to Nordstrom's three, bu it was 
ingster’s consistency that earned him the title 

might have been different for Forster but for some 
mishaps, including a clash with a backmarkerat Brands that 
left him in the gravel. The defining moment came on the last 
lap ofrace two at Crofi, when the charging Forster attempted 
topass Nordstrom at the hairpin, only to end up in the wall.A 
supercharger problem in the next race at Spa effectively 
sealed the deal and gave Nordstrom the class tite. 


RADICAL ENDURO CHAMPIONSHIP 
Heading into the final race at Donington Park, few would 
have put theirmoney on Radical SRS driver Nigel Redwood 
carrying offthe ttle for Team RPM rather than season-long, 
leader lames Richardson. 

Although Redwood was a massive 34 points down,even a 
comfortable win in the first race of the finale left him needing. 
miracle to nick the ie. It duly came, as Richardson. 
sustained suspension damage on the opening lap after 
clashing with EnicZwartin treacherous conditions. 

Redwood went on to win outright afiera stunning 
performance alongside Alex Mortimer. Richardson's stand-in 
Partner Anthony Dunn (Ben Devlin was absent on American 
Le Mans Series duty) eventually rejoined but, despite 
finishing after some hasty repairs. failed to complete enough 
lapstobe classified 

That'snotto say it was.alucky te for Redwood. Despite 
Sinishing the season level on points with Richardson, he won 
the ttle by dint ofhis 10 wins tohisival's sixand might have 
secured the tile earlier but for some misfortune early on while 
Richardson pocketed six winsin the first eight races. 


mesand already 
irSR8 self-combusted 
Richard Ince and 


Phil Quaife and Lee Atkins won ek 
hhadthe SR8 tile in the bag when th 


Silverstone and. time penalty: 
‘puncture at Thruxton in the middle ofthe season, 


RADICAL BIDURO 
The Biduro title also fellto RPM, with James Saggers 
ultimately securing the crown with relative ease, It mi 


Saggers'shaul of ix wi 
while attending the Monaco Grand Pri. 
He was playing catch-up for most ofthe season and any 


lay’sPembrey meeting 


realsticchance he had of reeling in Saggers vanished when 
hheended up in the Clervaux gravel at Croft in September 
‘hile scrapping with his tile rival and Daniel Rowbottom. 


GINETTA JUNIORS 
The pre-season buzz wasall about Henry Surtees,son of FL 
legend John and, although he was inthe thickof the tide fight 
Formost ofthe season, setbacks at Croftand Thruxton left him 
aadeceptively distant third. 

Any one of tree drivers could have won, butJames 
Harrison edged it from Jordan Williams. Harrison headed 
toBrands Hatch in August with a handy 12-pointlead over 
Williams, but extended itto 21 when the latter's spin while 
dicing forthe lead in race two dropped him down the order. 

Thereafter, Harrison always had the edge over the eventual 
runner-up, while Surtees’ chances were effectively dashed 
‘when he was given a penalty after clashing with Williams 
while dicing forthe lead in race one at Croft. 

Mbytddstraw 


‘THERE WERE really two winners in the 2006 Porsche 
Carrera Cup GB. Damien Faulkner earned acclaim for 
taking back-to-back titles, while Danny Watts blitzed to 10 
race wins to mark himself out as a rising sportscar star. 

Thiswas the best year yet for the Carrera Cupiin Britain. 
Thearrival ofthenew 997-model911 GT3 Cup cargavethe 
gridarealboost and the creation of the pro-am category 
presented the middle order drivers with a bigprize to chase. 

Using Richard Westbrook sa benchmark. the pace of the 
domestic series compared favourably with that ofthe 
Porsche Supercup. Indeed, Westbrook won three Carrera 
Cup races before concentrating on winning the Supercup. 
Instead, it was Faulkner who set the standard for Team 
Parker Racingandwasamodelof consistency. 

Faulkner scaled the podiumin 19 of the 20 races. only 
fallingto finish aftera big tangleat Thruxton that eliminated 
‘a gaggle of frontrunners. But. while Faulkner was always 
there racking up the points, Watts took over the Westbrook 
‘carfor Team RWIN/Red Line and provedareal point by 
‘winning 10timesin 16 starts. The tte was out ofhisreach, 
butthe F3 convert was regularly the quickest driver. 
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‘Tim Harvey. meanwhile, drove a strong season for 
Motortase Performance and was pressing Faulknerin the 
titlerace until anightmare of aweekendat Snetterton in 
‘August. He bounced back to fend off Watts for secondin the 
standings, but the title impetus had been lostin the clash 
with WICC star Rob Huffin the guest carat Snetterton, 

Richard Wiliams was fine addition with INZRACING and 
got quicker and quicker, while Michael Caine andjason 
Templeman were podium finishers when the opportunity 
‘arose. Late on, ex-BTCC man james PickfordjoinedIN2 for 
the final three weekends and made his mark with cracking, 
win at Siverstone 

The pro-am category drewin promisingyoungstersas 
\wellas more seasoned contenders. Phil Quaife was the 
benchmark for Motorbase Performance and well deserved 
thettitie with category winsin haf ofthe season's 20 races 
His biggestthreat was Sam Edwards and, but fora couple of 
off-kilter weekends, Edwards could have nun Quaife even 
closer Nigel Rice and Andy Purdie were next in the pro-am. 
both impressing despite differinglevels of experience 
PaulLawrence 


TT WAS experience versus youth in the final season 
featuring the Clio Renaultsport 182. Multiple champion 
Paul Rivett and young charger Tom Onslow-Cole were 
locked in a fierce battle throughout the year 

In retrospect, It always looked lke being Onslow-Cole’s 
title to lose, as Rivett never seemed to have the car under 
him to challenge the dominant Total Control Racing-run 
effort of his rival. In the end, Onslow-Cole came good to 
take an excellent championship triumph. 

That sald, Boulevard-run Rivett did put up the best fight 
the could and. during the frst four rounds, the victory spoils, 
were sharedeventy at two apiece. 

However, Rivett’s first winless weekend of the season 
followed at Thruxton, while Onslow-Cole added a crucial 
third victory. Steven Hunter took a memorablemaiden 
‘category winin the second Hampshire encounter. 

But the deciding factorinthe outcome of the 
championship came, controversially. at Knockhilin 
Scotland. Rivettwas excluded from the results of round 
‘seven when he wrongly re-assumed his original place in 
the order after being pitched intoa spin under Safety Car 
conditions by Nick Adcock With yet another win.anda 


Three more back-to-back wins followed forthe TCR star 
butthen abrace of consecutivenon finishes did offer some 
‘hope for Rivet. y this point though, the latter's oldsparring 
partner Martin @yfordhadmade hisreturntoClosand 
Instantly assertedhimsei tthe font 

‘Onslow-Cole took three more victories before the endof 
the yeartowin the ttle by animpressive 113 points. Rett 
‘also scored another pair of wins, butitwas Byford who stole 
the show during theater stages the season. From just 10 
starts his tally of three wins and sixfurther podiums 
represented anincredible achievement. 

Hunter's withdrawal fromracingafer the Snetterton 
roundsrobbed the series of one ofits most determined and 
opular campaigners folowinghis dssatisactionwitha 
scrutineering decision 

‘Onmore than one occasion, Steven Colbert seemed set 
tobreakhhis duckbut the victory he deservednever quite 
‘materialised. Four podiumsand third overallin the 
standings however was goodretumn 

Mark Spellertook surprise debut win at Donington Park 
uringround 16 and Scottish youngster Michael Doyle 
‘continued to show fantastic season-long pace; both should 


second place in round eight. Onsiow-Cole’sleadhad 
I increased toa seemingly insurmountable 79 points. 


‘TWO WORDS summed up the 2006 SEAT Cupra 
‘Championship: Mat Jackson. 

From the openingroundsat Brands Hatch, the 
experienced saloon car campaigner alwayslooked likely 
tobein the reckoning forthe biggest cash prize in British 
‘motorsportand,in the end, ttumedouttobea dream 
season forhim. 

With 11 victories from 1B races. Jackson enjoyed the 
benefit of acar that seemed toberunning on ailsfor the 
‘most part. That's notto dismiss the efforts of the supporting, 
ccastthough.the series'top sixall providing some individually 
‘outstanding performances during the year. 

Inthe end lackson'smain competition came. 
unsurprisingly. from former touringcar competitor Alan 
Blencowe, buthe too was pushed hard by 2005 Renauit Cio 
‘Cup Champion{onathan Adam. Adam enjoyeda brace of 
wins, while Blencowe only claimed one victory all year 
However, Blencowe's slightly better consistency made the 
difference the final reckoning. 

‘Another Clio graduate, Fulvio Muss, surprised many with 
his front-unning exploits. Hisfirstand only win of the season 
‘come during round sixat Thruxton Fellow youngster Ben 
Winrow, meanwhile. madehisretum to SEATsaftera year 


betttle contenders next season, 
MarcOrme 


‘away in Clios and a top-five championship finish, including a 
memorable Croft win. was certainly deserved. 

But while sore. ke thenew SEAT champion, had almost 
entirely trouble-free seasons, there were others who 
experienced nothing short of disastrous luck—andnone 
‘more so than ish star Jonathan Fildes. 

The former Clo title winner didn'thave a completely 
barren season — four podiums were the highlight -butif 
there wasa prize for beingin the wrong place at the wrong 
time, Fildes was the one to scoop it. 

Former single-seater-champion-tumedsaloon car star 
Carl Breeze didn'thave the best of campaigns either Alate- 
season switch to CMS did add more gusto tohis challenge 
and broughthim twowins, but ending the year seventh 
overall was disappointing. 

Starting numbers must have caused SEAT afew 
headachesat times, aslittieas 12 carstaking the startfor 
round 10 at Donington Park, butthe championship did offer 
‘some good. close action throughout the year. 

Itdoes. hawever. continue tobe the only one-make 
categoryin the UK to provide drivers witha genuine financial 
spring-board toa potential careerin touring.cars. 
MarcOrme 
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raham Fennymore's experience gave him 
the edge over Ben De Zille Butlerand Guy 
Harrington in the Caterham Superlight 
‘Challenge. Fennymore started the year 
‘with a double win at aso 
‘with Rachel Green and Will M 
sharing the podiai 
‘opener. Butler, Simon Crompton and G 

Harrington made it much closerin the second race 

AtSnetterton Harrington and Butler took the victory spoils, 
although a second and third kept Fennymore's title chase on 
‘course. The same trio batled it out at Brands Hatch, but 
another double for Fennymore brought the crown even closer 

‘Aguesting Ben Clucas showed everyone the way round 
inthe first race at Silverstone, but Fennymore headed the 
{nterloperin race two and put histitle beyond doubt. 

Second was stil up forgrabs a the Brands Hatch finale but, 
despite his best efforts, Harrington had to give best to Butler, 
‘Who sealed the runner-up spot with victory in the final race. 

With sixwinners from the 12 rounds, this year’s VW Cup 
was one ofthe most competitive since its inception. Paul 
Taylor's Golftook wins at Oulton, avery wet Donington and 
Snetterton, before a ate-season double at Silverstone handed 
him the ttle. Martyn Culley and Lloyd Allard both had their 
share of podium finishes and took their duel for second down 
o the wire in the final round at Thruxton. Culley’s Vento won 
therace outright to secure the runner-up spot by onlytwo 
points after Allan's diesel Golf finished third. Tony Gilham's 
Beetle scored a win at Brands, Which helped him secure 
fourth in the final table, while two podium finishes in the 
‘Thruxton finale handed fith to Steve Wood's Gol. 

‘There wasno shortage of action in the Pickupsthis year, 
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Rockingham ttle. Steve Dance, Mark Willis, Gavin Seager and. 
Kelly Jayne Wells were always in the hunt and regular podium 
finishers, with Dance taking the runner-up spot to Grindrod 
inboth championships. 

This year’s SCSA Championship was a shadow ofits former 
self with grids struggling to reach double figures. Ol Playle 
reigned supreme until the final meeting. when a gear 
selection problem atthe start wiped him out. Mike Luck just 
held onto the runner-up spot despite a disastrous finale that 
left him just five points clear of double winner Colin White. 

After filing to finish in the opening round, consecutive 
wins at Pembrey and Donington launched Nigel Reuben 
towards the Formula Jedi crown: Six further wins secured) 
the ttle before the end of the season, despite a strong finish 
from Brett Parris, who followed his win at Cadwell in round 
eight with three more.James Southcott, Frazer Cortyyn and 
Russell Small also tasted victory, while Richard Mitcham took 
the 600ce class. 

Despite dominating the season both overall and in class,a 
lackof numbers n his cass leftTim Lewis batting to the final 
round at Snetterton before he could cinch the Alfa Romeo 
ein his Sud Sprint. Apart from a double defeat at Pembrey 
atthe hands of Adie Hawkins, Lewis reigned supreme in his 
dass. An exploding clutch at Donington robbed Roger Evans 
‘ofthe crown and lost him the cass to brother Kevin. 

‘Two early season retirements cost Chris Yarwood’sTiga 
dearly in the Sports 2000 Pintos. His otherwise unbeaten run 
ofsixvictories was still not enough to finish better than third in 
the final standings Jim McDougall's Swift took the til, with a 
100 per cent finishing record —he was only ofthe podium on 


CLUB FORMULA FORD 


MOORE OF THE SAME FOR ED 
‘THREE CHAMPIONS: 


were crowned from the 
BRSCC’s Formula Ford 
offerings, with two 
proven drivers sharing 
the honours with one 
bright young talent. 

The year started with a 
new face and a name 
change. With erstwhile 
co-ordinator Steve Burns 
bound for a role at the 
newly formed Castle 
Combe Racing Club, 
Kevin Shortis took over 
as series manager. One of 
the first things he did was 
re-brand the series as 
Club Formula Ford, 

‘Amore significant 
change was to the 
regional base of the 
championship. Out went 
the old Southern series, 
with a slightly expanded 
Midlands calendar 
adding Brands Hatch 
to its fixture list and 
being re-badged as 
Midlands/South, 

In the sprawling 
Midiands/South region it 
was Ed Moore's Van 
Diemen (below) that took 
the spoils, stretching his 
unbeaten run at Mallory 
Park — which held most 
of the meetings ~ to 11, 
dating back four seasons. 
He won at Snetterton, 
Silverstone and Brands as 
well, before his chain of | 
Mallory wins was finally 
broken in August. Lee 
Mumford (Marque Cars 
Reynard 92FF) ended his 
‘un, ironically on the 
same day Moore clinched 
the title. The 18-year-old 
won the two remaining 
rounds before showing 
strongly at the Festival 
‘and Walter Hayes Trophy. 

In the North West, two, 


grids were always 
required — sometimes 
with qualification heats 
for the burgeoning pre- 
1990 class. Although 
David Ashton (Reynard, 
89FP took three wins 
from the first four races 
for Mike Waite Racing, It 
was 16-year-old Tom 
Bradshaw who was the 
real star, particularly 
‘when Ashton departed 
mid-season. Bradshaw 
‘was unbeaten for two- 
thirds of the season and, 
although he pushed hard, 
there was always the 
sense that something, 
was held in reserve. 

Meanwhile, in the post: 
°89 category, John 
Hutchinson made it five 
regional titles since the 
tuin of the century in the 
‘most open FF1600 
contest of the year, 
Going into the final two 
rounds any one of four 
drivers could have won, 
but Hutchinson was 
consistent towards the 
end of the campaign. 
Significantly, he put a 
decent run together 
once the talented lan 
Gough left part way 
through the year, having 
scored a few wins. 

The Zetec part of Club 
Formula Ford fell apart 
entirely, Just two events 
took place: a double: 
header at Mallory Park 
‘ended with just four cars, 
while a Brands Hatch 
round was only rescued 
by an influx of Benelux 
competitors getting 
Festival practice. With 
Duratec now the engine 
of choice, prospects for 
reviving Zetec look bleak. 


‘wo occasions. Tony Maryon's Lola was a lose second, 

Inthe Duratec Championship, Richard Johnson's Van 
Diemen set the pace all yearand won five ofthe eightrounds. 
Nick Bates’ consistency eared his Lola second place, after 
‘wins at Donington and Snetterton. 

‘Consistency paid dividends for Daniel Rose in his Ford 
Fiesta, ashe took the ttle forthe second successive year. Andy 
"Neate came on top in Class after season-long battle with 
David Abbott and Brian Roper. Mark Robinson also retained 
his XR Challenge tide, with Mike Wright topping the XR3s 
afterfinishing runner up last season. Thirteen class wins 
secured the Ford Saloons title for Rob Wells’ Escort, with 
Stewart Whyte's Escort Cosworth second, 
MibyPeterScherer 


‘VIKTOR JENSEN looked like being an unstoppable 
force after winning the first four races of the season. 
Jon Barnes, James Wingfield and Chris Hyman. who 
‘won round five at Spa, were consistently running at the 
front. but they couldn't match the Icelandic teenager 
for outright pace. After Spa, Viktor was 24 points in 
front. and the battle looked all but over. 

Then, when the series returned to Brands in July. 
came the moment that defined the season more 
than any other. in qualifying, Jensen was involved in 
a spectacular accident after being launched over the 
top of Giorgio Rosa. He was forced to sit out round six. 

This came at the precise time that Barnes. 
competing in his first season of single-seaters, started 
to fire on all cylinders, A win In that race wiped out 
Jensen's lead and the pair shared rounds seven and 
‘eight with a win and a second apiece, and left Brands 
Hatch tied on points. 

The final margin of 50 points between the top two 
showed just how much Barnes was in charge for the 
latter half of the year, and his well-deserved McLaren, 


CLUB RACING REVIEW 


‘Autosport BRDC Award nomination was the icing 
‘on the cake of a superb year for the 23-year-old. 

There was litle doubt that Barnes had become a 
serious contender as the series reached Snetterton. 
He notched up a pair of victories, with Jensen a close 
second both times. Bares then took a slender eight 
point lead to Dijon, where he obliterated the rest of 
the field in both races. By contrast, Jensen suffered a 
desperately difficult weekend and could only manage 
a fifth and a 10th. His misery in the second race was 
compounded after he was pushed off on the first lap 
by Josh Southall 

With 2 31-point advantage, only a disaster could 
prevent Barnes from scooping the title in the final trio 
of races at Mugello, Sure enough. despite Jensen 
pushing to the very limit in atrocious weather, Barnes 
rattled off three more textbook victories, sealing the 
title with a race to spare and setting new records for 
wins (nine), consecutive wins (the last seven of the 
year) and points in a season (326). 
Daniel McCalla 


ONCE INTO his stride, Martin Groves’ Jef progress to 
2 second successive British Hillclimb crown aboard his 
‘Gould-NME was relentless. Single-minded commitment 
{and impressive car control were the hallmarks of a 
‘campaign that kept the reigning champion ahead 
throughout the season, once first round electrical 
problems had been cured. 

“Winning every run-off at Shelsley and breaking 
‘Andy Priau’s Bouley Bay record were the highlights", 
said Groves. “Winning at Wiscombe after giving the car 
a good bang earlier in the day was very satisfying too, 
particularly as people advised me against running.” 

The championship outcome was never really in 
doubt but Scott Moran, the season’s most improved 
driver, was Groves’ strongest threat by far. Although 
‘Moran fell way short of the champion's 21 round wins, 
nine of his own and two hill records kept him ahead of 
father Roger, the 1997 champion. Moran Sr took a win 


‘Shelsley Walsh resident's duel with Mike Dean raged 
season-long, despite a disastrous start for Dean — a big 
‘accident on his very first run of the year at Loton Park. 
Denied his own first win for the umpteenth time by 
Groves, the frustrated Dean blew his chances of 
overhauling Durling for fourth place in the series 
points table when he ended up in one of Doune’s 
notorious barriers on his last run of the season. 

Inevitably overshadowed by driving partner Groves, 
Paul Ranson shone at Shelsley and Gurston, where a 
string of top-three finishes netted him sixth place 
‘ahead of Chris Merrick, with whom he'd fought all year. 

Unfortunately, Rob Turnbull's season was brought to 
‘a premature end after an accident at Wiscombe in the 
potent Cosworth HB-powered Gould, but the veteran 
‘competitor finished ahead of Deryk Young's Judd 
powered version in which wife Susan regularly rewrote 
the Shelsley Ladies record, 


‘on Doune’s daunting Stirlingshire slopes and 
maintained a secure third place on the table. 

After no less than 245 British run-off appearances 
without a win, Simon Durling finally broke his duck 
‘with @ popular victory in Jersey. following it up @ 
fortnight later with another at Wiscombe Park. The 


‘THIRTY-YEAR-old Christopher Evans became the 
‘youngest driver in a generation to win the British crown. 
Evans is half the age of the BRC’s most successful 
driver, Dermot Carnegie. who hounded him all season 

and finished as championship runner-up. Carnegie 
didn't manage to beat Evans all year, but one who did, 
and who ended the year with two wins on his slate. is 
‘Andrew Jordan, 

At ust 17, Jordan is alittle over haif Evans’ age and 
his eventual third place in the championship was way 
‘more than he or team boss Will Gollop expected, or 
dared to hope for in a year in which the teenager 
stepped up from a SObhp Mini to a 5S0bhp Supercar. 

Evans’ run to the title encompassed four event wins. 
Perhaps the key events in his year, however. were the 
first round at Lydden, where he pushed local hero Pat 
Doran all the way to the chequer, despite the engine in 
his Opel Astra (righD being in meltdown, and the 
nursing job he did to bring the car home in the 
penultimate round at Mondello Park. 

‘On home ground Evans needed only a points finish 
to be certain of the championship. He'd been on 
course for a fifth win until a puncture slowed him. but 
he kept his head and toured to the finish to collect the 


twas left to Tom New to prevent a top-10 clean 
sweep by Gould cars. The Pilbeam-Rover V6 driver 
upheld two-litre honour in the elite group with 10th 
place, topping of his best-ever year with victory in 
the class-based PowerMec Leaders Championship. 
Jerry Sturman 


points and seal the ttle. 

But for a gear selection prablem Jordan may have 
taken that Mondello win. When he slipped back, 
however, the race went to veteran Helmut Holfeld. 
Jordan beat Evans fair and square at Knockhill, and 
‘completed an outstanding year with victory in the final 
at Croft. The round-one win aside there was litle good 
ln the year for outgoing champion Doran. 

The championship gained former rally drivers Steve 
Hill, Kevin Procter and Ollie O'Donovan this year. 
Although none of them had the best car in the field, 
‘each showed the sort of pace that will surely make 
them winners. 


Itwas rare that any of the SuperModified class came 
close to Dave Bellerby. the class leader generally closer 
to the Supercars than to his rivals It was impressive to 


watch, but demoralising for the others. Numbers, also, 
were disappointingly low in the category. 

Julian Godfrey was top Stock Hatch runner and is set 
to move up to SuperModified next year, while Ulster 
teenager Kyle Orr hopes to follow his Junior success 
with 3 dual SuperModified and rallying programme. 
Fast and feartess, Orr has the makings of a star. 

Tim Whittington 
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1984 PARIS-DAKAR RALLY 

‘Multiple Grand Prixand Le Mans24 Hours winnerJacky Ickxbegins 
the defence ofhisPais-Dahar Rally victory with Rothmans- 
backed, four-wheel-drive Porsche 911. The Belginlegendleads 
thefieldaway from the Place dela Concordein host city Paris 


OVER 10,000 people tured 
utin Paris on New Year's Day 
towitnessthe startofthe sth 


Paris-Dakar Rally Rad. Among, 


the competitors were some of the world 


most of us were recovering fron 
the excesses of New Year's Eve, avast army 
of nearly 200 ett Parisfor the sith African 
adventure, Suchis the popularity ofthe event 
(perhaps duein some parttothe efforts of 
‘Mark Thatcher.) that over 100,000 
spectators turned out to see the start 
‘Aheadof the crews, who feature among 
its umber an array of race andrally divers, 
film starsand bobsleigh competitors ay a 
10,000km route through the deserts of 
Africa.The competitors wil venture 
Algeria, Niger, Upper Volta the Ivory Coast 
Guineaand Senegalbefore the finish in Dakar 


The Pars-Dakar is anextraordinarye 
Indeed. Forget Lancia Rally 037s, Aud 
Quattrosandth tic machinery 
that usually graces arally special stage. For 
this challenge the usual choice is Lada Niva 
‘Mitsubishi Shogun or even MAN truck 
Anything that can drag self across the sand 
sed the startram 


restofthe 


Paris's Champs Elysees on New Year's day 
But special versions 

‘of more recognisable vehicles Jacky leks 

‘multiple winner ofthe Le Mans 24 Hourrace 

the Paris: Dakar ast year 

aRo hed, four-wheel-drive 

Porsche 911 at sal For the 

time, Ickxwillhave French fim star Claude 

Brasseur alongside Ickx led away the 
s,113bikes, 

dela Concorde ar 

and optimistic of arepeat victory 


31 trucks from the Place 


jwasin confident mood 


JACK OF ALL TRADES 
s3 He'sbetterknow nowadaysfor his expoitsin Subaru 

Impreza WRC and Aston Martin DBRS machinery, but 
‘Stephane Sarrazin used tobe an driver. Yup, he did 
the'99 Brazilian GPfor Minardi but 
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‘Where did Alex Zanardi score his best 
finish of the 2001 Champ Car season? 
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ANNIVERSARIES 


MattDavies(b 1976) 


‘Andrea Aghini(b 1963) 
HelmutKelleners(> 1938) 
‘Allan MeNish(b 1969) 


EmmanuelClerico(b1969) 
Guy Edwards (1942) 
Mike Spence 193, 
May 1968) 


Tony Kanaan 1974) 
Danny Watts(b1979) 


Mike Blanchet(o 1948) 

Francois hatriot 1952) 

Sachy ich (1945) 
utinSchanche 1945) 

HapSharp(b 1928, 

May 1999) 

Hans-Joachim Stuck (1951) 


Beppe Gabbiani(b 1957) 
Robby Gordon 1969) 
ary Nuttall 1963) 


‘OveAndersson(b 1936) 
FritzHuschke von Hanstein 
(1911, dMareh5 1995) 
Wally TRibbs( 1956) 
Michael Schumacher 
1969) 

Russell Spence(b 1960) 


Telex 62 on New Years Day 


FIAPRESIDENTMaxMaseywas 
oneofthefoundersofMarchin 
the’605—indeedhe wasthe 
Wrinthefamousteam’s 
nomenclature and isis 
iat rands Hatchin 1972 
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Af BniweesTone 


To cut one thousandth of a second. 
To reach the top. 


All to prove one thing. 


ur passion for the very best in technology, quality and service is 


ai alas sataacuye cnr cose BRIDGESTONE 


Bridgestone wants to inspire and move you PASSION fo CELLENCE 


wwormbridgestone 
orig 1 BRIDGESTONE CORPORATION 


(= 2007 TOURS - on sale now! 


Full Programme of Arrangements 
including Flights, Coaches, Hotels 


ISTRALIAN LE MANS 24 HOURS 
me RAD REX: ‘ese 1617 GERMAN GRAND PRIX 
Melbourne - 18 March me mae 
: . Nurburgring - 22 July 
5 Nights Melbourne £1399° Self-Drive Packages from £95' Tours by Coach or Air from £239° 
Sydney & Melbourne Coach Tours & Paris Stop-Overs from £149* ‘Self-Drive Packages from £169" 
Holiday £1799° All arrangements include Trackside Hospitality 
mee eae 3 m TURKISH GRAND PRIX 
iy so Istanbul - 26 August 
5 Not tore Lumpur £999 = 3 Nights in Istanbul £575* 
2-Centre Holiday £1265° 2 8-Doy Holiday by Air £729° 
Roel 
BAHRAIN GRAND PRIX 3 ITALIAN GRAND PRIX 
Sakhir - 15 April & ‘Monza - 9 September 
4 Nights in Manama £999° o Mestances ond tosasritous 
1. ‘ in Como trom i 
eee les = Swiss/alian 2-Centre Holiday £659° 
= 
SPANISH GRAND PRIX aD BELGIAN GRAND PRIX 
Barcelona - 13 May = Spa - 16 September 
Wide Selection of Weekend and Pr Selection of 12 Tours by Coach, Air or 
Longer Tours by Coach & Air 3 Eurostar from £99" 
from £349° ce Self-Drive Packages from £69* 
MONACO GRAND PRIX 3 JAPANESE GRAND PRIX 
Monte Carlo - 27 May = Fuji - 30 September 


Luxury 4 Night Tokyo Tour £1339" 
Japan/China 2-Grand Prix 


‘and Hospitality from £299" Holiday £1999" 
CANADIAN GRAND PRIX CHINESE GRAND PRIX 
BRITISH GRAND PRIX 
Montreal - 10 June = -aidy Shanghai - 7 October 
4 Nights Montreal £1099" Bea iesancsast Luxury 5 Nigh Tour £1150" 
: 7 J Nationwide Coach Service from £35 ‘ 2 
Niagara & Montreal Holiday £1349 Gronkiond Tickets, Vr Hotty, Jopan/China 2-Grand Prix 
Cae AES Sy Helicopters & Hotels also available Holiday £1997" 


Send NOW for your FREE brochure 


*Prices do not include race tickets 


Check out our superb selection of tours to each and every 
Grand Prix, the Indy 500 and Le Mans. We are the ONLY 
tour operator to be 100% devoted to the requirements of 
the British motorsport enthusiast and the only company to 
have offered tours to every single Grand Prix since1999. 


As the world’s largest supplier of travel, tickets ond 
hospitality for the 24 Hours, our Le Mans service is second 
to none. As a fully bonded tour operator you can be 
assured your money is sofe with us. We also offer 
comprehensive Race Ticket Service (at extra cos!) for every 
event in our brochure. 


www.motorracinginternational.uk.com 


Complete the coupon or ring our 24 hour 
dicla-brochure service quoting reference AS2 


TEL. 01304 612424 


info@motorracinginternational.uk.com 


' 21 MARKET STREET, SANDWICH, KENT CT13 9DA 


